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BLACK EXECUTIVE EXCHANGE PROGRAM (BEEP)
This year, for the first time, Albany 

State College participated in the Na 
tional Urban League's Black Executive 
Exchange Program (BEEP) which 
bridges the gap between textbook 
theory and the world of work.

Black executives from some 500 pri

vate corporations and governmental 
agencies conduct courses at 70 college 
campuses. Students and faculty are 
provided with data on the trends in 
international business management, 
computer science, corporate finance, 
and a variety of other career fields.
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More than twenty-five representa 
tives from the business, industry and 
government "work world" took part 
in the College's annual Career Out 
reach Fair, sponsored by the College's 
Office of Career Development.

These representatives interacted 
with the ASC students, faculty and 
staff and discussed their respective 
companies' job needs and the various 
ways the College can develop 
strategies for students to be able to 
achieve satisfactory employment.

Mrs. Cheryl Blount Lawson, an 
ASC alumna, was the Fair's keynote 
speaker.

The theme for this year's Fair was 
"ASC in the 80's: Developing 
Strategies for Career Options."

THE ASC CAREER OUTREACH FAIR
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Grady Caldwell, director of student activities and the 
impressario for many of the outstanding shows which 
appear on campus during the year, is a personable 
young man with a keen sense of "show-biz know- 
how"; and man, he does know how to put on a success 
ful, foot-stompin' concert — as attested to his repeated 
concerts featuring the Bar-Kays, Frankie Beverly, Roy 
Ayers, Chocolate, and others.

SLV
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CONCERTS:
Some of the Biggest,
Some of the Best ...
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ROTC FACULTY
OF MILITARY SCIENCE 

OFICER-IN-CHARGE 
ASSISTANT OFFICER-IN-CHARGE 
NON COMMISSIONED OFFICER -IN-CHARCE

CADET STAPF

DEPUTY BATTALION COMMANDER 
COMPANY COMMANDER 
FIRST SERGEANT
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TEN STUDENTS

What is an Albany State College student? 
What does he or she look like? What are they 
thinking and how do they express themselves? 
The following ten students are "card-carrying" 
members of that group "on the yard" known as 
the Albany State College Student Body and are 
willing to be seen and heard.

ill



WHAT IS YOUR 
ATTITUDE CONCERNING 
THE STUDENT/FACULTY 
RAPPORT ON CAMPUS?

Here at Albany State College we 
consider ourselves one big family, 
regardless of whether you are a stu 
dent or member of the faculty or 
staff. This relationship is clearly 
evident from the communication 
between students and faculty that I 
have observed while traveling to 
my different destinations on cam 
pus. Almost at every spot out on 
campus I have often seen students 
and instructors conversing on var 
ious matters. I feel that the stu 
dents and faculty here on Albany 
State College's campus have an ex 
cellent rapport.

Barbara D. Williams
Business Administration major/
Senior
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WHAT CHANGES WOULD 
YOU MAKE IN YOUR 
EDUCATIONAL PURSUITS 
IF YOU HAD THE 
OPPORTUNITY?

The changes that I would make in 
my educational pursuit if I had the 
opportunity would begin with getting 
to know more of the different people 
around the campus and getting in 
volved with different campus orga 
nizations.

In order to get to know what is 
actually happening at this institution, 
I would definitely be more active and 
known around the campus. For in 
stance, there are many programs, 
scholarships and other important activ 
ities that would have helped me if I 
had been informed. In college, the 
way to stay on top of issues is to really 
be active in student relations.

Rod Gardner 
Biology major/Senior
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WHAT IS MIDDLE CLASS 
MORALITY?

No democracy can afford to make 
spacious promises. The middle class 
morality speaks for itself and is obli 
gated to help turn the promise of 
equality of opportunity into a reality 
for all mankind. It ignores the realities 
of lower-class life which inhibit initia 
tive and enterprise.

Middle class morality exhibits con 
fidence in ability to achieve success. If 
participates in political, religion and 
voluntary organizations. It advocates 
liberty, law and order. It is committed 
to use all instruments of society — 
government and the private sector, to 
change the conditions and circum 
stances of the socially disorganized, 
impovished, and poorly educated, 
the gap between the seriously dis- 
advantaged and the more affluent 
class.

Urandu Gilbert Udoto
Graduate Student in the MBA Program
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WHO ARE YOUR HEROES?
•

I would have to answer that Jesus Christ is my 
superstar.

Why did I choose Christ as my hero? Well, when I 
sit and think about all of the things that the Savior 
did for me, that's the best and simplist way that I 
can describe him. I mean, He came down to earth in 
the likeness of sinful flesh. He was ridiculed, tor 
tured, and withstood many more hardships and 
pains, and He did it all just for me! Even more, He 
went on the cross and died in order to give me the 
right to abundant life. "Greater love hath no man 
than this: that a man lay down his life for his 
friends." Jesus is my friend, and I love Him.

However, Jesus did not stop there? He kept on 
proving His love for me. He has brought me 
through so many trials and tribulations. He has 
blessed me and given me that "abundant life" that I 
was promised. There is no power in heaven or earth 
that surpasses or even comes close enough to equal 
His. He is Lord, He is my hero.

Lynne Boges
Business Administration major/Senior

WHAT IS APATHY?

Any display of disinterest or indifference is 
termed as apathy. A man who registers to vote is 
described as being apathetic if he does not select a 
candidate for President on election day. Three black 
congressmen who have scaled to the summit of 
financial and social prominence, who apathy when 
they choose to shun the memory of their poverty 
fostered childhoods in the ghetto and forsake the 
hunger-filled cries of the poor. A junior biology 
major who ignores the repeated admonitions of his 
parents and instructors, flunks out of college be 
cause of his apathetic attitudes about study.

Clearly, apathy abounds in us all. Whether the 
expressed lack of concern involves voting or attend 
ing church socials, apathetic behavior is a common 
ly shared trait. A final example involves a happy- 
go-lucky junior who was relatively indifferent 
about writing a two paragraph expositor on a terr 
ibly plain and boring word. I believe it to be apathy.

Bruce Washington
Business Administration major/Junior
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WHAT ARE YOUR FUTURE 
PLANS?

Upon graduation, I plan to attend Val- 
dosta State College and begin studies to 
receive a Master's degree in Early Child 
hood Education.

After receiving my Master's, I plan to 
work for several years in the Lowndes 
County area. I choose this area because it 
is close to my hometown and a place 
where I would very much like to open a 
nursery school. I don't know if it will 
ever happen but I hope that someday it 
will. This center will be geared to serving 
those children who need the educational 
experience most.

Teaching young children will be my 
profession, not just because I love chil 
dren but because I want to teach and I 
want to start with the very young.

Joyce Jordan
Early Childhood Education major/Senior
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IS AMERICA ALL YOU 
THOUGHT IT WOULD BE?

America has fulfilled my expectations. 
Being a native of Jamaica, a small, de 
veloping Caribbean country, where one 
is limited by lack of technology and fi 
nances as well as overburdened by over 
population, I am especially appreciative 
of the opportunities available in the 
United States with regard to education 
al, financial and personal advancement.

