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nap IT
FROM THE BdiND

Albany State College's Marching Rams Band, headed up by 
Dr. Lamar Smith and Robert James, is one of excellent 
quality and soul despite the obvious lack of numbers of the 
field. There is a kindred spirit, a special rapport and comra- 
derie among the performers, who not only like music and 
what a band does, but are genuinely keen on football, love 
the Rams and are estatic about being a part of the Saturday 
madness and the football spectacle that delights so many 
football fans.

Often obscured by comparison with individual football 
players, non-the-less, they (the band members) spend as 
much time and work just as hard as the team their routines 
and precision-like dance steps compliment. And like the 
Rams' football team, the Marching Rams' show would not 
go on nor achieve the perfection that it achieves if it were 
not for teamwork and a spirited togetherness that often is 
recognized or associated with athletic victories.

When the Rams win, the band plays on and on, and few 
ASC students can yell as loud and often as the Marching 
Rams' Band members themselves, who always practice and 
perform, rain or shine.
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Coming Home

A clear October day, a beautiful queen and bright 
enthusiasm made the '82 Homecoming game a warm 
welcome for Albany State College Alums. The half- 
time festivities included the introduction of "Miss 
ASC", Sharon Taylor of Ashburn, and her court. The 
football contest, a disappointing — 7 loss to Clark 
College, was particularly frustrating because the 
youthful and inexperienced Rams allowed the visiting 
Panhers to score at the outset as they fumbled away 
the kickoff on the game's opening play.
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Alumni Hall Of 
Fame

Mrs. Christine D. Blaylock, Albany; 
Mrs. Marie "Mumsie" Dixon, Bain- 
bridge; and William L. Battle, Sr. of 
Columbus were the first inductees in 
the Alumni Hall of Fame during 
Homecoming Week ceremonies.

The Alumni Hall of Fame was estab 
lished by the College's 5,400 — mem 
ber national alumni body, Davey Gib- 
son, president, said, "to honor and 
perpetuate the memory of those indi 
viduals who through their efforts, 
participation, support, dedication and 
interest, have brought honor and dis 
tinction to Albany State College."



Homecoming concert ... in the 
cramped Sanford Gymnasium 
. . . featured the performance of 
Patrice Rushen and The Red- 
dings.
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Haki Madhubuti (Don L. Lee), an 
internationally-acclaimed poet and 
writer, initiated the observance ^*~ 
Black History Month on the A 
campus.

Madhubuti, who is editor of Third 
World Press, presented a series of 
poetry readings, writing work 
shops and lectures. M



LESTER IS NO

Re-produced courtesy of 
The Albany (GA) Herald 
February 17, 1983 
— by Robert Rawls

Most people call a ventriloquist's 
companion a dummy, but there's 
nothing dumb about Willie Tyler and 
his buddy Lester.

The wisecracking Lester is the real 
star of Tyler's stage act, and the two 
have distinct personalities that contri 
bute to an eerie air of seeing two peo 
ple at work, not one.

Tyler relaxed in his dressing room be 
fore playing to a packed house at Al 
bany State College last week and dis 
cussed the misconceptions that people 
sometimes have about his art.

"Lester and I have been together since 
I was 14," he said, as he took his 
wooden buddy out of his traveling 
case. "We sort of grew up together."

Tyler sat Lester on his knee, and sud 
denly there were two people present.

"Can I talk now? How y'all doing',?" 
Lester said, telling a photographer, 
"Be sure to get plenty of pictures. 
Don't need a flash in here? That's 
okay, 'cause I don't blink anyway."

When Willie scolded him for talking 
too much, Lester said, "Hell, if you 
just came out of a bag you'd talk a lot, 
too."

He kept up a continuous stream of 
puns and nonsensical remarks while
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\
"DUMMY" 

TO WILLIE

Tyler discussed the subtleties of his 
craft.

The effect was uncanny, since Tyler is 
also Lester, and balances two person 
alities with great skill.

"This is like wearing a costume at a 
masquerade party," Tyler said. 
"Those are the times adults can put on 
a costume and act silly, be a wild and 
crazy life of the party. Then they take 
the mask off and go back to being 
their usual low-key self."

"Of course, ventriloquists can get 
away with a lot more than other come 
dians," he said. "The figure can say 
and do things that I couldn't, or 
wouldn't, but it's all right because he 
seems like another person. I can get 
away with letting Lester say lot of 
things I wouldn't ever say."

