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A click that makes a difference 

 
   Back in August and September, we did it!
   We rallied all the Albany State University 
students, faculty, staff, students and supporters to 
vote online to make Ali’Yah Arnold, Miss ASU 
2010-2011, one of the 10 campus queens featured in 
Ebony magazine and again in September to have our 
Soil to Sun sculpture named one of the Seven HBCU 
Wonders of the World.
   Now it’s time to do it again.
   This is the second year Home Depot has held the 
Retool Your School program, which provides grants 
totaling $150,000 to HBCUs. The top winner gets 
$50,000. The next 10 top winners each get $10,000 
for projects.
   If ASU wins, we’ll use the money to improve the 
landscaping of the Pedestrian Mall to turn it into a 
showpiece of horticultural artistry for the campus.
   Right now, ASU is in 45th place out of 56 schools 
with a total of 3,388 votes. The leading HBCU has 
209,204 votes. Some would say that we should give 
up, but I believe this is an opportunity for ASU 
students, faculty, staff, alumni and supporters to join 
forces and show how we can make a difference. We 
can win this contest, and as we do so, we can show 
the support that we have for this great university.
   Click on the link to the website and vote today. 
There’s only one week left to vote, but you can vote 
once each day. That’s seven days to make your vote 
count.
   It’s just a click. All it costs is a little bit of time, 
but the reward could make a significant impact on 
the ASU campus.
 
 

 
ASU to honor 2010-2011 retirees

 
By Cindy B. Montgomery
Executive Editor
 
   Albany State University will honor its 2010-2011 retirees with a celebration at 4 p.m. Monday, April 18, 
in the L. Orene Hall Building.
   With the theme “Retirees: Celebrating the Past, the Present and the Future,” the celebration will honor 10 
retirees. ASU faculty, staff and students are invited to attend the celebration.
Retirees include:

●     Dr. Mohammad L. Ansari, professor of business administration with 10 years, 10 months of 
service to ASU. 

●     Nathan Bartell, a carpenter in Facilities Management with 16 years, 5 months of service. 
●     Dr. Joyce L. Cherry, a professor in the Department of English, Modern Languages and Mass 

Communication with 17 years and 9 months of service. 
●     Lloyd Cicero, a groundskeeper in Facilities Management with 13 years and 7 months of service. 
●     Walter Dupree, a groundskeeper in Facilities Management with 16 years and 11 months of service. 
●     Dr. Betty D. Hatcher, an associate professor of teacher education with 15 years and 9 months of 

service. 
●     The late Shirley J. Mathis, a maintenance worker in Facilities Maintenance with 30 years of 

service. 
●     James L. Sackor, Safety/Risk Management Program in Facilities Maintenance with 21 years and 7 

months of service. 
●     Dr. Sharry M. Sackor, an assistant professor of teacher education with 6 years of service. 
●     W. Frank Wilson, director of the Center for the African-American Male and an advisor in the 

CETLA Advisement Center with 9 years and 10 months of service. 
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The Albany State University Graduate School 
will host a town hall meeting for graduate 
students from 10:30 a.m. to noon on Saturday, 
April 16, in Eula Lovett Hall. For more 
information, call the Graduate School at (229) 
430-5118.
 
The Albany State University Department of 
Athletics will sponsor tryouts for cheerleaders 
for the 2011-12 season on Saturday and 
Sunday, April 16-17. The tryout session will be 
held at the HPER Gymnasium on campus. 
Persons interested in trying out for a position 
with the squad should bring a copy of an 
insurance card, recent transcript/grade report 
and a $25 registration fee (cash or money 
order) to registration on April 16.  New students 
should bring a copy of their ASU acceptance 
letters. For more information, call Karla 
Anderson at (229) 430-4754 or karla.
parks2@asurams.edu.
 