Leaving the place that had been home 
for almost seventeen years was neither 
easy nor pleasant. Old friends, family, 
the beaches and other familiar places 
had to be abandoned to adopt a totally 
new way of life among strangers who 
talk with a funny accent and even drive 
on the wrong side of the road. 
You'll have fun — it'll be exciting!" they 
told me. "There will be lots of things to 
do and famous places to go." Well, final 
ly I was convinced. However, Albany, 
Georgia is not exactly "the Big Apple", 
things are quite a bit different from what 
we all thought. I have learned that in 
Albany, a person needs to make one's 
own excitement, and I am actually begin 
ning to enjoy living in this place I now 
call home.

Lianne Maso de Moya 
Spanish major/Sophomore

IS ROMANTICISM STILL 
ALIVE?

Yes, romanticism is still alive but it is 
barely existing. It is surviving only in a 
few men and women who have not yet 
purged into the pro-ERA movement. 
There really aren't very many men who 
openly practice romanticism. Many of 
them tend to feel intimidated by the 
female sex, thinking that all women hate 
the thought of men performing romantic 
gestures on their behalf. However, I feel 
there also exists a group of men who use 
the ERA issue as an excuse to avoid such 
practices.

Men should remember that out of the 
mass of women who have burned bras 
and demanded to be treated equal, with 
no frills and no extra attention, there are 
still a few of us old fashioned, unliber- 
ated women who can appreciate having 
a door opened for us or a chair pulled 
back at the dinner table.

Romanticism is alive and will remain 
so as long as there exists ladies who en 
joy being treated as ladies and men who 
don't mind treating them as one.

Brenda K. Peterkin 
English major/Senior



DO YOU FEEL YOU ARE "JUST 
ANOTHER FACE IN THE CROWD" AT 
ALBANY STATE?

No, because from the very beginning I found that 
this institution held for me challenges I was deter 
mined to meet. I soon discovered that to meet these 
challenges I was offered many opportunities in the 
way of involvement. I began to realize that by gain 
ing experience and knowledge from others through 
independent and group effort I had something to 
share. I learned early that my attitudes, judge 
ments, opinions, priorities and responsibilities 
were directly related to the things I considered to be 
important. I am satisfied when I gain recognition for 
my accomplishments, but I have a sejise of pride in 
just knowing that I have tried. Sometimes I fail to 
reach established goals — but continue to work — 
aware that one day my efforts will be rewarded 
(with a feeling of accomplishment). As I have ma 
tured my pride and school spirit blossomed into a 
oneness that became "ASC".

Melrobin Goseer
Senior
Business Administration/Management
Albany, Georgia

DO YOU FEEL THAT YOU HAVE 
BECOME A PART OF ALBANY STATE 
COLLEGE?

A college is an institution which provides greater 
advancement in the field of learning. Colleges vary in 
size, curriculum, and programming, each striving for 
the same goal, advancement in learning. Albany State 
is one such college that has afforded me this opportu 
nity. Since enrollment in Albany State, I have begun to 
realize the importance furthering one's education has 
in the application of everyday life.

I feel instructors are the keynote to learning. I contri 
bute much of my success and good feeling about 
Albany State to the instructor. The instructors have 
provided encouragement and guidance along the 
way, paving the road to a more pleasant environment.

As my time nears its end at Albany State, I look back 
at what this institution has given me and recall the 
accomplishments I have made. I am leaving with so 
much more than I started with. How can you not 
become a part of something when this happens? 
Albany State will forever remain a part of me.

Larry Wert
Business Administration major/Senior
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MISS ALBANY STATE COLLEGE . . . MOLLENE ROWELL
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Vanessa Edwards 
First Attendant

Sharmagne Daniels 
Second Attendant
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MISS JUNIOR 
Barbara Frazier

MISS FRESHMAN 
Cassandra Mathis
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MISS SENIOR 
Beverly Poe

MISS ALPHA PHI
OMEGA 

Gherissa Collins
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MISS ALPHA PHI
ALPHA 

Andrea George.

MISS OMEGA PSI PHI 
Bridgette Cooper
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MISS PHI BETA SIGMA 
Truly Linder

MISS BLAYLOCK HALL 
Jennifer Jones
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"MISS CHARM" 
Annie Doris Williams
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MISS KAPPA ALPHA PSI 
NeShanta Cunningham
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RAM FAVORITE 
Sharon Taylor
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RAM FAVORITE 
Jacquelin Sams
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RAM FAVORITE 
Carol Peterman

RAM FAVORITE 
Charmaine Goodnight
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RAM FAVORITE 
Sonjia K. Lewis

RAM FAVORITE 
Jacqueline Dawson
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RAM FAVORITE 
Giselle Ford
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THE ALBANY STATE 
COLLEGE MARCHING 
RAMS BAND

The ASC Marching Rams, again 
this year, were an exciting show orga 
nization. The front line was highlight 
ed by those ever-appealing, as well as 
entertaining, Golden Stallions, who 
were led this year by Neshanta Cun- 
ningham of Atlanta.

The pulsating percussion section 
returned in tact, and were led by Tim

Watson of Albany; while the Flag 
team, featuring the flashing of blue 
and gold colors, were led by Capt. 
Truly Linder.

The Royal Passion drill team daz 
zled the football crowds with their 
array of sequential routines, as Tomy- 
ko Taylor and Dale Williams provided 
the leadership. Jackie Sams, Deidra

Burson and Irene Spence were the 
Banner ladies and twirler.

The Marching Rams were indeed at 
the top when it comes to performing 
the top twenty hits on the chart. The 
music repertoire for the year include 
such hits as; "Lady You Bring Me Up" 
(Commodores), "I'm In Love" 
(Evelyn King), "Love On A Two Way 
Street" (Stacie Lattisaw) "Let's 
Dance" (West Street Mob) "Shake It 
Up Tonight" (Cheryl Lynn) "Super 
Freak" (Rick James) "She's A Bad 
MaMa Jama" (Carl Carlton) "Endless 
Love" (Diana Ross and Lionel Richie) 
"Fantasy" (Earth, Wind, and Fire) 
and many others.
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ALBANY STATE COLLEGE 1981 FOOTBALL SEASON IN RETROSPECT

... IN SEARCH OF A GRID VICTORY
First, you ought to recall that Rome 

wasn't built in a day. Second, you 
should realize that great leaders like 
Caesar and Augustus come along 
only once an age.

When these two thoughts are fully 
processed, one should be able to re 
flect upon Albany State College's 1981 
football season with more under 
standing and compassion for those 
coaches and players who helped

make it what it was.
Actually, the Albany State Golden 

Rams got all the understanding and 
compassion this year that they could 
want. What they didn't get — and 
God knows how they wanted it — 
was a football victory. The Rams 
struggled through 10 losses in as 
many starts, the worst record in the 
college's football history.

(The forfeit by Morris Brown 
erased one of the defeats, giving 
the Rams a 1-9-0 mark for the 
year)

But keeping in mind the two afore 
mentioned thoughts, one can't really 
justify being too critical of the year.

The last time Albany State finished 
a season winning more than half its 
games was in 1977, when it compiled



a 7-3 record under the helm of Whit- 
ney Van Cleve, in his first season as 
the "man in charge." Since then, the 
Rams' decline has been sure. College 
officials showed an effort to check the 
downward momentum — indeed re 
verse it — when they began searching 
for an able successor to Van Cleve af 
ter a 1-9-1 record in 1979. They 
thought they had found him in the 
person of Bill Williamson, who inher 
ited the head coaching post in '80.

