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‘The Greatness of 

Our Future’
 
   One hundred and eight years ago, a great 
institution was born, a center of learning for all in a 
state divided by racial inequality.  Since that time, 
this great institution has made tremendous strides in 
creating accessible education for all who sought it. 
In 1902, Albany Bible and Manual Training Institute 
was an idea. It became the creation of 29-year-old 
Dr. Joseph Winthrop Holley, inspired by the writings 
of W.E.B. du Bois.
   Dr. Holley had a vision of prosperity for the poor 
uneducated people of Dougherty County, Georgia. 
He worked hard to make that vision a reality. With 
the passage of time, many students entered the doors 
of Albany Bible and Manual Training Institute, then 
Georgia Normal Agricultural College and later 
Albany State College. There have been a number of 
challenges to confront this institution throughout the 
years, from the struggles for civil rights to the 
devastating floods of the 1990s. Somehow, some 
way, our beloved institution didn’t just survive; it 
thrived.
   Today, ASU has more than 15,000 alumni, many 
of whom have realized their potential to achieve 
success and prosperity. Albany State University is 
known around the world as an institution of 
excellence.  Every day we embark anew to realize 
our potential, and every day the dream grows and 
brings new excitement and amazing 
accomplishments. 
   The steps behind us mark our path to the greatness 
that is Albany State University today. The path 
before us reaches out to the greatness we seek.  What 
awaits us in our future?  Dr. Holley knew. He 
realized that there would be many new avenues to 
explore and adventures to await this institution.  
Progress is struggle and triumph, and we are all 
equal to its challenges.  Let us face forward in the 
best tradition of Dr. Holley, knowing our history, 
confident in the greatness of our future.  

 
Neshaszda Brown, Miss ASU 2011-2012, and 

Christopher Atkinson, Mr. Royal Gentleman 2011-2012
 

Miss Albany State University 2011-2012 crowned
 
By Joseph West
Publications Specialist
 
   A junior majoring in middle grades education has been selected to represent Albany State 
University as its queen for 2011-2012. In a pageant held March 26 in the ACAD Auditorium on 
the ASU campus, Neshaszda Brown, a 2008 graduate of Westlake High School in Atlanta, was 
chosen as Miss ASU 2011-2012.
   “I am excited,” Brown said. “I feel privileged and grateful. God is good. I am thankful that he 
continues to use me every day.”
   In an event billed as an “Explosion of Beauty and Charm,” Brown earned the coveted crown 
while Natalie Lewis and Janelle Parker, both junior mass communication majors, were selected 
first and second attendant to Miss ASU, respectively.
   Brown, a resident of Atlanta, was born in Panama. She is the daughter of Eugene and Phyllis 
Brown. Her winning platform is “Get driven towards your dreams. Drive your dreams to reality.”
   Her long range goal is to become a successful middle grades mathematics teacher. My 
immediate plan is to “drive ASU to success,” she said.
   The pageant judged the candidates in the areas of oratorical, talent, business attire, swim and 
evening wear, and an on-stage interview.
   The program also featured the competition for Mr. Royal Gentleman. Christopher Atkinson, a 
junior speech and theatre major was chosen as Mr. Royal Gentleman. Antwan Jackson, a junior 
mass communication major, will serve as first royal gentleman.
   Atkinson, a native of Lithonia, Ga., graduated from Miller Grove High School in 2008. He is the 
son of Benjy and Denise Atkinson. He plans to become a notable and award-winning actor, 
singer, director and philanthropist. Atkinson’s platform is “The Impact Movement, the Time is 
NOW!!! (Making an impact now in order to impact the world tomorrow!)”
   “It is truly an honor to be Mr. Royal Gentleman 2011-2012,” Atkinson said. “I remember being 
a freshman and saying how I wanted to one day fulfill this esteemed position, and now I have 
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ASU will hold a Graduate School Fair from 
4:30 to 5:30 p.m. on Wednesday, April 6, in the 
ACAD Atrium. 
 
Albany State University will hold its annual 
Retirement Celebration from 4 to 6 p.m. 
Monday, April 18, in the L. Orene Hall Building.
 
