
By Cindy Gambill
Executive editor

In 1967, the social climate in Southwest

Georgia was charged by the Civil Rights

Movement. Segregation, though waning,

still existed in many facets of everyday life.

“I grew up in a time when you were

doing things,” Patricia Edwards said. “You

weren’t just responsible for yourself. You

were responsible for others.”

That sense of social

responsibility would

later shape Edwards’

career path.

She had just gradu-

ated from Albany High

School and had schol-

arship offers to attend

some big-name pre-

dominantly white uni-

versities, but she

hesitated.

“I knew I could

handle it academically, but I didn’t know if

I could handle the racism,” Edwards said.

At her mother’s insistence, she chose to

attend Albany State College. Edwards took

only three years to complete a four-year de-

gree in elementary education. She gradu-

ated with more than just a bachelor’s

degree; she also graduated with a greater

sense of her own abilities.

“One of the things I learned at Albany

State is that going to a small institution pro-

vides you with confidence,” Edwards said.

“Professors have time to focus one-on-one

on students. When you leave (Albany

State), you feel you can go anywhere.”

She went on to earn a master’s degree in
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In 1903, Dr. Joseph Winthrop Holley

arrived in Albany, Ga., with a dream of

creating a place where all people could

obtain an education and improve their

lives. Through his efforts, Dr. Holley es-

tablished the Albany Bible and Manual

Training Institution, which grew into what

is now Albany State University.

On Friday, ASU will celebrate its

107th anniversary by honoring Dr. Hol-

ley’s legacy during the Founder’s Day ob-

servance. Founder’s Day will begin with a

convocation at 10 a.m. in the ACAD Au-

ditorium featuring keynote speaker Dr.

Patricia Edwards.

Edwards is the distinguished professor

of language and literacy in the Depart-

ment of Teacher Education and a Senior

University Outreach

Fellow at Michigan

State University. Ed-

wards is recognized

at the national level

for her expertise in

childhood literacy

and parental involve-

ment in the literacy

development of chil-

dren. 

During the

Founder’s Day Con-

vocation, the Office of Alumni Affairs

will accept donations as part of the 2010

Campaign. During the campaign, alumni

Albany State to celebrate

Founder’s Day on Friday

Edwards to be

keynote speaker at

ASU Founder’s Day
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See EDWARDS on page 3.

See CONVOCATION on page 3.

Dr. Joseph

Winthrop Holley

Albany State University Founder’s

Day activities will continue on Saturday

with the second annual Founder’s Day

Golf Tournament at the Flint River Golf

Course, 2000 McAdams Drive, Albany.

Former ASU football coach Hamp Smith

is the tournament director.

The tournament features a $1,000,000

shootout (qualifiers for the closest to the

pin on the dedsignated par 3 hole) spon-

sored by John Ross Jewelers. Other cash prizes include $500 for the first place team,

$400 for the second place team and $300 for the third place team. Door prizes will also

be presented to participants.

The entry fee is $250 per four-person team or $65 per person. Mulligans are also

available at the price of two for $5.

Hole sponsors include Yielding, Wakeford & McGee; Longhorn Steakhouse; 

Second annual ASU Founder’s Day

Golf Tournament set for Saturday

See GOLF TOURNAMENT on page 3.

ASU Founder’s Day Golf

Tournament

When: Saturday, April 2

Where: Flint River Golf Course,

2000 McAdams Drive, Albany

Registration: 8 a.m. 

Tournament begins: 8:30 a.m.
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You Can’t Build a Chimney From The Top.

Albany State University students know this

book, the lively and impressive autobiography

of their university’s founder, Dr. Joseph

Winthrop Holley.  Written in 1948, it was reis-

sued at ASU’s centennial in 2003.  How appro-

priate that was.  Dr. Holley comes through like

the man he was, forthright, honest and often

very amusing.        