On Monday, April 18, Albany State University 
will host Southwest Georgia area journalists for 
“AEL Media Day at ASU.” The program, 

 
Children from the Albany State University Early Learning Center and from Albany area daycare 
centers and kindergartens came to ASU on Monday for the kickoff of the Week of the Young 
Child.
 

Week of the Young Child kickoff 
brings hundreds to ASU

 
By Joseph West
Publications Specialist
           
   On Monday, April 11, more than 200 excited young children from Albany area daycare centers 
and kindergartens were  welcomed to Albany State University to kick off a week of activities 
celebrating The Week of the Young Child. The opening ceremonies were capped off by Albany 
City Commissioner Dorothy Hubbard proclaiming April 11-15, 2011, “The Week of the Young 
Child” in Albany, Ga.
   The Week of the Young Child is an annual celebration spearheaded by the National Association 
for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC). Locally, the ASU Early Learning Center has 
organized events that highlight the importance and the joy of spending quality time with young 
children. These events are planned for preschoolers, kindergartners, and their parents, and seek 
to encourage a better learning relationship between young children and adults.
   “We are very happy with the participation we’ve received from daycare centers from the 
surrounding counties,” said Jeannette Lucas, director of the ASU Early Learning Center.  “This 
year’s opening ceremonies featured more stations and vendors, a clown, free games and events 
for children, educational activities and giveaways. This was a special celebration.”
   Several campus organizations and local elementary schools participated in the celebration and 
other events during the week.
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designed to give local media representatives a 
closer look at NASA’s education outreach 
efforts in Southwest Georgia, will begin at 9:30 
a.m. in the aerospace laboratory located in 
room 119 on the ground floor of the James 
Pendergrast Library The two-hour event will 
give reporters and media representatives an 
opportunity to experience the state-of-the-art 
aerospace education experience that NASA 
uses to prepare its future workforce. It will also 
give reporters and NASA SEMAA program 
officials at ASU an opportunity to discuss the 
program’s goals, objectives and potential 
impact on the community. For more information 
on “AEL Media Day at ASU,” contact Joseph 
West at (229) 449-4778.
 
During this semester, Albany State University 
students in Dr. Michael Rogers’ Management 
4199 course have been using their book 
knowledge to gain hands-on experience while 
helping local businesses. The effort is part of 
the Encompass program, which is a 
partnership of ASU and the Albany Area 
Chamber of Commerce. Students work in 
teams with each team assigned to one of the 15 
participating businesses. These students help 
businesses with marketing, website 
development and other needs. Each team will 
present their efforts at 5:45 p.m. Wednesday, 
April 20, in the Peace Hall Auditorium on the 
ASU campus. For more information, contact 
Rogers at (229) 430-4784.
 
Albany State University will hold the Graduate 
Symposium “Community-Based 
Participatory Research Approaches to 
Cancer Prevention in Southwest Georgia” 
from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. Wednesday, April 20, in 
the L. Orene Hall Building. The featured 
speaker is Dr. Michelle C. Kegler, director of the 
Emory Prevention Research Center, an 
associate professor and director of graduate 
studies at Emory University. For more 
information, contact the ASU Graduate School 
at (229) 430-5118.
 
Hurricane Katrina evacuees in the metropolitan 
Albany/Dougherty area, the State of Georgia 
Civil Rights Department – Georgia Commission 
on Equal Opportunity will present a free Fair 
Housing Forum for Hurricane Katrina 
Evacuees and all members of the Albany/
Dougherty/Southwest Georgia community on 
Thursday, April 21, 2011, at 7 p.m. at the 
Albany Civil Rights Institute located at 326 
Whitney Avenue, Albany, Ga. Attendees will 
have an important opportunity to share their 
experience with discrimination encountered in 
renting an apartment, buying a house, applying 
for a mortgage or home improvement loan, or 
any other housing-related matter directly with 
Gordon L. Joyner, Esq., Executive Director and 
Administrator of the Georgia Civil Rights 
Department – Georgia Commission on Equal 
Opportunity. Forum attendees will be able to 
pick up discrimination complaint forms with the 
agency on site if needed. Albany State 
University and the Albany Civil Rights Institute 
are partnering with the Georgia Civil Rights 
Department to present the forum. For more 
information, contact Dr. Lee Formwalt at (229) 
432-1698 or lee@acrmm.org.