Tyler said Lester is no dummy — 
"he's more properly called a ventrilo- 
quial figure. You never, ever call 'em 
dummies."

Tyler is expanding his act to include 
more music, having begun writing 
songs and recording them, and hopes 
to have a stage act "that shows all I 
can do — music, ventriloquism and 
comedy."

"I just want to be the best I can be," he 
said.

"Somebody said you were that al 
ready," Lester said.

Willie smiled.
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Governor George C. Wallace's recent ap 
pointment of a black state revenue commis 
sioner is evidence that "blacks in Alabama 
did not lose their heads in supporting Wal 
lace" during the past elections, an Alabama 
legislator who is president of Bishop State 
Junior College in Mobile told a capacity 
crowd at Albany State College.

Addressing an annual Martin Luther King, 
Jr. memorial birthday observance on the Al 
bany (GA) campus, Dr. Yvonne Kennedy 
said, "the dream of our revered honoree (Dr. 
King) has allowed those of us who once stood 
on the outside in protest, to 'sit down on the 
inside' with the powers that be."

However, she cautioned, "the dream will 
crumble in the destruction of the misuse and

A Day For MLK — At ASC

82

abuse of our brothers and sisters of each oth 
er if we are not careful. His (King's) non- 
violent policies were the strength of the civil 
rights' movement in the '60s," Dr. Kennedy, 
a supporter of Wallace in his bid for re-elec 
tion to the Alabama governorship. "In some 
small way, I feel I'm a contemporary of this 
great man."

Citing the American dream and the "dream 
of King" as being intimately connected, Dr. 
Kennedy said, "The challenge of the dream is 
to make it become a reality in spite of the 'Rip 
Van Winkles' of our age who would sleep 
while the whole world is marching."

"Dr. King would have smiled and been 
thrilled to know that Albany State College is 
carrying on business as he would have de 
sired," Ms. Kennedy, who earned a doctorate 
degree in higher education from the Univer 
sity of Alabama, said.

"The most significant thing about King's 
leadership," she declared, is that he "led us in 
joining hands for peace as we marched 
through Montgomery, Selma, Memphis and 
Albany. We have come from that moment in 
Montgomery to this very moment here. The
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scenario is the same but we have a new battle 
ground, she pointed out. "Then, we stood 
outside in protest; and now we sit inside the 
halls of power."

Ms. Kennedy lashed out at programs of the 
Reagan administration that she said are hurt 
ing the poor more than others. Blacks, how 
ever, should be more aware of the "Uncle 
Toms who sell out their brothers and sisters."

"Mayor Hatcher of Gary, Inc., was right 
when he said parasites like dope pushers are 
the worst kind of Uncle Toms because they 
are robbing us of our own self-worth and life. 
They would make us all hustlers on the 
street," she said.

A poor representation of some 200 support 
ers, mostly ASC students, joined in the 
march from the campus to the City-County 
Governmental Building in downtown Alba 
ny for a special commemorative program, 
featuring a number of community leaders.
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The William H. Dennis Memorial Lecture Series

The William H. Dennis Memorial 
Lecture Series, initiated in 1970 by the 
late Robert H. Simmons, formerly the 
College's dean for academic affairs, 
provides an opportunity for students, 
faculty and administration to hear 
and discuss current issues effecting 
education.

Named in honor of the late Dr. Den 
nis, the third president of the College 
(1953-1965), the Lecture, now in the 
12th year, honors in his memory the 
unique contribution he made to the 
organization and develop of the 
Teacher Education program at Albany 
State College. Dr. Dennis is generally 
regarded as the person responsible for 
the College's membership in the 
American Association of Colleges for

Teacher Education. 
The 1983 Dennis Memorial Lecturer 
was Harlee Branch, Jr., former Chair 
man of the Board and president of the 
Southern Company, one of the na 
tion's largest electric utility holding 
companies. Formerly a lecturer at 
Emory University and a member of 
the faculty at the Atlanta Law School,

Branch was appointed to advisory 
commissions by three American 
presidents.

James A. Hopson, principal of Mon- 
roe High School, was honored and 
recognized "as a person who has made 
a difference to the area's educational 
community."
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"These professionals 
are excellent role mo 
dels ... and provide 
the direction and in 
sight so necessary in 
helping our students m 
make realistic career 
decisions."
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ALBANY . . . The "Good Life" city . . . unveils its new Civic Center, adjacent to the ASC campus and the new homecourt for the "runnin', gunnin" Rams.