The Hazards of Rhode Island, their father

having sponsored Dr. Holley’s education at

Phillips Andover and Lincoln University, ap-

pear often as they continued his benevolence.

Miss Caroline Hazard, the president of Welles-

ley College from 1899 to 1910, took up the

work with Dr. Holley upon the sudden deaths of

her two brothers, Rowland and Frederick, seven

years after she resigned from Wellesley and re-

turned to her home.  Her letters to Dr. Holley

from Peace Dale are numerous and turn up in

Hazard archives in Providence at the University

of Rhode Island, Rhode Island College, at

Wellesley and at Albany State University.  Dr.

Laverne McLaughlin, director of the James

Pendergrast Memorial Library at ASU, has

shared many of these letters with me.  Dr. Hol-

ley sometimes wrote Miss Hazard three and

four times a week, keeping Albany very much

on her mind. 

Dr. Holley, writing of Miss Hazard in Peace

Dale’s newspaper upon her 1945 death con-

cludes, “Yes, when the full story is told of

Negro education in America, and the roll is

called of those who by their gifts of time, talent

and means contributed to Negro uplift, her

name will rank as a star of first magnitude.”

The Albany buildings the Hazards endowed

bear family names.  Caroline Hall rose first in

1917.  Besides administrative offices, the brick

building included an 800-seat chapel.  In 1922,

the science building was dedicated, and in 1926

another family-named building was con-

Editor’s Note: Below is the second of tow articles written by historian Allen Allen, who has a
particular interest in ASU’s founder, Dr. Joseph Winthrop Holley, and the Hazard family, early
benefactors of Albany State University.

ASU Founder’s Day as seen from ‘Up North’
The conclusion

Caroline Hall was one of the early buildings on the Albany State University campus funded

by the generosity of the Hazard family and named for Caroline Hazard. Today, only the

chimney remains on campus after the building was devastated by floodwaters in 1994.

See HAZARD on page 4.



elementary education from

North Carolina A&T Univer-

sity, an educational specialist

degree in reading education

from Duke University and a

doctorate in reading education

from the University of Wiscon-

sin-Madison.

Along the way, Edwards re-

alized that her passion is help-

ing children learn how to read.

She does that by teaching future

teachers and by teaching parents

how to encourage their children

to read. She’s especially com-

mitted to making sure African-

American children learn literacy

skills early in life.

“One of the things we focus

on is what teachers need to

know, but literacy starts in the

home,” Edwards said.

Her work with literacy has

led her to service on the Inter-

national Reading Association

Board of Directors. On April 28,

she will become the 56th presi-

dent of the International Read-

ing Association, only the fourth

African American to serve in

that position.

“The biggest role I have is to

be an ambassador for literacy

around the world,” Edwards

said.

She also serves as the distin-

guished professor of language

and literacy in the Department

of Teacher Education and a Sen-

ior University Outreach Fellow

at Michigan State University.

Edwards is recognized at the na-

tional level for her expertise in

childhood literacy and parental

involvement in the literacy de-

velopment of children. She is

the author of two family literacy

programs that have garnered a

great deal of acclaim: “Parents

as Partners in Reading: A Fam-

ily Literacy Training Program”

and “Talking Your Way to Lit-

eracy: A Program to Help Non-

reading Parents Prepare Their

Children for Reading.” Edwards

has also authored, co-authored

and co-edited several books

about childhood literacy and

parent involvement.

“I am committed to helping

parents and helping communi-

ties understand the importance

of literacy because a community

is only as good as its citizens,”

she said. “The achievement gap

is usually based on race and

class and not understanding the

important role parents play.”
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EDWARDS continued from page 1.

Affairs is asking 10,000 alumni, friends

and supporters to give $20.10 each or

more in support of academic programming

and scholarships. The goal is to raise more

than $200,000 by July 1.

The Founder’s Day Convocation will be

followed by a host of related activities.

At noon Friday a graveside service will

be held at Dr. Holley’s grave, which is lo-

cated in front of the L. Orene Hall Building

on campus. 