Albany State University's Spring 
Commencement will be held at 9:45 a.m. 
Saturday, May 7 at the Albany James H. Gray 
Sr. Civic Center. Georgia Gov. Nathan Deal will 
be the keynote speaker.
 
The ASU Early Learning Center offers piano 
and voice lessons for all ages on afternoons 
and weekends. The cost is $40 per lesson. For 
more information contact ASU Early Learning 
Center at (229) 430-2792.
 
ASU Toastmasters Club 5091 meets every first 
and third Saturday, 10 a.m.–noon, in ACAD 
172. All faculty, staff, students, and local 
community members are invited to become a 
member of Toastmasters.  For more 
information, please contact Club President 
Linda Means at (229) 255-6331.

 
The ASU Digital Photo 

Contest continues 
 Click here for rules and details. The deadline 
for entries is April 10.
 
ASU Championship Jacket Fund

   Help us support our 2010 Division II Black 
College National Champions and SIAC 
Conference champions!
   Sponsor a jacket for $250 each for the 
members of the 2010 Mighty Golden Rams 
championship football team!  
   Please make your checks payable to the 
Albany State University Foundation, Memo: 
Championship Jacket Fund. 
   For more information, call the Office of 
Institutional Advancement at (229) 430-4660.
 

the privilege to do so. This opportunity extends beyond the title, for it is truly an opportunity to 
make an inevitable impact here at ASU.”
   The royal gentleman candidates were judged on their opening presentations, business attire, 
an oratorical performance, evening wear and an interview.
   Kendria Bailey, Miss ASU 2005-2006 and now a professional singer, was a special guest at the 
event and gave a memorable solo performance.
 

 
Albany State Golden Rams release tentative football schedule

 
Bï»¿y ï»¿ï»¿Edythe Bradley
Sports Information Director
 
    The Albany State University Golden Rams promise an upcoming season full of action and excitement as 
the 2011 tentative football schedule is released. Highlighting the 2011 schedule is the addition of a classic 
game and two non-conference games, including a matchup with a 2010 playoff opponent, ASU athletic 
administrators announced Thursday afternoon. The schedule also features the start of East/West Divisional 
play in the SIAC, with Albany State playing seven conference games in 2011.
     “We are excited to unveil the Golden Rams’ 2011 schedule,” ASU Interim Athletics Director Richard 
Williams said. “We have done a tremendous job of putting together a schedule that is challenging for our 
team and one that will offer our fans a ton of excitement and great gridiron action.”
    Williams said Albany State will add another game to complete the 10-game schedule.
    “The SIAC has mandated that all schools must play a 10-game schedule to be eligible for the SIAC 
championship game in November, so we are seeking another opponent,” Williams said. “We have had a 
tough time completing our schedule this season. We have talked with several teams that are interested in the 
challenge of playing the Golden Rams, but most have schedule conflicts.”  
    The defending SBN Black College National Champions will kick off the season at home against 
Savannah State University Wildcats in the J.W. Holley Memorial Game on Sept. 3 at the Albany State 
University Coliseum. A member of the Mid-Eastern Athletic Conference, Savannah State is the only 
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Division I opponent on the 2011 schedule. The Golden Rams beat the Tigers 28-14 in the Rumble in the 
Swamp Classic in Waycross, Ga. last season. The team played in the Music City Classic in Macon, Ga. 
from 1999 until 2004.
     The defending SIAC champions will welcome South Atlantic Conference champions, the Wingate 
University Bulldogs, back to the ASU Coliseum on Sept. 10 for the second meeting of the teams. The 
Golden Rams defeated the Bulldogs 30-28 in the second round of the NCAA Division II Football Playoffs 
last season.
    The Rams will open SIAC play against the Miles College Golden Bears on Sept. 24 at Alumni Field in 
Fairfield, Ala. The Miles game is the first of three West Division crossover games.
    The Golden Rams will make their debut in the 28th Annual Circle City Classic in Indianapolis, Ind. on 
Oct. 1, and take on West Division rival, the Kentucky State University Thorobreds at Lucas Oil Stadium. 
Recognized as one of the most spectacular events in black college football, the Circle City Classic is a joint 
collaboration between Indiana Black Expo. Inc. and the Indiana Sports Corporation and will feature a week 
of events including a parade, recruitment fairs, a golf tournament and concert.
    The Rams will face another West Division foe when they travel to Jackson, Tenn. to play the Lane 
College Dragons on Oct. 8. The remainder of the 2011 schedule includes East Division opponents. The 
Rams will return home to face the Morehouse College Maroon Tigers on Oct. 15 and play the Clark Atlanta 
University Panthers in Atlanta on Oct. 22. The Golden Rams will celebrate Homecoming 2011 against the 
Benedict College Tigers on Oct. 29.
    Two of the biggest SIAC rivals, Albany State and Fort Valley State University will close their regular 
seasons in the 22nd Annual Fountain City Classic on Nov. 5 at the A.J. McClung Memorial Stadium in 
Columbus, Ga. The Golden Rams defeated the Wildcats 12-7 in the 2010 FCC to claim the SIAC title. The 
FCC is touted as one of the biggest and best HBCU football classics.
    The winners of the East and West divisions will play for the 2011 SIAC championship title on Nov. 12 at 
McClung Memorial Stadium in Columbus, Ga.
    Albany State will make another announcement as the team finalizes the 2011 schedule, Williams said. 
Times of games and ticket information will also be announced at a later date.
 