'UTILIZE EDUCATION TO 
ERASE SOCIAL INJUS 
TICES, ' ALUMNA SAYS AT 
ALBANY STATE COL 
LEGE'S 80th FOUNDER'S 
DAY OBSERVANCE
Urging students to utilize education to 
help erase social inequities, an Albany 
State College alumna, addressing the 
College's 80th annual Founder's Day ob 
servance, voiced alarm at "modern ills 
which are nurtured when we have poli 
tics without principles, business without 
morals, and work without sacrifice."

Mrs. Veronis Bolden Hall, following in 
the tradition of the Albany (GA) institu 
tion with one of its alumni delivering the 
annual Founder's Day message, de 
scribed the college as an institution with 
"a past to cherish and a future to fulfill." 
Cautioning the students to "use educa 
tion to bridge racial, economic, class, and 
religious chasms," Mrs. Hall, who is 
now principal of Rigdon Elementary 
School (Columbus, GA.), said, "we are 
the children of our Alma Mater, and she 
has taught us well."

Commemorating the 80th anniversary of 
the institution since its founding in 1903 
by the late Dr. Joseph W. Holley, the 
College's faculty, administration, stu 
dents, alumni and friends of the commu 
nity, as is customary, were on hand for 
Mrs. Hall's address.

Attributing the College's past successes 
to Holley's work in developing the 
school, Mrs. Hall, a native Albanian, 
said, "... education is man's greatest 
need and through the efforts of men like 
Holley and Booker T. Washington . . . 
the avenue was opened for all to pursue. 
Holley was also inspired by the written 
works of Frederick Douglass which 
talked of the desparate need for the edu 
cation of blacks in the South," she added.

"Your degrees may not succeed in the 
world," students nearing graduation 
were told by the speaker. "But it does 
mean you are ready to enter a competi 
tive world."

Representatives from the community, 
alumni, faculty and the students praised 
the founder, crediting him with having

Con't. on Page 96
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JOSEPH WIN- 
THROP HOLLEY
The day was Thursday, the date 
was April 3 and the year was 1955. 
We were in the Caroline Hall Audi 
torium. (Being in Caroline Hall in 
that day presented no problems be 
cause we had only 403 students 
then — 299 females and 104 males). 
It was a "dress-up" day. The young 
ladies had on their blue and gold 
combinations and the young men 
had on their collars and ties. It was 
Founder's Day and the students 
knew that three treats were in store 
for them — (1) a Founder's Day 
Convocation, (2) a big meal and (3) 
the suspension of classes for the 
remainder of the day.

It was customary for Joseph Win- 
throp Holley to appear on the pro 
gram and bring remarks. I don't 
recall how long the principal 
speaker spoke . .. but I, very vivid 
ly, recall how Joseph Winthrop 
Holley held me and a packed Caro 
line Hall spell bound for approxi 
mately fifty-five minutes. This 
marked the first time that I was to 
have had to hear Dr. Holley speak. 
It was even more astonishing when 
one was made to realize that on that 
day Joseph Winthrop Holley was 
celebrating his 81st birthday.

Dr. Holley was a brilliant man by 
any standards. He was a man of 
visions and a tremendous orator. 
He not only could speak but could 
speak with power.

Unfortunately, I had the occasion
con't. on Page 97
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con't. from Page 94 —

realized his strongest prayer which 
asked "for the strength to strike out 
against the ignorance and racism in 
southwest Georgia."

"Holley's efforts," Mrs. Hall pointed 
out, "were an attempt to bridge the gulfs 
that oppress people." he founded Albany 
State College in 1903, originally the Al 
bany Bible and Manual Training Insti 
tute, with a $2,600 grant from R.G. Haz

ard of Massachusetts, to bridge that gulf, 
she continued.

Labeling Holley as a brilliant man by 
any standards and a man who spoke 
with power, Dr. C.K. Dunson, in a tri 
bute to the founder, said, "Holley be 
lieved in the basic goodness of all people. 
We represent the future that he recog 
nized needs to be fulfilled."

