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We are blessed

 
   Next week we’ll indulge in the annual holiday 
tradition known as Thanksgiving. Most of us will 
probably gather around a table loaded with turkey 
and all the trimmings to share a meal with our 
families.
   While you’re celebrating, there are so many others 
who will spend Thanksgiving working – in hospitals, 
police departments, fire departments and so forth. 
There are others who will spend Thanksgiving alone 
because they have no families. Some don’t even 
have a roof over their heads or food to eat each day.
   Far too often we take for granted the many 
blessings we receive. We are blessed beyond 
measure. We have homes. We have food. We have 
jobs. We have opportunities for education.
   I think the Pilgrims realized just how blessed they 
were when they had that first Thanksgiving. By 
today’s standards, they didn’t have very much, but 
the Pilgrims realized how “rich” they really were. 
The Pilgrims also understood that the Native 
Americans, who were their neighbors, saved them 
from starvation. 
   On Thanksgiving Day, somewhere between the 
cranberry sauce and the pumpkin pie, take a look 
around you and all those sitting at the table. Treasure 
that snapshot in time in your memory because you 
are incredibly blessed and such a moment won’t 
happen again. Make an inventory of all the things 
with which you’ve been blessed. Even better, share 
with your loved ones what makes you thankful.
 
 

Golden Rams to host playoff game, tickets now on sale 
 
By Edythe Y. Bradley
Sports Information 
Director
 
   Albany State University football fans will get another chance to see their favorite 
team in home action as the No. 1 Golden Rams will host a second-round NCAA 
Division II Football Championship playoff game on Saturday, Nov. 27. The NCAA 
Division II Football Committee announced Sunday afternoon the field of 24 teams 
chosen to participate in the championship series. The Super Regional Two playoff 
bracket features three teams from the Gulf South Conference, two teams from the 
Southern Intercollegiate Athletic Conference and one team from the South Atlantic 
Conference.
   Ranked number one in the Super Regional Two, the Golden Rams (10-0) received a 
first-round bye and will host the winner of the first-round game between the No. 4 
Wingate University Bulldogs (8-2) and the No. 5 Morehouse College Maroon Tigers (8-
2) on Saturday, Nov. 27, at 1 p.m. at the Albany State University Coliseum in Albany, 
Ga. Tickets for the playoff game are $15 for adults and $5 for kindergarten through 
12th grade students and ASU and opponent team students with a valid ID. 
Quarterback Club seats are $35.
   Tickets went on sale today at the ASU Business Office Cashier’s Window in the 
ACAD Building, Odyssey Records, June Bug’s Grocery Store and the Radium Springs 
Petro Store. Fans may purchase tickets on campus until Tuesday, Nov. 23, at 4 p.m.
   Fans are encouraged to purchase tickets early for the playoff game, ASU Athletics 
Director Richard Williams said.
   “We are very excited about the opportunity to host the second-round game and 
play before our home crowd,” Williams said. “Whether it’s Morehouse or Wingate, we 
anticipate a great game between two great teams and we are expecting a large 
crowd to come and support the Golden Rams.”
   The Maroon Tigers and Bulldogs, who will play Saturday, Nov. 20, at noon at Irwin 
Belk Stadium in Wingate, N.C., make their first appearance in the playoffs. The Nov. 
20 game is the first meeting of the two teams.
   In the other Super Regional Two first-round game, the No. 6 University of North 
Alabama (8-3) will travel to Valdosta, Ga. to take on the No. 3 Valdosta State 
University Blazers (8-2) on Saturday at 1 p.m. at Bazemore-Hyder Stadium. The 
winner will face No. 2 Delta State University Statesmen (8-3) on Nov. 27 in the 
second-round game at Parker Field-McCool Stadium in Cleveland, Miss.
   If the Golden Rams continue to win, Albany State could possibly host the Division II 
quarterfinals on Dec. 4 and the semifinals on Dec. 11 or 12.
    The 25th Division II National Championship Game, which is hosted by the 
University of North Alabama and the Shoals National Championship Committee, is set 
for Saturday, Dec. 18, at Braly Municipal Stadium in Florence, Ala. The game will be 
broadcast live on ESPN2 HD/ESPN3.com. The 2010 championship marks the 25th 
consecutive year that the Division II championship game has been played in Florence.
   For more information about the game, call the ASU Athletics Department at 229-
430-4754.
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Albany State University will hold its Fall 2010 
Commencement at 9:45 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 
11, at the Albany James H. Gray Sr. Civic 
Center.
 
The Albany State University Concert Chorale 
and Chamber Singers, conducted by Dr. Marcia 
Mitchell Hood, will present a Christmas 
Concert at 7:30 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 5, at St. 
Teresa’s Catholic Church in Albany. The 
featured will be J.S. Bach’s “For Unto Us a 
Child is Born.” There is no admission charge. 
For more information, call the ASU Department 
of Fine Arts at (229) 430-4849.
 
ASU will hold its annual Community Messiah 
Sing-Along at 4 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 12, in the 
ACAD Auditorium. There is no admission 
charge. For more information, call the ASU 
Department of Fine Arts at (229) 430-4849.
 