As assistant coach and chief recruit 
er at NCAA Division II power, Vir 
ginia Union, Williamson laid the 
groundwork for Albany State's re- 
ascension to the ranks of the Southern 
Intercollegiate Athletic Conference's 
football powers, leading the Rams to a 
4-7 season. But Williamson couldn't 
seem to complete the reconstruction, 
and in fact, appeared to be destroying 
what he had already built as he 
watched his squad drop its first three
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games of the 1981 season by a margin 
of 98-28.

John Wright took over the reign as 
interim head coach when Williamson 
was fired after the third game. 
Wright, who was brought to Albany 
State as an assistant coach by William- 
son, could not turn around the Rams' 
fortunes in the win-loss column, and, 
by late November, the once-powerful 
SIAC rule of Albany State had been 
reduced to ruins.

Following is a recap of the Rams' 
1981 season, game-by-game:
ALBANY STATE 13, MOREHOUSE 
17

Hopes for a Ram victory in this sea 
son opener at Atlanta's Lakeside Sta 
dium were high, and the odds even 
higher as the Rams led Morehouse 
13-6 after three quarters. But More- 
house scored on a 1-yard touchdown 
with 9:41 left in the game and fol 
lowed with a run for the two-point 
conversion to go ahead, 14-13. Albany 
State couldn't penetrate the Tigers' 
half of the field again. Morehouse, 
however, got close enough to kick a 
field goal and beat the Rams 17-13. 
Fullback Clyde Mackey, the Bain- 
bridge junior, sparkled for Albany 
State in the loss, rushing for 103 yards 
and two touchdowns on 23 carries. As 
the season unwound, Mackey consis 
tently turned in fine performances but 
never had the satisfaction of con 
tributing to a victory.
ALBANY STATE 0, TROY STATE 43 

Lack of a sound aerial attack figured



heavily in the Rams' 43-0 drubbing at 
the hands of Troy State the following 
weekend. Albany State, with Tony 
Phillips calling the signals, managed 
only 13 yards through the airways. 
Again, Mackey ran for another 106 
yards, establishing himself as a prime 
contender for the NCAA Division II 
rushing crown.
ALBANY STATE 15, ALABAMA A & 
M38

Before a home crowd for the first 
time in the season, the Rams were 
embarrassed in this Saturday night 
conference clash, 38-15 by Alabama A 
& M's Bulldogs. Running at will, the 
Bulldogs made "mincemeat" of the 
Albany State defense, amassing 479 
yards in total offense. Phillips, a ju 
nior, had his best game yet, complet 
ing nine of 17 attempts for 128 yards 
and one touchdown. But Mackey was
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even more spectacular. He ran 18 
times for 132 yards, caught a touch 
down pass from Phillips and broke 
loose for a 56-yard run, his longest of 
the year. However, despite the per 
formances of Phillips and Mackey, the 
Rams were saddled with their third 
straight loss, driving the deathblow 
and sealing Williamson's fate. The fol 
lowing Monday, he was fired, and

The Rams fared no better in Orlan- 
do, Fla., falling 33-8 to Bethune- 
Cookman for loss number five. Mack 
ey, ranked sixth among the NCAA 
Division II rushers at the time, pound 
ed out 118 yards.

The Rams closed to within one in 
the first period, following a 1-yard 
thrust by Mackey and Ralph Robin 
son's miss of a PAT, but Ram miscues

John Wright was named as interim
head.
ALBANY STATE 13, TUSKEGEE 33

On the road for the third time in 
four starts, Tuskegee Institute spoiled 
Wright's head coaching debut, 33-13. 
Albany State's porous defense 
yielded 252 yards on the groudn. 
Mackey had another 100-plus rushing 
day but to no avail.

The Rams moved to within a td., 
20-13 on Charles Lewis' 1-yard plunge 
to cap a 56-yard sustained effort, but 
Tuskegee scored twice in the final 
stanza to put the game away.
ALBANY STATE 8, BETHUNE- 
COOKMAN 33

and a B-CC's Ken McMillan's pin 
point passing provided the margin of 
difference.
ALBANY STATE 15, ALABAMA 
STATE 24

Except for one detail, the Rams, 
playing in the friendly environs of 
Hugh Mills Stadium, put together a 
fine game against Alabama State. 
That one detail was fumbles. Albany 
State committed seven, losing five. 
The Hornets took advantage of the 
miscues and slammed brakes on the 
Rams' heretofore impotent offense 
and tacking on a 24-15 loss. Alabama 
State led 17-0 midway the third quar 
ter. Chris Sheffield, a promising frosh

from Cairo, started the game but 
eventually succumbed to the more ex 
perienced Phillips, who was calling 
the signals each time the Rams 
scored. Mackey, ailing from the bat 
terings of five games, coughed up two 
of the fumbles and was held 45 yards 
on the ground.
ALBANY STATE 7, CLARK 13

Clark scored twice in the first half, 
while the impotent Ram offense could^ 
manage only one td., late in the third 
period. Albany State, on the short end 
of a 13-7 score, continued making 
mediocre teams look great. The 
Panthers struck with 4:58 to play in 
the 1st stanza, capping a 42-yard drive 
in six snaps on a 20-yard td. by Marcus 
Clark. Their second six-pointer came 
as a result of a Ram miscue at their 
own 26.

Defensively, the Rams getting out 
standing play from several people, 
shut down the Clark offense in the 
second half, but cojuld manage only 1 
td. — an 11-yarder by Roy Kingdom.
ALBANY STATE 2, MORRIS 
BROWN 26

Before an overflowing Homecom- 
ing crowd, Albany State moved the 
ball offensively — driving inside the 
Morris Brown 30 six times, but com 
ing away with naught on each thrust 
in a 26-2 setback. The Rams avoided 
the shutout when the Wolverines' 
center snapped the ball over the pun 
ter's head and out of the end zone for 
a safety on a fourth down situation.

Phillips, the started at quarterback, 
connected on 8 of 14 tosses for 122 
yards, but he threw three intercep 
tions to the opposition. Sheffield, the 
"rifle from Cairo," entered the fracas 
in the fourth stanza and "popped" 
true on connections with his receivers 
on 3 of 4 attempts.

"As far as driving the ball, we did 
real well," John Wright, the Rams in 
terim head man, said (commenting on 
his squad's offensive thrusts which 
saw them inside the Wolverines' 30 
on six drives). "Everything we got 
within striking distance, something 
happened," he lamented.

What happened were missed block 
ing assignments, badly-run pass 
routes, off-target passes and mis 
handled balls — which sums up the 
study of the Rams' winless year. 
Twice, the Rams were knocking at the 
Wolverines' door — inside the 10-
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yard line with first and goal, but came 
away with naught.

The Morris Brown loss became a 
victory — by forfeit — due to an 
SI AC ruling of ineligible players.