Referring to one of Holley's books, You 
Can't Build A Chimney From the Top, 
the Honorable James H. Gray, Sr., Mayor 
of the city of Albany, said he 'marveled 
at the man's (Holley) insight.' Reflecting 
upon his personal association with the 
ASC founder and first president, Gray 
said, "education must go beyond the 
classroom to make for a democratic soci 
ety free of its many ills and Holley recog 
nized this ..."
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A Tribute, 
Con't., Page 95

to hear his "REMARKS" only thi 
more times, but I shall never forget 
how eloquent he was as a speaker.

In his autobiography — You Can't 
Build A Chimney From the Top — 
he speaks of his fundamental belief 
in the basic goodness of all people. 
He felt that one of the common fea 
tures of goodness he had found 
among the men he knew has a uni 
versal desire to do good for other 
people, to be helpful, to relieve 
stress and to raise their fellowman, 
if he were in the depths, to a place 
of dignity and worth.

He represents a link to the PAST I 
CHERISH.

We represent the FUTURE that he 
recognized needs to be FULFILLED.

— C.K. Dunson, Chairperson 
Division of Education

con't. from Pg. 96 —

The Occasion . . .
We auspiciously pay homage to our founder, Dr. Joseph W. Holley. It was 
through his perseverance, integrity and intelligence that this college was founded. 
It was through his Christian heart, his great vision and his love for his people that 
this college was founded.

Many of the new developments in higher education will involve new knowledge 
leading to new insights into behavior, with the hope being to increase the profes 
sional capabilities of our students to meet the challenges of these developments. 
Through the years Albany State has been preparing, and will continue to prepare, 
students to meet these challenges. Our mission started with the founder of the 
College. Our charge to keep the flame of knowledge started with the founder of 
the college.

Mrs. Eddene W. Johnson, '51. 
Director of Financial Aid, 
remarks on the occasion of the 
80th observance of Founder's Day
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Alternatives To Imprisonment "Hold More Promise
A "general disillusionment" with the 
effectiveness of prisons is causing a 
groundswell of interest in "communi 
ty-based corrections," said a professor 
of a Texas-based college of criminal 
justice.

Dr. Rolando V. del Carmen, who 
heads the doctoral department at Sam 
Houston State University's College of 
Criminal Justice in Huntsville, said 
experts believe alternatives to impris 
onment, such as probation and parole 
programs, "hold more promise."

Del Carmen, an expert in alternatives 
to incarceration, corrections law, 
criminal and civil liabilities, criminal 
justice education and equal employ 
ment opportunity and affirmative ac 
tion in criminal justice, was in Albany 
to participate as a Distinguished 
Scholars' Lecturer in a continuing 
education program at Albany State 
College's Criminal Justice Institute.

"We really don't know how to reha 
bilitate an individual," del Carmen 
contended. "Prisons should continue 
to be available, but for the violent, the

dangerous.

"The continued use of prisons on a 
massive scale is not beneficial to soci 
ety."

He said only 40% of the inmates in 
correctional institutes "really ought to 
be there."

"Alternative programs, which take 
non-violent convicts from the institu 
tional setting and place them in com 
munity-based correction programs is 
attractive to the public, said del Car 
men, because they (community pro 
grams) are cheaper."

"The public buys that argument," he 
said, especially when faced with a 
$50,000 price tag "for each prison 
cell."

But a public eager to embrace commu 
nity-based corrections "doesn't want 
them in my neighborhood."

Del Carmen said judges can help com 
bat the problem of high-priced, over 
crowded prisons by "being more in

novative in sentencing."

"Judges need to be more creative, re 
flective, progressive," he said. "They 
may find that community programs 
can do certain things," so they might 
consider referral of offenders to com 
munity agencies.

"Restitution is also a good approach."

"Or reconciliation (of an offender) 
with a victim or the family of a vic 
tim."

He said the secret of establishing a 
good alternative to incarceration is "to 
individualize, or it's not as effective."

Del Carmen does not argue that all 
prison doors should be opened.

"Prisons still have limited utility.