The Founder’s Day Luncheon will begin

at noon Friday in the L. Orene Hall Build-

ing. Dr. Wilburn Campbell, dean of the Col-

lege of Education, will be the keynote

speaker. Luncheon tickets are $25 each and

may be purchased from the ASU National

Alumni Association at (229) 435-2386.

ASU Student Activities and the Ameri-

can Cancer Society will sponsor the Relay

for Life on campus with the kickoff at 4

p.m. Friday. (In case of rain, the relay will

be held inside Sanford Gym.)

On Saturday the Office of institutional

Advancement will sponsor the 2010

Founder’s Day Golf Tournament starting at

8 a.m. at the Flint River Golf Course.

CONVOCATION continued from page 1.

Gregory T. Hylick; Albany Convention & Visitors Bureau; Mark’s

Greenhouses; Albany Lincoln Mercury; Sunbelt/FordTown of

 Albany; Ruby Tuesday/Red Lobster; South Georgia Brick Co. Inc.;

Equity Group-Georgia Division LLC; MillerCoors; Lokey’s Custom

Golf & Repair; Dr. Everette J. and Mrs. Jo Neal Freeman; R.D. Wood

Insurance Associates Inc.; Star Athletics Inc.; Country Inn & Suites;

Jerome P. Guy; and Dr. Willie J. Fussell.

Pre-registered players include teams sponsored by Georgia Power

and South Georgia Brick Co. Inc. along with several ASU students

and community supporters. 

On-site registration on Saturday will begin at 8 a.m. The tourna-

ment will start at 8:30 a.m. Proceeds will benefit the Hamp Smith

Scholarship Fund and ASU Foundation Scholarships.

For more information about the golf tournament, contact Doris

Pierce-Hardy, ASU Office of Institutional Advancement, at (229)

430-4660 or dpierceh@asruams.edu.

GOLF TOURNAMENT continued from page 1.

Dr. Patricia

Edwards (left)

chats with

President

Everette J.

Freeman and

Clifford Porter

Jr., vice

president for

Institutional

Advancement

during Dr.

Edwards visit to

campus last

summer.



structed.  Peace Hall, a boys’ dormitory, as well as a president’s

house were dedicated soon after. The Rowland Hazard Training

School opened in 1931, followed in 1934 by the library, the only

building to resist the flood of the Flint River of 1941.  Of the

nine pre-War college buildings, Miss Hazard and her brother

Rowland provided eight. 

“She attended in person the dedicatory services of each

building,” Dr. Holley reports.     This made for frequent visits, at

a time that a white woman traveling alone in the South faced cer-

tain risks.  Her family worried, but the travels continued.  A

nephew, not long ago, told me of one trip after I caught a yel-

lowed clipping from The Narragansett Times.
“Yes, indeed,” Mr. Sturges said, “that’s typical Aunt Caro-

line.”  

Miss Hazard stayed at Albany’s only hotel.  Leaving it one

morning, she asked the manager if he might arrange tea for her-

self and her colleagues that afternoon in the hotel lobby. 

“But, Miss Hazard, your friends can’t come into the lobby.

I’m very sorry,” he replied.

“Well,” she remonstrated (and we must remember that she

was quite tall and could be called imposing), “there’s a linen

room up on my floor, opposite my room.  I think that would do

quite nicely. Thank you.”  

Miss Hazard received a welcome letter in January of 1934 ad-

dressed to her winter home in Santa Barbara, Calif.  The director

of the Library School at Hampton Institute had assessed Dr. Hol-

ley’s school, and deemed it “one of the best of the schools and

colleges for Negroes.  The president and his wife and the faculty

seem to be people of culture, who bring beauty as well as in-

struction to a beauty-loving people.  The place shows your inter-

est.”

Eight months later, Dr. Holley writes, “Mighty glad to get

your good letter containing the last one thousand dollars due on

your pledge for the library building. . . . .The building is said to

be the most beautiful on the campus.”    