ALBANY STATE 12, SAVANNAH 
STATE 14

"Close, but not close enough" can 
best describe the Rams-Savannah 
clash in Savannah. Some even claim 
the Rams actually did win, even 
though the record book reflects other 
wise. With :16 remaining in the game, 
ASC's Ralph Robinson's 29-yarder 
was ruled wide to right by the officials 
— killing the best chance for victory 
that the Rams had all season. Albany 
State lodged a legitimate claim that 
the oval had, indeed, split the up 
rights, but alas — to no avail, and 
defeat No. 9 was tacked on the ledger.

Earlier, Robinson missed on an ex 
tra point attempt, and Mackey was 
stopped shy on plunge for a two- 
point conversion run following a 63- 
yard sustained effort capped by Dar- 
rell Ogletree's 11-yard td. scamper af 
ter a faked field goal try.

Sheffield, the Rams' "Q.B. of the 
future," started and played most of 
the Savannah test and connected on 9 
of 20 passes for 111 yards. Mackey 
pounded out 77 yards on the ground, 
but speedster Ogletree picked up 64

yards on 11 carries.
ALBANY STATE 19, FORT VALLEY 
27

Just when it seemed Albany State 
had gotten the breaks that could keep 
it from a winless season and bring a 
fitting end to the week in which the 
school inaugurated Dr. Billy Black as 
its sixth president, everything went 
wrong.
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A defense that had held the Wild 
cats ground game in check most of the 
way gave up the big play and a bad 
snap resulted in a safety that opened 
the gates for a 27-19 Fort Valley State 
victory.

"We didn't win because we didn't 
keep our composure in the fourth 
quarter," said Wright. "We thought if 
we shut down their running game, 
we could beat them because they 
don't pass that well. And we did — for 
awhile. But in the end they ran on 
us."

Albany State trailed 12-6 in the third 
period when one break and a Wildcat 
gamble that backfired resulted in 
back-to-back Ram touchdowns.

Wildcat punter Alvin Boone bob-

bled the snap and then tried to pass 
his way out of trouble. Andra Jones; 
who had a first half interception ne 
gated by a late hit, grabbed the floater 
at the Fort Valley 48 and raced down 
the right sideline for a touchdown. 
Richardson's PAT kick gave ASC a 
13-12 lead with 2:19 left in the quarter.

Fort Valley, faced with a fourth- 
and-inches at its 30, following the 
kickoff, decided to go for it with nine 
seconds left in the period.

Quarterback Robert Troupe tried in 
vain to hurdle the center of the line, 
but was stacked for no gain.

ASC went the 30 yards in four 
plays. Ogletree picked up 11 on a 
sweep. Sheffield's pass for George 
Thompson bounced off the tight end,
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but wingback Mike Strother dove and 
caught the ball for 11 more yards. 
Mackey, who had 81 yards on 16 car 
ries, blasted up the middle the last 
yards for the touchdown and a 19-12 
lead with 14:09 remaining.

But three plays after the ensuing 
kickoff, Fort Valley fullback Michael 
Woolfolk went off left tackle, cut 
across the grain, found daylight down 
the right side and finally broke back 
up the middle the last 30 yards of a 
61-yard touchdown jaunt. But the 
Ram defense stopped running back 
Kenny Barrow's try for the two-point 
conversion and ASC led 19-18 with 
13:13 left.

The Ram offense could manage 
only four yards after the kickoff. Then 
Edward Kendricks snapped the ball 
wildly past punter Kenneth Wright, 
who beat Wildcat rushers to the ball 
and recovered in the end zone for a 
safety with 11:27 remaining.

Fort Valley added to the 20-19 lead 
with a nine-play 49-yard drive, 
capped by Troupe's 11-yard pass to tight 
end Daryl Green.

Troupe had connected with Green 
on a 15-yard scoring pass with 1:52 left 
in the third quarter after Albany State 
had taken the second half kickoff and 
had been backed to its 3-yard line. 
Wright only punted out to his 34 and 
the Wildcats needed just six snaps to 
get into the end zone.

Albany State socred with 13:53 left
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in the half with the help of a pass 
interference call in the end zone one 
play after Keith Mitchell had dropped 
a sure TD pass in the same corner. 
Sheffield sneaked over from the one 
after the penalty, ending a 72-yard 
march highlighted by Mackey's 25- 
yard run.

By the end of the season, Albany 
State had been outscored 268-104. 
Offensively, Mackey was the topic of 
most Albany State boasts. Phillips 
ended with 58 completions on 136 
attempts for 889 yards. Sheffield was 
27 of 61 for 286.

Defensively, the Rams' standouts 
were safety Andra Jones, linebacker 
James Nicholson, tackle Wendell 
Rozier, and ends Willie Muckle and 
Charles Solomon.

Rozier and halfback Roy Kingdom, 
who ran for 171 yards, were invited to 
play on the South's squad in the Sher 
idan Black All-Star Classic for seniors.

In all, nine seniors, including eight 
starters, graduated from the squad.

But desite this, Albany State's pros 
pects for a good 1982 season are

bright. In January, Hampton Smith 
was rehired as head coach. Smith 
coached the Rams from 1971 until 
1976, compiling a 28-26-3 overall

record and three winning seasons.
Smith might be just the leader 

Albany State is looking for to return 
glory to Ram football.
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A CHANGE IN COMMAND
Smith Returns as the Rams' Coach

Albany State College decided to re- 
hire one of its former head football 
coaches.

It was announced at a Monday 
afternoon press conference that 
Hampton Smith has been named to 
fill the head coaching position left 
vacant when Bill Williamson was fired 
after the first three games of the 1981 
season.

Smith served his first stint as head 
coach from 1971 until 1976. His teams 
had a record of 28-26-3, and enjoyed 
three winning seasons — 7-2-1 in 
1972, 6-3-1 in 1973 and 6-4-0 in 1976.

"Coach Smith has the support of 
the community and the college," 
Albany State director of athletics Wil- 
burn Campbell said. "If he didn't 
have that support, I wouldn't have 
recommended him for the position."

"I don't know the full details of why 
he was released the first time, but I do 
know that I received numerous calls 
from former athletes and people in

the community who have shown sup 
port for him."

Smith was one of three finalists for 
the job, Campbell said. Others under 
consideration were Cheney State 
coach Andy Hinson and John Wright, 
who served as interim coach after Wil- 
liamson was fired.

The search for a head coach began 
in earnest last December when a com 
mittee was formed to study the candi 
dates. Twenty-eight persons applied 
for the position, four were inter 
viewed.

Albany State President Billy Black 
reviewed the top three and made the 
final decision.

"We feel extremely fortunate to 
have a coach of Hamp's ability avail 
able to direct our football program," 
Campbell said. "He has been a suc 
cessful coach at the head coaching 
level and is committed to a winning 
football program. He will be an asset 
to the development of our total ath 
letic program."

An outstanding collegiate player at 
Mississippi Valley State College, 
Smith earned a master's degree in 
physical education at Tennessee State 
University, where he also served as 
an assistant football coach. He also 
coached at Mississippi Valley State 
(1959-1960), Higgins High School 
(1960-1962) in McComb, Miss., and 
J.E. Johnson High School (1962-1969) 
in Prentiss, Miss., before getting the 
ASC job in 1971.

Following assistant coaching posi 
tions at the University of Arkansas at 
Pine Bluff and Mississippi Valley 
State, Smith returned to Albany State 
in 1980 as defensive coordinator, a po 
sition he also served last year.