"Prisons do deter some criminals, but 
it has not been proved that the deter 
rent effect is all it's cracked up to be."
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"Miss Albany State College'' 

Sharon Taylor Of Ashburn, GA.
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1
Patricia Peterson 

"MISS OMEGA PSI PHI"

Teresa Coleman 
"MISS ALPHA PHI ALPHA"



Lisa Black 
"MISS BLAYLOCK HALL"



Logoi Bell of Albany 
First Attendant
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Brenda K. Williams of Valdosta 
Second Attendant
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Vanessa Edwards 
"MISS SENIOR"

Valerie Anderson 
"MISS JUNIOR"

Vivian Murray 
"MISS SOPHOMORE'

Rhonda Carroll 
"MISS FRESHMAN"
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Polly Brown 

'MISS KAPPA ALPHI PSI"
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1
Voncille Seay

All
Ledeadra Sullivan

\\

Pamela Copeland
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Favorites

Maria Collier

Rhonda Sloan

Teresa Lott
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Jennifer Jones

Ram Favorites At ASC 
... In '83

In 1982, the Ram Yearbook began its selection of Ram 
Favorites, "young ladies considered to be ideal role models 
reflective of the typical ASC coed," and the popularity of 
these choices, led to a repeat this year.

The Ram staff, and its editor Ronnie Adams, presents its 
choices as '83 Ram Favorites.
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Jan ice Randall Queen Taylor

Juanita Brown Nicki Maso de Moya



Moving In
Moving in, to most students, signifies 
extra-crowded parking lots, lugging 
bags from the lot to the dorm, or per 
haps even "hoofing" it across the 
bridge to the "yard."

Since moving in is limited to just a 
short time before the rush of registra 
tion, the inevitable burst of activity 
cannot be avoided.

Lack of organization and mass confu 
sion sometimes lead to great annoy 
ances for both the "about-to-be" occu 
pants and their parents — compound 
ed by the effort to bring everything 
from home but the "kitchen sink." 
Paraphenalia which includes 3 to 4 
suitcases, several boxes, a stereo, a

television, and lots of the latest record 
albums, much of which usually ends 
up being sent back home again.

During the course of a quarter, or the 
academic year, frequently, students 
change rooms and roommates. This 
continues until each party concerned 
is satisfied with his 'match of a' 
mate."

Unfortunately, just when everything 
seems to be perfect, it is time to move 
again.
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Lining Up To Wait
At the beginning of the school year, every ASC student is exposed to the lines and 
signs syndrome. Regardless of the task, whether waiting to pay tuition fees, 
getting an I.D. card made, obtaining a parking sticker (decal), making schedule 
changes, or buying books and supplies at the bookstore, signs directed students to 
go and lines of some proportion always awaited them. Most often, the end of the 
line brought paperwork and bureaucratic questions.

While these photos depict the syndrome in motion and at work in various places 
during the first weeks of school, eventually everyone settled into the normal 
routine of academic life and things on the "yard" were as usual. The thoughts of 
the next quarter's lines and signs seemed far away.

I
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Add/Drop? Drop/ 
Add? Regardless of the 
name, it still means 
"lines" to most stu 
dents. Hoping to 
change their schedules, 
many wait patiently in 
line to do so.

r
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Continuing Education Offered 
Through Inter-Campus Unit

Continuing Education classes are of 
fered at Albany State College under 
the auspices of the Inter-Campus Unit 
of Albany.

The offerings provide an excellent op 
portunity in personal and profession 
al development, recreational activity, 
as well as a number of programs de 
signed especially for children.

The ideas for courses in the continu 
ing education program offered 
through the joint Albany State Col 
lege/Albany Junior College Inter- 
Campus Unit, come about in two 
ways, according to Dr. Robert L. Mar 
shall, director of the Inter-Campus 
component. Courses may develop 
through input from people interested 
in a certain area such as the two 
courses offered by ASC in the intro 
duction to the computer or computer 
fundamentals.

"So many people called to express a 
desire for such a class that we are of 
fering both classes for a second time," 
an ASC spokesperson said. Both 
courses were on the continuing educa 
tion schedule for the winter quarter 
and a total in excess of 40 people were 
enrolled in the two classes.

Another way that such a class may be 
created is through an instructor's de 
sire to teach. If the Inter-Campus Unit 
likes the idea, they proceed to set up 
the class. "We are offering such 
classes as Beginning Automibile Me 
chanics, Effective Listening, Ad 
vanced Cake Decorating, Home Re 
pairs (Electricity and Plumbing), 
Landscaping and Flower Growing, 
and Jazzercise, Slim/Tone because 
someone came to us with the idea of 
teaching it," the spokesperson added.

Cont. on pg 121
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