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CURRICULUM AND NEW PROGRAMS  

 

November 3, 2015 

10:00 a.m. 

BCBB 172 

 

   A G E N D A 

I.  Minutes 
 

 

II.  Old Business 
 

 College of Business 

 MBA MFT Exam 
 

 

III. New Business 
 

 College of Arts & Humanities 
 

Department of Social Work 

 New Course – SOWK 3xxx – Foundational Values and Ethics in Social 
Work 

 Addition of Block Placements for Foundation and Advanced Field 
Seminar and Field Experience for the Master of Social Work Program 

 

 

IV. Other Items 
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Curriculum and New Programs Meeting Minutes 
November 3, 2015 

Billy C. Black Building Room 172 
 

A meeting of the Curriculum and New Programs Committee was held on Tuesday, November 3, 
2015, at 10:00 a.m. in the Billy C. Black Building, Room 172, with Dr. Abiodun Ojemakinde, 
Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs, presiding.  Those in attendance were Dr. 
Deborah Bembry, Dr. Anilkumar Devarapu, Ms. Janice Hawkins and Ms. Linda Washington for 
Ms. Victoria Eiland, Mr. Maurice Elliard, Dr. Babafemi Elufiede, Dr. Linda Grimsley, Dr. James 
Hill, Dr. Marcia Hood, Dr. Alicia Jackson, Ms. Levetta Jefferson, Dr. Joyce Johnson, Dr. LaVerne 
McLaughlin, Dr. Dorene Medlin, Dr. Barbara Nowak, Dr. Charles Ochie, Dr. Rhonda Porter, Dr. 
Carolyn Rollins, Dr. Seyed Roosta, Dr. Marilyn Spearman, Ms. Jamie Swain, Dr. Thomas 
Thompson, and Dr. Cathy Williams.  
 
Opening Remarks: 
Dr. Ojemakinde greeted the committee members and distributed the agenda. 
 
Minutes 
The minutes of September 14, 2015 were distributed.  Dr. Babafemi Elufiede’s name was 
omitted from the meetings listing of attendees.  It was moved and seconded that the minutes 
be approved with the necessary corrections.  The minutes were approved. 
 
Old Business 
 
College of Business 
  
Dr. Devi Akella from the College of Business presented the 3rd reading of the proposal for the 
MBA/MFT Exam to serve as an exit exam for the MBA Program.  After much discussion from Dr. 
Akella and Dr. Alicia Jackson, Dr. Ojemakinde asked that the proposal be returned for further 
reconciliation of the low standard of percentile of 8% as the pass rate of the test, which shows 
a low means of student learning outcomes.  He suggested that the low percentile be increased 
to ensure the national rank of student effectiveness will be met.  The proposal was delayed 
until more attention and consideration is given to the scores and student outcomes so that 
ASU’s students will rank at a percentile that is acceptable nationally. 
 
The proposal was tabled with suggestions.  The proposal will be presented again for vote at the 

next meeting.   

 
New Business 
 
College of Arts & Humanities 
 Social Work 
 
Dr. Marilyn Spearman asked Ms. Levetta Jefferson, Ms. Jamie Swain, and Dr. Barbara Nowak to 
present the proposals from the Department of Social work.  
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Ms. Jefferson presented the proposal for a new course, SOWK 3xxx- Foundational Value and 
Ethics in Social Work. 
 
The rationale for the proposal is that a change in curriculum required the addition of another 
Social Work course.  Although ethics is taught across the curriculum, to meet the need for a 
more in depth curriculum, a course on ethics was developed.  
 
The proposal was tabled with corrections.  The proposal will be presented again for vote at the 

next meeting.  

Ms. Swain presented the proposal for the addition of block placements for Foundation and 

Advanced Field Seminar and Field Experience for the Master of Social Work Program. 

The rationale for the proposal is that over 85% of students enrolled in the Master of Social 

Work program are non-traditional students that work full-time.  The creation of a block 

placement for Foundation Field Seminar/Foundation Field Experience and Advanced Foundation 

Field Seminar/Foundation Field Experience will better meet of the needs of some of our 

students, especially those employed within the school system that could utilize summer breaks 

to complete their field requirements.   