 
Albany State University HIV/AIDS Peer Educators join members of the Georgia 
Greater Than AIDS Tour at ASU following an AIDS Awareness presentation on 
Tuesday that featured appearances from Atlanta-based MC, host and human 
beat boxer D.R.E.S. the BEATnik and poet Chauncey Beaty. The program was 
part of a five-city tour that took the 10-person Georgia Greater Than AIDS team 
to colleges in Savannah, Albany, Fort Valley, Augusta and Atlanta.
 

'Greater Than AIDS' HBCU Testing 
Tour a hit at ASU

 
By Joseph West
Publications Specialist
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The Columbus Albany State University 
Alumni Chapter will hold its annual 
Scholarship Luncheon at 11:30 a.m. 
Saturday, April 23, at the Columbus Convention 
and Trade Center. Columbus Mayor Teresa 
Tomlinson will be the speaker. During the 
luncheon, the chapter will present ASU 
scholarships to nine students. Tickets are $35 
per person. For more information or to purchase 
tickets, call (706) 577-4562 or (706) 593-1984.
 
Albany State University's Spring 
Commencement will be held at 9:45 a.m. 
Saturday, May 7 at the Albany James H. Gray 
Sr. Civic Center. Georgia Gov. Nathan Deal will 
be the keynote speaker.
 
 
The ASU Early Learning Center offers piano 
and voice lessons for all ages on afternoons 
and weekends. The cost is $40 per lesson. For 
more information contact ASU Early Learning 
Center at (229) 430-2792.
 
ASU Toastmasters Club 5091 meets every first 
and third Saturday, 10 a.m.–noon, in ACAD 
172. All faculty, staff, students, and local 
community members are invited to become a 
member of Toastmasters.  For more 
information, please contact Club President 
Linda Means at (229) 255-6331.

 
 
ASU Championship Jacket Fund

   Help us support our 2010 Division II Black 
College National Champions and SIAC champions!
   Sponsor a jacket for $250 each for the members of 
the 2010 Mighty Golden Rams championship 
football team!  
   Please make your checks payable to the Albany 
State University Foundation, Memo: Championship 
Jacket Fund. 
   For more information, call the Office of 
Institutional Advancement at (229) 430-4660.
 
 

ASU Lady Ram receives SIAC 
softball honors  

 
By Edythe Y. Bradley
Sports Information Director
 
   An Albany State University Lady Ram has been 
named an SIAC Softball East Division Co-Player of 
the Week. Catcher Chaconna Marks earned the title 
after her outstanding performances against Benedict 
College, Claflin University and Fort Valley State 
University last week. She shares the title with Clark 
Atlanta University third baseman Elizabeth Handy.
   In six games last week, Marks led Albany State in 
hitting, going 13-for-20 with four home runs and two 
doubles while batting .650 along with a 1.350 
slugging percentage. The Covington, Ga. native 
scored nine runs and drove in 13 RBI while stealing 
a base with a .682 on-base percentage. Defensively, 
the 5-8 freshman had a .885 fielding percentage 
while helping lead the Lady Golden Rams to wins 
over Claflin, Benedict and Fort Valley State.
   Handy, a native of Frankfort, Conn., was strong 
from the plate recording eight hits, including three 