 
 

ASU to offer master’s degree in rehabilitation counseling
 
By Cindy Gambill
Executive Editor
 
   Beginning in May 2011, Albany State University will launch its Rehabilitation 
Counseling Program, which includes offering a master’s degree in rehabilitation 
counseling.
   Students who earn the master’s degree in rehabilitation counseling qualify to take 
the certification exam administered by Commission on Rehabilitation Counselor 
Certification. Certified rehabilitation counselors assist people with disabilities to cope 
with the personal, social and vocational effects of their disability; promote 
employment compatible with their abilities in integrated work settings; and by 
connecting them with resources that enable them to be fully participating members of 
society.
   To enroll in the master’s degree program, the prospective student must hold a 
bachelor’s degree from a regionally accredited college or university and be admitted 
to the ASU Graduate School. The program is open to professionals already working in 
rehabilitation counseling or those new to the field
    There are three accredited rehabilitation counselor training programs in Georgia: 
Georgia State University, Thomas University and Fort Valley State University. The 
existing programs in the state don’t meet the state’s demand for certified 
rehabilitation counselors.  According to the Georgia Department of Vocational 
Rehabilitation, there are about 100 vacancies for certified rehabilitation counselors, 
but fewer than 40 students graduate annually from these programs
    Rehabilitation counseling is more readily available in urban areas, and rural areas – 
such as Southwest Georgia – suffer from a more serious lack of certified rehabilitation 
counselors.
    “It’s really hard to attract counselors to rural areas,” said Dr. Carolyn Rollins, 
associate professor of Counseling & Educational Leadership at ASU.
    Rollins said she hopes that by offering the degree at ASU, graduates will be more 
likely to remain in Southwest Georgia after graduation. 
    Along with the new degree program, ASU has also received a $920,000 grant from 
the U.S. Department of Education to develop the program and fund scholarships for 
students in the new program for five years. The grant will provide full scholarships, 
which include tuition and a stipend for books and other expenses. Scholarships have 
a payback requirement, which means that for every year the student receives the 
scholarship, he/she must provide two years of service in the field after graduation. In 
addition to providing scholarships, the grant will also assist with the master’s degree 
program in rehabilitation counseling by better equipping the ASU library for 
rehabilitation education, supporting the creating of online courses and integrating a 
focus on rural rehabilitation into the curriculum.
    For more information about the master’s degree in rehabilitation counseling and 
the available scholarships, contact Dr. Rollins at (229) 430-2793 or 4715.
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Delvon Lewis (left), a freshman at Albany State University, speaks with Dr. Sara Hertog of the 
United Nations’ Population Division, following her presentation at ASU on Thursday.
 

‘Progress in global development is insufficient’ UN officer says
 
By Joseph West
Publications Specialist
   In a speech to Albany State University students, faculty and staff on Thursday, Nov. 18, 
entitled “Millennium Development Goals,” Dr. Sara Hertog, population affairs officer for the 
United Nations’ Population Division, presented an unflattering report on the international 
community’s efforts to build a better world.
   “Progress has been made, but it hasn’t been enough,” she said.
   Referring specifically to international efforts to achieve goals set forth by world leaders at a 
millennium summit in September of 2000, Hertog said the international community has not 
progressed sufficiently toward achieving eight important millennium development goals.
   The goals are ending poverty and hunger, universal education, gender equality, child health, 
maternal health, combating HIV/AIDS, environmental sustainability and global partnership.
   Hertog told students they can help accelerate the progress towards accomplishing those 
important millennium goals by participating in study abroad programs, the UNICEF, Model UN 
programs and pursuing graduate education in international affairs.
   Dr. Nora Osakwe, director of Global Programs at ASU, said ASU’s Global Programs and 
International Education Week is designed to expand student awareness of international issues.
   “Dr. Hertog presented information that will help prepare our students to be important parts of 
the solutions to global problems,” Osakwe said.
   Hertog, responsible for monitoring and reporting on population health issues to the 
Commission on Population and Development, conducts research focused on gender disparities in 
HIV/AIDS epidemics, mathematical models of HIV epidemic dynamics and the potential spread of 
HIV in China.
   Hertog’s lecture was sponsored by the ASU First and Second Year Experience Program, Title 
III, the United Nations Higher Education Alliance and the Humpty Dumpty Institute. Hosted by 
the ASU Global Ambassadors, Hertog’s presentation was part of ASU’s International Education 
Week.
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FSYE Lecture Series presents women’s rights activist Asra Nomani  
 