The proposal was tabled with corrections.  The proposal will be presented again for vote at the 

next meeting.  

 
College of Sciences & Health Professions 
 Math & Computer Science 
  
Dr. Joyce Johnson asked Dr. Seyed Roosta to present the proposal for the Department of Math 
& Computer Science.  
 
Dr. Roosta presented the proposal for course changes to the Graduate Mathematics Education 
Program. 
 
The rationale for the proposal is to replace two courses: MATH 5212 Fundamental Concepts of 
Analysis II and MATH 5114 Modern Algebra II in the program check sheet with MATH 5214 
Differential Equations and MATH 5112 Linear Algebra.  The rationales for the changes are the 
following. 
 

1. To modify the program so that it better fits the needs of our students.  Most of our 
graduate students are high school math teachers.  The two courses that we proposed to 
be in the program check sheet are more related to contents knowledge they need at 
work.  
 

2. To eliminate the disadvantage that students who enter the program in the spring 
semester will need to spend at least one more semester to graduate.  The course MATH 
5212 Fundamental Concepts of Analysis II prerequisites MATH 5211 Fundamental 
Concepts of Analysis I.  Both courses are offered once per year.  Similarly the course 
MATH 5114 Modern Algebra II prerequisites MATH 5113 Modern Algebra I.  All these 
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four courses are offered once every two years.  Currently, students enter the program in 
spring semester will miss the prerequisite course and have to wait at least one semester 
to fulfill the requirement.   

 
The proposal was tabled with corrections.  The proposal will be presented again for vote at the 

next meeting.  

 
Other Items:   
 

1. Dr. Ojemakinde informed the committee that the Board of Regents is moving in new 
directions to place the Freshman Orientation course in Area B of the Core Curriculum.  
Students will graduate with 120 credit hours.  Therefore, we must revamp the ASU 1201 
course to accommodate the change to Area B and the African Diaspora course will be 
placed in History Area E.  This will keep the number of hours down to 120 credit hours 
excluding P.E. included.  After the ASU 1201 course has been revised or revamped, with 
a course syllabus and check sheets, the proposal will be presented to Curriculum and 
New Programs and Faculty Senate for approval prior to sending the document to the 
Board of Regents.  P.E. courses will be left in the above the core credit hours needed for 
graduation.  Athletes will still need to take non-Physical Education courses such as Drug 
Education or others to be suggested to satisfy P.E. requirements. 
 

2. Low Producing Programs will look at major electives to limit the number of electives for 
students to take.  This should help students to progress faster and be less confused 
about which electives to take.  This is linked to Low Producing Programs so that courses 
can be combined and number of hours of credit will be limited to the 120 credit hours. 

 
3. Soon committees to develop plans of action for the Low Producing Programs will be 

compiled.  All chairs of Low Producing Programs will be a member of the committee to 
represent their specific program.  The committees must work toward developing plans 
to be submitted to Academic Affairs Office prior to the holiday break.   

 
4. Please use the generic syllabi for all proposals that are sent to Curriculum and New 

Programs. 
 

5. All ASU faculty, staff and community are encouraged to participate in the activities in 
celebration of International Education Week.  We need to improve the rate of support 
and participation for this program. 

 
6. Since the Board of Regents is requiring that the degree requirement for courses is 120 

credit hours, African Diaspora will be moved to Area E.  At this time we are unsure of 
how P.E. will be dealt with. 

 
7. Dr. Marcia Hood announced that the university lost a dear supporter and friend with the 

passing of Mrs. Jane Willson today. 
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8. Dr. Joyce Johnson reminded the committee that the Women’s Health Collaborative will 
present the 2015 Inaugural Women of Grace Connection Conference which will host 
Mary, Mary on Nov. 14, 2015 at ASU’s HPER Gym. 

 
9. Dr. Ojemakinde reminded committee members that Curriculum and New Programs 

proposals are to be sent in one week prior to the meeting date to allow the committee a 
chance to read and review the proposals for constructive advice on the proposal at the 
meeting. 

 
Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:20 am. 
 
Dr. Ojemakinde, Presiding 
Dr. LaVerne McLaughlin, Recorder 

 