   On Tuesday, April 12, the “Greater Than AIDS” tour arrived at the Albany State 
University campus. Held in the ACAD Auditorium, the program was the tour’s second 
stop in the state as part of a five city tour that will next visit Fort Valley, Augusta and 
Atlanta respectively.
   The Georgia tour is designed to call Black leaders to action and engage individuals and 
institutions in a community-wide effort to end the AIDS epidemic.
   “We’d like to mobilize students at Georgia’s historically black colleges and universities 
to fight the AIDS stigma, raise awareness about the magnitude of HIV/AIDS in the 
community, and encourage young people in Georgia to get tested for HIV” said Kenneth 
Johnson of the Georgia Department of Community Health.
   Featuring appearances from Atlanta-based MC, host and human beat boxer D.R.E.S. 
the BEATnik and poet Chauncey Beaty, who is featured in the Greater Than AIDS 
campaign, the program delighted ASU students and guests as much as it informed.
   Chandria Harris, a freshman health and physical education major from Columbus, said 
she enjoyed the program.  
   “D.R.E.S. was really good in creating music with his voice.” she said. “I also enjoyed 
the story he shared about how his friend confronted the fact that he had contracted AIDS. 
He needs to come back again.”
   By Friday, April 15, the tour will have visited five cities in Georgia including 
Savannah, Albany, Fort Valley, Augusta and Atlanta.
   The Greater than AIDS campaign is a national media and mobilization initiative 
managed by the Black AIDS Institute and the Kaiser Family Foundation. The 
Georgia>AIDS HBCU Testing Tour is a partnership between the Georgia Department of 
Community Health, the Black AIDS Institute and the Kaiser Family Foundation.
 

 
Joint concert enchants ASU audience

 
By Joseph West
Publications Specialist
 
   Snappy, patriotic and upbeat tunes emanated from 50 polished U.S. Marine Corps musicians. Stylistic, 
smooth and dynamic melodies were sent from the instruments of the ASU Symphonic Band. In a joint 
concert held April 14 in the ACAD Auditorium on the ASU campus, more than 100 Albany-based 
musicians used more than 20 different instruments to produce sounds that charmed a crowd of nearly 200 in 
an unforgettable show of musical skill.
   “This was a great music program,” said Loretta Shelton, an educator at Westover High School who added 
that she enjoyed the program from start to finish. “This is something you can’t get every day in Southwest 
Georgia. It was spiritual, relaxing and totally enjoyable.”
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home runs, a triple, and three doubles, with a .666 
batting average and a 1.833 slugging percentage. 
The 5-8 freshman drove in 10 runs and scored eight 
runs while also stealing two bases. Handy had a .782 
on-base percentage and was solid on defense with 
a .812 fielding percentage. She helped lead the Lady 
Panthers to a 4-0 record for the week with two wins 
each against Paine and Fisk.
   Benedict sophomore Lakeeya Ramsey and Claflin 
freshman Shaquisha Woods were named East 
Division Co-Pitchers of the Week. Miles short stop 
Tiffany Roberts and Stillman pitcher Brittany Perry 
were named SIAC Softball West Division Player of 
the Week and Pitcher of the Week, respectively.
   After a road trip to Augusta, Ga. to face the Paine 
College Lady Lions today, Marks and the Lady 
Rams will defend their SIAC championship title at 
the 2011 SIAC Softball Tournament on April 21-23 
in Columbus, Ga. The Lady Rams will play at 
Thomas University on April 26.
 
 

 