"I took this job because some of my 
former players have been pushing me 
and saying that they would give me 
their support," Smith said. "The peo 
ple in the community said they will 
support us. Now we've got to go out 
and compete and win, and win con 
sistently."

Things have not gone well Since 
Smith left the head coaching position, 
Whitney Van Cleve, Williamson and j 
Wright has a combined record of 17-

33-2.
Last year's team did not win a game 

on the field, but the Rams were 
awarded a victory after Morris Brown 
was forced to forfeit all its victories the 
past two seasons because of ineligible 
players.

Smith cited several areas he be 
lieves must be improved for Albany 
State to enjoy a winning program.

"The first thing we have to do is get 
a hard-working staff," said Smith, 
who is the seventh man to coach the 
Rams since the program began in 
1949. "Then we have to recruit. We 
are going to recruit the local talent first 
and then expand. There is enough tal 
ent in the local area to help us."

Since the season ended, Smith has 
been recruiting in Georgia, Florida 
and Alabama, but he stressed that the 
College wants athletes who are will 
ing to put time into their studies as
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Continuation of Smith Hired 
from page 158

well.
"We've had some people coming in 

here and playing football for two 
years and then quitting," Smith said. 
"We want the type of players who can 
stay on the team and in school."

Smith won't predict a winning sea 
son next fall. He realizes it will take 
time to get a winning tradition 
started.

"We will take each athlete we have 
here now and let them have an oppor 
tunity to improve," Smith said. "But 
we've got to get stronger, faster and 
meaner. We can accomplish our 
goals, but it will take a little time."

Smith said the Rams will feature a 
"high-powered" offense next season. 
"We will use a multiple offense and 
we'll try to attack people," he said.

"We'll probably use a five-or-six-man 
line on defense and do a lot of 
stunting.

"But technique and fundamental 
are the main things we will be work 
ing on. Technique is something you 
have to work on every day in practice. 
We will be teachnique-sound."

'82 Spring Drills
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ALBANY STATE'S CROSS-COUNTRY HARRIERS 
DOMINATE S.IAC. CHAMPIONSHIPS WITH 8TH 
SUCCESSIVE TITLE

The 1-2 finish of freshmen Edward 
Wright and Willie Powers paced 
Albany (GA) State College's cross 
country squad to its eighth successive 
Southern Intercollegiate Athletic 
Conference (S.I.A.C.) championship 
at the Atlanta Water Works' course.

Wright, a first-year harrier from 
Macon, GA., and Powers, who comes 
from Cordele, GA., finished first and 
second respectively over the 5-mile 
course and eclipsed the SIAC course 
record of 23:28 formerly held by 
Albany State's Keith Kinney in pacing 
the cross-country Rams to their eighth 
consecutive conference title since 
1972.

The Rams, with seven runners 
finishing in the top twenty-five, gar 
nered a total of 45 points to win the 
meet over Tuskegee (AL.) Institute, 
64; Morehouse (GA) College, 76; Fisk 
(TN) University, 77; Clark (GA) Col

lege, 96; Alabama A&M, 102; Benedict 
(SC) College, 174; Morris Brown (GA) 
College, 202; and Fort Valley (GA) 
State College, 210 points.

Wright crossed the course's finish 
line in 23:06, followed by Powers, 
who was timed in 23:23. Reginald 
Johnson of Jacksonville, Fl., also a 
first-year harrier for Albany State, 
finished fourth in 24:10. Other Ram 
finishers in the championships were: 
Jesse Henderson of Newark, NJ.; 
Francis Nottingham, Fort Valley, 
GA., 21st; Noel Leard, Cleveland, 
OH., 22nd; and Melvin Howard of 
Montezuma, GA., 25th.

The win by the Rams' frosh-led 
team continued the domination of 
SIAC Cross-Country Championships 
by Albany State College. Kinney won 
the event for four consecutive years.

Robert Cross, the Rams' coach, was 
named "SIAC Coach-of-the-Year."

Jesse Henderson, Melvin Howard, Noel Leard, 
head coach Robert Cross, Eddie Wright, Willie 
Powers, Francis Nottingham, and Reggie John 
son, the successful members of the SIAC cross 
country championship team.



MEET: SIAC CHAMPIONSHIPS
DIVISION:
WON BY: Albany State (45) 2ND:
4TH: Fisk(92) 5TH: Clark (99)
COURSE RECORD: 23:23

23:28

PLACE: Atlanta, GA (Atlanta Water Works) 
WEATHER: Rainy 

Tuskegee (64) 3RD: Morehouse (102)
6th: Alabama A & M (102) 

HELD BY: Willie Powers SCHOOL: ASC 
WINNING TIME: 23:23 — 1981 
HELD BY: Keith Kinney SCHOOL: ASC 
WINNING TIME: 23:28 — 1980

NO NAME TIME
1 E. WRIGHT 23:06
2 W. POWERS 23:23
3 R. JOHNSON 24:21
4 C. LEE 24:33
5 J. HENDERSON 25:25
6 E. NOTTINGHAM 26:20
7 N. LEARD 26:23 
School: ALBANY STATE COLLEGE 

Albany, GA 1st 
Name Place 
Edward Wright 1st 
Willie Powers 2nd 
Reggie Johnson 4th 
Jesse Henderson 17th 
Francis Nottingham 21st 

Score 45 
School: FISK UNIVERSITY 

Nashville, TN Atlanta, GA 
Name Place 
A. Figeroa 7th 
L. Trotman 10th 
D. Cotton 20th 

Score 92

SCHOOL
Albany
Albany
Albany
Morehouse
Albany
Albany
Albany
School: TUSKEGEE (AL)

2nd
Name Place 
D. Winward 5th 
J. Thompson 12th 
E. Jackson 15th 
T. Grant 18th 
B. Antoine 14th 

Score 64
School: CLARK (GA)

Huntsville, AL
Name Place 
R. English 3rd 
G. Timmons 9th

Score 99

School: MOREHOUSE
Atlanta, GA 3rd
Name Place
C. Lee 6th
R. Dancy llth
R. Romeo 16th
C. Moody 19th

Score 76 
School: ALABAMA A & M

Name Place
T. Hill 8th
J. Thomas 13th

Score 102
New Course Record — set by Edward Wright, Albany State — 23:06, 1981 
(old mark also surpassed by Willie Powers, Albany State, the runnerup, 23:23)
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LACK OF 
LEADERSHIP, 
ABSENCE OF 
EXPERIENCE IN 
THE
BACKCOURT, 
POSE MAJOR 
PROBLEM FOR 
RAMMETTES

Most observers had a "wait 
and see" attitude as the Albany 
State College Rammettes 
approached the opening of their 
1981-82 basketball season. The 
team appeared to be very strong 
at the forward positions, but 
lacked strength at guard and 
center. Coach Edith Daniels was 
forced to convert some forwards 
into guards in an attempt to sta 
bilize the team and juniors Re- 
gina Pope and Mary Brown were 
two players who would proba 
bly see action at both guard and 
forward. Daniels also looked for 
Janice Engram, Linda Frazier, 
and Charlene Owens to lend 
some help at the guard position, 
while Vanice Gardner, the only 
senior on the team, was being 
touted for one of the starting for 
ward positions. There were four 
juniors, two sophomores, and 
nine freshmen on the team 
along with Gardner. This type of 
youth caused problems in the 
area of leadership. "No one . . . 
took on the leadership role" and 
the absence of experienced 
guards posed a major problem 
for the Rammettes. "The worse 
was yet to come!"