Dr. Lee W. Formwalt, executive director of the Albany Civil

Rights Institute, in his 2003 article for the New Georgia Ency-

clopedia, writes that Albany saw “the first mass movement in the

modern civil rights era to have as its goal the desegregation of an

entire community.” The movement caused the jailing of more

than 1,000 African Americans, including Dr. Martin Luther King

Jr.  King, Formwalt writes, learned in Albany “the important les-

sons that he and the Southern Christian Leadership Conference

would carry to Birmingham.”  

The Albany Civil Rights Institute is testament to the people

and students of Albany, actors in the early days of the Civil

Rights Movement. 

The last letter in my files between Dr. Holley and Miss Haz-

ard ends, “the peach crop was especially good this year. I am

glad to be sending you a box by today’s mail.”  

What friends they were, and what fine workers in the vine-

yard.  With ASU’s Founder’s Day, I am confident that this patri-

cian Yankee family, dedicated to gradual abolition from the days

of their Quaker ancestor, “College Tom” Hazard, will be hon-

ored. 

The Hazards’ interest in Dr. Holley, from his very youth to the

end of his decades of service at Albany, shows us purest charity

grounded in religion.  One hopes the example of these people,

black and white, can be honored forever.     

Helen Farrell Allen

Wakefield, Rhode Island

March 2010
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HAZARD continued from page 2.

Caroline Hazard, the president of Wellesley College from

1899 to 1910, continued her family’s financial contributions

to what is now known as Albany State University after the

sudden deaths of her two brothers, Rowland and Frederick.

Their father played an influential role in the life of Dr. Joseph

Winthrop Holley, ASU’s founder. Caroline Hall, one of the

early buildings on ASU’s campus, was named in honor of

Caroline Hazard.
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The Office of Alumni Affairs is asking 10,000 alumni, friends
and supporters of Albany State University to give $20.10 or
more in support of academic programming and scholarships.

To make an online contribution go to
www.potentialrealized.org/alumni/giveto.dot

and click on the donations tab 
or mail your contribution to: 

Office of Alumni Affairs 2010 Campaign 
Albany State University 

504 College Drive � Albany, Georgia 31705

Albany State University

It simply takes $20.10 to make a difference.

is to raise more than 

$200,000
by 

July 1, 2010.

With your donation 

we can continue 

to produce 

“Potential. Realized.”

in 2010 and beyond. O
u

r 
go

a
l

Name 

Address 

Amount of Donation $ � Alumni             � ASU Supporter
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2010 Founder’s Day 
Golf  Tournament
Saturday, April 3, 2010 Flint River Golf Course

Roy Snead, Site Director
2000 McAdams Drive

Albany, GA  31705
229-430-5267

Registration at 8:00 a.m. 
Tournament Begins at 8:30 a.m. 

Four Man Best Ball Teams
***Ladies Welcome to Participate!***

$500 Cash Prize for 1st place team
$400 Cash Prize for 2nd place team
$300 Cash Prize for 3rd place team

Golf Registration & Sponsorship Form

Featuring a 

$1,000,000 SHOOTOUT
(Qualifiers for the closest to the pin on the designated par 3 hole)

Sponsored By

Contact Name:

Address: 

City/ State/ Zip: 

Phone/Fax/E-mail:

$250 Per Team Entry Fee  � $65 per person Entry Fee  � 2 Mulligans for $5! 

Golf Players
Name 1 Name 3 

Name 2 Name 4

Hole Sponsorships are available for $100/Hole  $

Send this form with check payable to ASU Foundation and email company graphics (for sponsorships) to:

Albany State University � Office of Institutional Advancement
c/o Doris Pierce-Hardy

504 College Drive
Albany, GA 31705

Telephone: 229-430-4660 or Email: dpierceh@asurams.edu
Coach “Hamp” Smith, Tournament Director