   The Marine Band performed a one-hour show, which was followed by a 20-minute intermission before 
the ASU Symphonic Band’s performance. Included in the Marines’ one-hour performance was an upbeat 
ten-minute segment of popular music by an eight-man ensemble led by Staff Sergeant Stephen Talbot. That 
group’s performance of “In the Mood” by Glenn Miller and “Getaway” by Earth, Wind and Fire got the 
crowd moving and was a big highlight in a night of many.
   The Albany State University Symphonic Band and the Albany Marine Band of the U.S. Marine Corps 
Logistics Command have performed in this joint concert for nine years.
   Robin Calhoun, a first-grade teacher at Cox Elementary School in Moultrie, Ga., said the annual joint 
concert at ASU is a performance that she will not miss.
   “I’ve been attending this concert for four years, and it is a must-see event for me,” Calhoun said. “It also 
doesn’t hurt that my son plays in the ASU band. After working hard all day, I drove here from Moultrie 
without getting dinner, just to see this show. That tells you how much I wanted to attend this concert.”
   The ASU Symphonic Band, consisting of about 60 musicians, is conducted by Dr. Michael Martin and 
Jesse Walker. One of several instrumental ensembles in the Department of Fine Arts, the ASU Symphonic 
Band performed “Punchinello” by Alfred Reed, “Incantation and Dance” by John Barnes Chance, Irish tune 
from “County Derry and Shepherd’s Hey” by Percy Grainger, “Nabucco” by Giuseppe Verdi, March 
Medley: “The Vanished Army” by Kenneth Alford and “Americans We” by Henry Fillmore.
   The Albany Marine Band was led by Chief Warrant Officer Christian Flores, director in charge, Fresno, 
Ca.; Master Gunnery Sergeant Jeffery Fangman, bandmaster, Chatham, Ill.; Gunnery Sergeant Gary 
Robison, enlisted conductor, Evansville, Ind.; and Staff Sergeant Stephen Talbot, small ensemble leader, 
Huntington, NY.
   In addition to “In the Mood” and “Getaway”, the Albany Marine Band performed the National Anthem, 
“The Thunderer” by John P. Sousa, “Freedom’s Shield” by Julie Giroux, “Fantasy on American Sailing 
Songs” by Clare Grundman, “Taps” by Thomas Knox, “There She Stands” by Michael W. Smith, “America 
the Beautiful” by Carmen Dragon and “Apotheosis” by Sammy Nestico.
 

 
SIFE advisors Dr. Sandra Washington (far left), Dr. Cynthia Bennett (second from right 
front) and Dr. Kathaleena Edward Monds (far right front) join the members of the 2011 
ASU Students in Free Enterprise team. ASU SIFE, winners of the regional competition 
held in Atlanta, will advance to national competition in Minneapolis, Minn., May 10-12.
 

Albany State University SIFE team 
wins regional competition

 
By Joseph West
Publications Specialist
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   The Albany State University Students in Free Enterprise (SIFE) team returned to Albany as 
winners for the fourth consecutive year, after participating in the Atlanta, Ga. SIFE USA 
Regional Competition on Monday, April 4. The event was one of 12 SIFE USA Regional 
Competitions held across the United States in March and April.  
   SIFE teams create economic opportunities in their communities by organizing outreach 
projects that improve the quality of life and standard of living for people in need. An annual 
series of regional and national competitions provides a forum for teams to present the results of 
their projects, and to be evaluated by business leaders serving as judges. Teams are evaluated 
on the measurable impact they made economically, socially, and environmentally throughout 
the year.
   During this academic year, the Albany State University SIFE team organized more than 10 
outreach projects in the Albany community. The top three projects included “Fuelling the 
Future,” a program in partnership with the ASU Early Learning Center designed to help young 
children understand the importance of goal setting, nutrition, wellness and leadership; “Reduce 
Reuse and Recycle,” a program that challenged ASU students to become more environmentally 
conscience while decreasing their environmental footprint; and “Adopt a Business,” an effort to 
empower and enhance small businesses in the Albany community.
   This year the ASU SIFE, a team of 75 active students dedicated more than 800 hours of 
community service that impacted the lives of more than 5,000 Albany constituents.  ASU 
SIFE’s focus is “To improve the lives of people all around the world, one project at a time” and 
has a team motto of “ASU SIFE...IT’S A BIG DEAL!”
   SIFE is an international non-profit organization that works with leaders in business and higher 
education to mobilize university students to make a difference in their communities while 
developing the skills to become socially responsible business leaders. SIFE is active in 40 
countries, on more than 1,500 campuses and has 42,000 participating students.
   The Albany State University SIFE team will advance to the 2008 SIFE USA National 
Exposition in Minneapolis, Minn., May 10-12.
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