The 1981 portion of the '81-82

«'«M\(|
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Rammettes' 
BASKETBALL
season for the Rammettes was not 
only disappointing, but it was rather 
depressing. The team lost its first two 
contests to Morris Brown and Fort 
Valley State College, but bounced 
back to defeat Voorhees (S.C.) in the 
consolation game of the Ella Fisher 
Invitational Tournament in Savan 
nah, Georgia. The team then pro 
ceeded to lose three consecutive con 
tests by an average margin of 16.3 
points before winning their second 
game of the year against Alabama A & 
M. The Rammettes closed out the 
1981 portion of their dismal season by 
losing to Morris Brown 75-70 after 
erasing a 22 point deficit to take a five 
point lead late in the contest. To add 
to those problems, Darlene Johnson 
and Linda Frazier, two players consid 
ered to be key in the offensive attack, 
prematurely ended their careers at 
Albany State College.

However, when the Albanians 
opened the New Year by hosting 
Savannah State on January 6th, there 
were signs of new beginnings as the 
team won 83-65 in their most produc 
tive effort of the season. The squad 
shot 37 of 74 from the field com 
plementing a 39-point performance 
by Regina Pope.

Preparing to face Tougaloo College 
in the Jackson State University Invita 
tional, an inspired coach Daniels said, 
"We must keep our heads above 
board because we can beat anybody." 
However, the Rammettes shot a dis 
mal 15.1 percent from the field during 
the first half, were only 13 for 38 for 
34.2 percent in the second half, and it 
seemed as though Murphy's Law was 
applicable on almost every offensive 
trip that the Rammettes took down 
the,court. However, Albany State had 
managed to tie the score at 36 when 
the regulation period ended. Both 
teams scored six points during the 
first overtime period, but Tougaloo 
outscored the Rammettes 9-4 in the 
second overtime to earn the victory.
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Despite their youthfulness, January 
16th was the day the Rammettes re 
turned to Sanford Hall to entertain the 
Jackson State University Tigerettes. A 
large crowd turned out to see the 
game despite the fact that most parts 
of Georgia had been snowed in almost 
all week. The Rammettes played 
sound defense against the powerful 
Tigerettes and at one point held 
Jacosen scoreless for over four min 
utes. The Rammettes trailed 36-29 at 
the half, but it was too much running 
in the final period as Jackson State 
used the "fast break" offense to hand 
the Albany State ladies an 80-66 de 
feat.

In what has been described as one 
of the greatest upsets in Albany State 
history, the Rammettes upset the

nationally ranked Fort Valley State 
Wildkittens. The Wildkittens, 10-2 
and ranked number 10 in the nation 
among NCAA Division II teams, were 
extremely confident that they could 
post a victory over the struggling 
Rammettes. Fort Valley had defeated 
the Albanians earlier in the season, 
but the Rammettes' performance 
from the opening tip-off told the audi 
ence that Coach Daniels' squad didn't 
plan for this contest to be a deja va. 
The audience had mixed emotions 
about the contest. To some, it was a 
contest similar to David versus 
Goliath. For others, it was a symbol of 
Shalamar's hit "The Second Time 
Around." And for Albany State fans, 
the Rammettes performance was 
likened to the tune "I Owe You One."
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After trailing 39-34 at intermission, 
the Albanians dissected the Fort Val 
ley defense during the final 20 min 
utes giving the Rammettes an 82-79 
win. Albany State placed four scorers 
in double figures and garnered a sea 
son high 67 rebounds.

The Rammettes were not as suc 
cessful the next day when they 
traveled to Statesboro to face Georgia 
Southern. Georgia Southern placed 
four scorers in double figures, led 49- 
33 at intermission, and cruised down 
the court for the remaining twenty 
minutes and outclassed the Ram 
mettes by an 81-56 score.

Going into the January 22nd clash 
against Clark College, Albany State 
needed a win to go over the .500 mark 
in SI AC competition. Although the 
offensive attack was sporadic, the 
Rammettes cruised out to a 31-16 half- 
time lead and went on to defeat the 
Clark Panthers 63-51.

When the Albany and Fort Valley 
women basketball teams meet, there

is always some exciting basketball. 
The two teams had met twice this sea 
son with each school posting a victo 
ry. Therefore, the January 27th con 
test was the "rubber match." A stand 
ing room only crowd turned out for 
the contest cheering and jeering as 
Fort Valley took a 44-35 halftime lead, 
but the Wildkitten fans spent plenty 
of time celebrating their anticipated 
victory and they didn't notice that the 
Rammettes were easing back into the 
contest. After trailing by 22 points, 
early in the second half, the Albany 
State lady cagers went ahead 76-75 
with two minutes remaining, but Fort 
Valley converted three Rammette 
turnovers into baskets and won 86-81.

The Tigerettes of Savannah State 
eagerly awaited the Albany State- 
Savannah State contest on January 
30th, because this was an opportunity 
for the Tigerettes to avenge an 83-65 
loss.

After dueling to a 32-all halftime tie, 
the Rammettes shot a blistering 56.6

percent from the field during the sec 
ond half to nip the Tigerettes by a 
score of 68-64.

Albany State turned into an offen 
sive machine their February 1st battle 
against the Lady Bulldogs of Alabama 
A & M. After moving out to a convinc 
ing 52-43 halftime lead, Albany State 
exploded for 59 second half points en 
route to a 111-73 route. The lady ca 
gers of Albany State shot 56 percent 
from the field and pulled down 58 
rebounds.

When Albany State hosted Georgia 
Southern on February 5th, they faced 
a monumental task. In order to enter 
the SI AC Tournament with a .500 
over-all record all of the remaining 
games had to be won.

Albany State performed miserably 
against Georgia Southern and trailed 
42-27 at intermission, but in the sec 
ond half, the team battled mightily 
against Georgia Southern trailing 
only 63-57 with 5:40 left in the game. 
However, Albany State played 4:30 
without scoring a basket and went 
down in a 68-61 defeat.

The Albany State lady cagers played 
their final home game of the season 
against the Teddy Bears of Mercer
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University. The Rammettes played 
the first half with all the grace of an ox, 
but unyoked themselves in the sec 
ond half to nearly catch Mercer by the 
final minutes. Albany State trailed 71- 
66 with 50 seconds to go, but three 
Albany State players drew fouls that 
Mercer exchanged for points and 
went on to win 75-68.-

Traveling to Atlanta, Georgia for a re 
match against Clark, the Rammettes 
were sporting a dismal 7-13 overall 
record and were 6-4 in the conference. 
A win against Clark would guarantee 
the Rammettes a winning conference 
record. But a win was "not in the

cards." Clark, a vastly improved team 
that had defeated the SIAC's number 
one ranked Tuskegee Tigerettes took 
advantage of several Albany State turn 
overs and moved out to a 38-26 half- 
time lead. Clark outscored the Ram- 
mettes 39-37 in the second half and 
posted a 77-63 win.