By Camile Matthews
Student writer
   Critically acclaimed author and women’s rights activist Asra Nomani shared her story with 
Albany State University during the First and Second Year Experience Lecture series presentation 
on Tuesday, Nov. 16, in the ACAD Auditorium.
   Nomani is the author of “Standing Alone in Mecca: An American Woman’s Struggle for the Soul 
of Islam” and “Tantrika: Traveling the Road of Divine Love.” She is a leading activist for women’s 
rights in the Islamic world.
   Nomani moved to New Jersey with her family from India when she was 4 years old. She strived 
to fit in but hardly knew any English. For the first time her foreignness became very evident.
   Nomani and her family later moved to Morgantown, W.Va., which she still calls home. After 
graduating from West Virginia University, she began a 15-year stint as a reporter for The Wall 
Street Journal. Nomani uncovered stories about how airline pricing officials secretly used an 
electronic airfare database to signal price changes. After this discovery, the Justice Department 
initiated an investigation which resulted in a multimillion dollar class action settlement for airline 
customers.
   “I thought I found a recipe for success, but in my own community I couldn’t even go into my 
own mosque,” Nomani said.
   In her hometown mosque, women were not allowed to worship with men. They entered 
through the back door and worshiped in separate and secluded balconies, basements or 
backspaces.
   “Girls didn’t go to the mosque only men did,” Nomani said. “At the time, it was in a Methodist 
church. My brother and my dad went every Sunday while we stayed home. There was no room 
for us inside the faith.”
   Outside the mosque, women’s rights were championed.
   “My mother is a feminist. My grandmother is a feminist, but they are conservative in Islam,” 
Nomani said. “When my grandmother met my mother for the first time, my mother had a veil 
over her face. My grandmother tore the veil off and said ‘I’m not having that!’ I was raised to be 
a strong-minded woman.”
   After Sept. 11, 2001, Nomani moved to Karachi, Pakistan, to report for Salon magazine on the 
war in Afghanistan.  While in Karachi, Nomani’s close friend Daniel Pearl and his wife came to 
visit. Pearl and Nomani became friends while working at the Washington D.C. bureau for The 
Wall Street Journal.
   “Danny, he was my pal,” Nomani said. “When I was 28, I met him for the first time.”
   She said that Pearl helped her assimilate to American culture.
   While visiting Nomani, Pearl was searching for Richard Reid, the “shoe bomber,” for an 
investigation on Al-Qaeda. He thought he was going to interview Sheik Gilani in downtown 
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Karachi. He was with Nomani and his wife, Mariane, the night before he was abducted by 
militants.
   “I remember him saying, ‘I’m anxious to get into Afghanistan but I’m not anxious to die,’” 
Nomani said. “We expected him back that night, but he never did come back. Danny had been 
kidnapped. We found out through pictures on an e-mail with a gun to his head.
   “On Jan. 23, 2002, I had to make a choice, to make a plan to get out of town or to stay. I 
called my dad and he said, ‘You have a duty to stay and stand by your friend.’ By the fifth week 
we discovered a video had been dropped off at a mosque in Karachi. It documented his murder 
with proclamation of the Islam religion. In their world view, because he was Jewish that gave 
them the right to take his life.”
    Nomani’s character is prominent in “A Mighty Heart,” the film based on the life and death of 
Pearl at the hands of Pakistani militants.
   After Pearl’s death, Nomani knew that there was a social injustice in the Islam community. She 
also realized that she was pregnant.
   “Detectives thought that I was a spy from India,” Nomani said. “I had found love with 
someone, but he fled because he was afraid. It was dangerous at the time. I mean, who wants 
to be with someone who might be a spy? Detectives found him and interrogated him about me.  
The same Islam in Pakistan that made it right for them to kidnap and murder Danny looked at 
me as a criminal because I was pregnant.”
    After speaking with her mother, Nomani decided to keep her baby and moved back to her 
hometown in West Virginia. She gave birth to her son Shibli, whose name means “lion cub” in 
Arabic, on Oct. 16, 2002. After his birth she began her crusade and activism for women’s rights in 
the Islam faith.
   “I had to stand up for an interpretation of Islam that didn’t make a woman a criminal,” Nomani 
said.
   In 2003, a new mosque was built, with the help of her father, in her hometown. Instead of 
having a backspace for women to pray, there was a closed-off balcony section.
   “When I tried to walk through the front door, a man said to me, ‘take the back door sister,’” 
Nomani said. “At that point, I had to make a decision. I chose to step up and walk through the 
front door. After 10 days, my family returned with me, and we walked into the main hall to pray.”
   The other men in the mosque were angered by Nomani’s and her family’s actions.
   “There come moments in our lives when we will decide whether we will stand up,” Nomani 
said. “It’s not just about social injustice for women, it’s about men too. The way we look at issues 
about women is how we deal with issues of violence.”
   Nomani is the creator and founder of the Muslim Women's Freedom Tour. On March 1, 2005, 
she posted on the doors of her hometown mosque “99 Precepts for Opening Hearts, Minds and 
Doors in the Muslim World.” She was also the lead organizer of the woman-led Muslim prayer in 
New York City on March 18, 2005, where a woman led men and women in prayer. This was a 
monumental moment in the history of Islam. Her career as an investigative journalist has 
equipped her for a journey in which she has been trying to uncover the true beauty of Islam, 
concealed behind centuries of artificial rules and traditions.
   In August 2007, Nomani became a visiting professor in journalism at Georgetown University’s 
School of Continuing Studies, where she has lead an investigative faculty-student project, “The 
Pearl Project,” aimed at answering questions about the politics behind Pearl’s death.
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