 
ASU announces 2011 Teacher and 

Staff Employee of the Year
 
   An associate professor in the College of Sciences and Health Professions and a writer in the Office of 
University Communications received Albany State University’s top honors as teacher and staff employee of 
the year at the University’s Honors Day Program on March 25 in the HPER Gymnasium.
   Dr. Cathy Williams, associate professor of nursing in the College of Sciences and Health Professions, is 
the 2011 Teacher of the Year at ASU. Joseph West, publications specialist in the Office of University 
Communications, is the University’s 2011 Staff Employee of the Year. Williams and West exemplify the 
best the University has to offer, according to ASU President Dr. Everette J. Freeman.
   “The performance of these two individuals over the past year has been nothing short of exceptional,” 
Freeman said. “They were very instrumental in the University’s accomplishments and success this year.”
   Williams, who was also the ASU College of Sciences and Health Professions Teacher of the Year in 
2010, describes herself as a lifelong learner who endeavors to enhance the student learning process.
   “I’m proud to be an active participant in the students’ learning process,” Williams said. “I know that I’ve 
succeeded when students say they’ve learned and I can see the evidence.”
   West, who has been employed at the University since 2003, credits his success to the exceptional group of 
staff members that surround him at ASU.
   “You can’t find a better group of employees anywhere,” West said. “It’s my pleasure to be able to work 
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with this talented group of people. I learn something new and valuable from everyone I work with on a 
daily basis. I am excited and happy to represent them as staff employee of the year. At ASU, staff makes it 
happen.”
 

 
Aria Byrd

 
ASU Biology major wins poster contest

 
By Joseph West
Publications Specialist
 
   Aria Byrd, a senior in the ASU College of Sciences and Health Professions, was named the winner of the 
Association of Minority Health Professions Schools (AMHPS) poster competition at the Marriott 
Convention Center in Hampton, Va., on March 26.
   Byrd, a native of Atlanta and a 2007 graduate of Mundy’s Mill High School, received $250 and a plaque 
for placing first among college students in the competition. This was Byrd’s second time attending the 
AMHPS annual meeting but her first time entering the competition.
   A biology major with a concentration in biotechnology, Byrd is scheduled to earn her Bachelor of Science 
degree from ASU this fall. After graduation, she intends to pursue a master’s degree in biomedical sciences. 
Her long range goal is to work as a researcher for the Centers for Disease Control in Atlanta.
   Byrd has participated in the Health Careers Opportunity Program (HCOP) at ASU for three years. HCOP 
is designed to assist individuals from disadvantaged (economically and educationally) backgrounds 
throughout the educational pipeline to undertake education so they can enter and graduate from a health or 
allied health professions program.
   In February, Byrd placed third in the Florida-Georgia Louis Stokes Alliance for Minority Participation in 
Science Program Competition in the biological sciences category. She also took first place for her oral 
presentation in the ASU Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics competition last fall.
   Aria Byrd is the youngest daughter of Veronica and Thomas Byrd. She has four adult sisters: Shannon, 
Kalah, Desaree and Carmen; and one adult brother, Thomas IV.
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