In one of the most exciting perform 
ances of the year, Albany State kept 
the Tuskegee Tigerettes' fans on the 
edge of their seats until the final whis 
tle had blown. The Tigerettes had 
been ranked number one in the nation 
for the five consecutive weeks, but the 
Albany State lady cagers were not in
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"awe" of the highly regarded 
Tigerettes. After trailing 34-20 at the 
half, the Albany State women cagers, 
remniscent of the Rammettes of old, 
came out in the first ten minutes of the 
second half, discarded the Tigerettes 
full court press, and took a five point 
lead with eight minutes remaining. 
But Tuskegee converted four con 
secutive turnovers into baskets and 
defeated the Albanians 76-68 oversha 
dowing a 16 for 19 field goal shooting 
effort by Phyllis Randall. 

The team concluded the regular

season with a 7-15 overall record, a 6-6 
conference mark, and faced Clark 
College in the first round of the SIAC 
Tournament. After fighting Clark 
College to a 30-all halftime tie in the 
first round of the SIAC tourney, disas 
ter struck as three Albany starters 
were in foul trouble. The Albanians 
fought gallantly and the score was
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tied at 59-all with eight minutes re 
maining, but when scoring ace Regina 
Pope picked up her fourth foul mo 
ments later, it signaled the "begin 
ning of the end" for the Rammettes. 
Pope was in foul trouble along with 
Phyllis Randall and Mary Brown.

With Albany State's two leading scor 
ers and point guard in foul trouble, 
Clark took advantage of the situation 
outscoring the Albany State troops 12- 
1 to post a 71-60 win.

In Retrospect 
It was a disappointing season for

the 1981-82 edition of Albany State 
College Rammettes. They were not 
able to fill the shoes of three of yester- 
year's players. Leadership contrib 
uted to the team problems as no one 
on the team came forth to offer direc 
tion. Several players were unable to 
make adjustments to new roles and 
positions.

The lady cagers didn't perform like 
two-time SIAC Tournament cham 
pions. Although the squad gave the 
fans some exciting moments, there 
were disheartening ones as well. The 
Rammettes seemingly found it diffi 
cult to put together two good halves 
of basketball. Most of the defeats fol 
lowed a similar pattern. The team 
would start out lackadaisical and fall 
behind by 15 to 20 points. When faced 
with defeat, the team would rally in 
the end, but always coming up on the 
short end. When one analyzes the 16 
defeats, 13 of them followed that pat 
tern. This year's squad didn't seem to 
have the intestinal fortitude that has 
always been displayed by past teams. 
And in the end, the team was unable 
to come up with the infallible recipe 
that makes winning essential.
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... THE RETURN TO RESPECTABILITY

I
I H

The 1981-82 Ram Basketball sea 
son opened with a couple of uncer-. 
tainties, a young squad, and sever 
al new faces. In its preparatory 
stages, Albany State fans saw the 
cagers' attempt to put together a 
winning team with a roster that in 
cluded only four of last year's play

ers. Despite the loss of a number of 
key players, Oliver Jones, the 
coach who was entering his 10th 
season as the Rams' head mentor, 
was confident that his good recruit 
ing year would return the basket 
ball program to respectability. 
However, questions from fans and

followers continued to mount. The 
biggest question was: could the 
team return to respectability with 
so many freshman cagers? Well, 
let's take a retrospective view.

It all began on a cold evening ear 
ly in December when Albany State 
played host to Edward Waters in 
the opening round of the 12th Mil- 
ler/Sowega Basketball Tourna 
ment. The "Running/ Gunning" 
Rams, remniscent of the Albany 
State teams of old, opened the sea 
son on a positive note by placing 
five scorers in double figures en 
route to a 110-77 win over Edward 
Waters.

When Albany State faced Savan 
nah State in the tournament cham 
pionship game, a capacity crowd 
filled the gymnasium with antici 
pated hopes of seeing the team cap 
ture its 10th Miller/Sowega Crown. 
From the opening tip-off until the 
final buzzer, the Rams gave their 
fans unbelievable action by putting 
on an awesome display of basket 
ball and "caged" the Savannah 
State Tigers 98-77. Jubilant fans ap 
plauded as all-tournament awards 
were meted out to Lamar Harris 
and Clifford Walton. The Most 
Valuable Player award was be 
stowed upon Lamar Harris.

With less than 24 hours of rest, 
Albany State hosted Tuskegee In 
stitute the following evening. Tus 
kegee Institute, an old Ram neme- 
sis, came to Sanford Hall with 
hopes of giving Albany State its 
first defeat. However, the Alba 
nians turned Tuskegee' s hopes and 
dreams into a "bitter taste of de 
feat" downing the Tigers 90-85.

When Albany State faced Ala 
bama A & M on the Bulldogs' court, it 
was an opportunity for the team to 
prove that they could win the "big 
one" on the road. A few observers 
had predicted the Rams would fal 
ter as soon as they left the friendly 
confines of Sanford Hall.
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From the start of the contest until 
the clock ticked down to the final 
seconds of the game, it appeared as 
though Alabama A & M would make 
the observers' prediction come true. 
After trailing by three points at the 
half, Alabama A & M fought the Alba 
nians "tooth and nail" until a Harris 
jumper with five seconds gave 
Albany State a 74-72 win.

Although Albany State had de 
feated Edward Waters by 33 points in 
the opening round of the Miller/ 
Sowega Tournament, the second 
meeting between the two teams was a 
different story. After leading Edward 
Waters by 10 at intermission, the 
Rams fell into a second-half slump 
and allowed their opponents to make 
a game of the contest. The Albanians 
were in deep trouble until Carl Faison 
and Tony Head, a "dynamic-duo" of 
freshmen reserves, combined for 26

points enabling the "blue and gold" 
cagers to post a 96-94 win.

When Albany State traveled to 
"Lovely Atlanta" to face Morehouse 
and Morris Brown Colleges, word 
circulated around Georgia's capital 
city by anti-Ram fans implied that 
Coach Jones' 5-0 team would fail in 
contest against Atlanta University . 
Center Schools. Unimpressed 
oddsmakers argued that it was Morris 
Brown and Morehouse who had re 
spectively eliminated Albany State in 
the past two SIAC Tournaments and 
suggested that the Rams couldn't 
meet the challenge where it counted. 
The Rams defied all odds-makers by 
defeating Morehouse and Morris 
Brown convincingly and paraded 
through the A.U. center in a manner 
that would have made "General Sher- 
man's march through Atlanta" look 
like a stroll in the park.

Optimism was high as the Albany 
State Rams traveled to Dothan, Ala 
bama to face Alabama State. Although 
Albany State had rapidly established 
themselves as a force to be reckoned 
with in NCAA Division II Circles, 
Alabama State was being touted 
nationally as one of the bettter NAIA 
teams. After leading 31-29 at the half, 
the Rams' bubble burst as Alabama 
State outscored the Albanians 24-4 in 
the first nine minutes of the second 
half and handed Albany State its first 
defeat by a 79-55 score.

When Albany State returned to the 
friendly confines of Sanford Hall to 
host Savannah State and Morehouse 
Colleges, the Rams had an opportuni 
ty to increase their first place lead in

the SIAC. Albany State and handled 
both teams with relative ease earlier in 
the season, but it was clutch free 
throw shooting that was the differ 
ence in the final minutes of each game 
giving the Albanians victories by

scores of 83-74 and 82-76, respec 
tively.

After battling to a 40-40 half time tie, 
Benedict took advantage of 37 oppor 
tunities at the free throw line and de-
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feated Albany State 89-80.
If Olivia Newton-John had been at 

Sanford Hall on Janurary 16th, she 
would have thoroughly enjoyed the 
contest between Albany State and 
West Georgia. The aggressiveness 
and intensity of the game echoed the 
sentiments that she sang in her latest 
tune "Let's Get Physical." Albany 
State led 34-33 at intermission, but the 
Rams succumbed to West Georgia 78- 
67 after being outscored 45-33 in the 
final 20 minutes.

"The Rams have been 'half- 
stepping' lately, but the Rams are 
going to get a Wildcat tomorrow," 
were the words used by Jones and the 
Albany State cagers as they prepared 
for their contest against arch-rival Fort 
Valley. Indeed, the Rams had been 
'half-stepping' and were stepped on. 
In the past two games, Albany State 
had been searching for win number 
10, but victory had eluded the Rams. 
After leading by 10 points with only 
five minutes remaining in the contest, 
Albany State committed five turn 
overs and allowed Fort Valley to tie the

1981/82 Rams — (Kneeling) Ernest Gage, Lamar 
Harris, Dennis Watley, Jerry Clay, Carl Faison 
and Leonard "Sambo" Wright. (Standing) Lar- 
ry Johnson, Anthony Head, Ralph "Smoke" 
Wilson, John Davis, assistant coach; Jarvis 
"Tree" Campbell, Clifford Walton, Oliver 
Jones, head coach; Tony Riggins, Geoffrey Phil 
lips and Curtis Redden.



game at the end of regulation. 
However, Albany State redeemed 
themselves in the overtime period 
and defeated Fort Valley 74-73.

The Albany State/Clark College 
contest was billed as a "battle of the 
giants." Both teams possessed an 
array of talented big men who were 
well versed in the basketball arena. 
Clark, the second place team in the 
SIAC, came to Albany with visions of 
unseating the league-leading' Rams. 
The two teams battled to a 65-all tie at 
the end of regulation, but Ralph Wil 
son and Leonard Wright combined 
for eight free throws and a basket, 
"caging" Clark's Panthers 76-70 in the 
overtime period.

In the most frustrating loss of the 
year, Albany State was embarassed 
by Bethune-Cookman in a match 
appropriately described as a battle be 
tween the "haves and the have nots." 
The Rams entered the contest with a 
11-3 record while Bethune was at a 
miserable 3-12 mark. Albany State led 
by seven at the half and built up a lead 
of 13 points in the final period, but 
Bethune rallied in the final minutes of 
the game to upset the Rams 90-84.

Fort Valley entered the second 
matchup between the two rivals with 
a record below the .500 mark, but that 
didn't stop the Wildcats as they main 
tained a 12-point lead during the first 
36 minutes of the contest. The Alba 
nians made a gallant effort during the
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final four minutes of the contest as 
they converted seven Fort Valley rum- 
overs into baskets and took a one- 
point lead with 1:16 left in the game. 
However, Albany State committed a 
"cardinal sin" by fouling a Fort Valley 
player, who converted both free 
throws to put the Wildcats ahead 62- 
61 with 20 seconds remaining. The 
Rams last hope for victory died when 
a last second shot circled the rim be 
fore falling out. "Close, but no 
cigars."

Albany State faced almost insur 
mountable odds when they traveled 
to Savannah to play the Tigers, wtio 
were 0-8 on the road, but were a mirac 
ulous 8-0 at Wiley-Wilcox Gymna 
sium. Albany State became the Tigers' 
ninth victim as the Rams fell behind 
by 20 points in the first 10 minutes of 
the game and lost 71-57, one of their 
worst losses of the year.

Returning to Sanford Hall for a two- 
game homestand against Alabama A 
& M and Benedict, the Rams were 
looking to break a three-game losing 
streak and searching for respect as 
they watched their capacity crowds

dwindle to average numbers during 
the three-game demise.

Fans watched the Albany State ca- 
gers struggle in both contests and in 
the final minutes of the two games it 
was "Smoke" Wilson, the captain of 
the team, who rescued a sinking Ram 
ship with key baskets, snatching "vic 
tory from the jaws of defeat."

Basketball prognosticators labeled 
the Albany State/West Georgia con 
test as a "battle of the conferences." 
West Georgia, the heroic team from 
Carrolton, that had averaged more 
than 20 wins per year for the last 10 
seasons, boasted about being unde 
feated against SIAC competition dur 
ing the 1981-82 campaign. For the 
Rams, it was an opportunity to 
avenge an earlier defeat, blemish the 
Braves record and spoil their home- 
coming festivities.

"Pride" was the key word as 
Albany State shot a phenomenal 61 
percent from the field during the first 
half. However, the Rams trailed 49-43 
at the half because they shot only 41 
percent from the charity stripe. 
Albany State took the lead at 57-55,
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built leads of two and four points, but 
the Braves kept coming back to tie the 
game. With the score tied 89-89 and 
one second remaining, Albany State 
put a damper on West Georgia's 
homecoming as Leonard Wright sank 
a free throw giving the Albanians a 
90-89 win.

In a game against Clark College that 
was tied an unbelievable' 22 times, 
Albany State blew a chance to clinch 
the SI AC visitation champion. With 
the score tied 67-all and 30 seconds 
remaining in the game, disaster 
struck for the Rams. A costly foul ... 
followed by two free throws for Clark, 
set the stage for a heartbreaking 
Albany State defeat.

The Albany State cagers journeyed 
to Tuskegee Institute to take on the 
Tigers with an opportunity to clinch at 
least a tie for the conference champi 
onship. But things just wouldn't fall in 
place. The Rams were whistled for 
numerous violations immediately af 
ter the tip off and when less than eight 
minutes had elapsed from the clock, 
Walton and Tony Riggins were on the 
bench with three fouls. Tuskegee took 
advantage of the void in the middle 
and used an inside game to build a 
42-31 half time lead.

The Tigers put on a rebounding clin 
ic in the early stages of the second 
half and built a 58-40 lead midway 
through the final period, but the 
Rams outscored Tuskegee 15-3 and 
trailed only 61-55 with 6:40 remain 
ing. However, Albany State couldn't 
get any closer and fell to defeat by a 
76-55 score.

The Albany State cagers returned 
home for their final contest of the sea 
son against Morris Brown with the 
handwriting on the wall and the stage 
set. It would take a victory over Mor 
ris Brown to assure the team a share of 
the SIAC visitation crown, but a victo 
ry would not be easy for the squad 
because Harris, the team's top offen 
sive threat, suffered from muscle 
spasms early in the week, making his 
status for the game questionable. 
Added to that, Morris Brown, a solid 
team, had been playing its best bas 
ketball for three consecutive weeks.

The game started with Harris 
occupying a seat on the bench; and 
Morris Brown, true to form, roared 
out fired up, building a 10-point lead 
with nine minutes remaining in the 
first half. Harris, off the bench and 
into the game, "popped in" three con 
secutive baskets to narrow the Wol-
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