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 Bringing ASU to Atlanta

 
  Atlanta can be a long way from Southwest 
Georgia. It takes a few hours to get there, and 
sometimes it can feel like Southwest Georgia is 
a world away rather than a few hours away.
   On Tuesday, we reminded the people in 
Atlanta about Albany State University and the 
role we play in Georgia.
   During ASU Day at the Capitol, about 200 
people in the Rotunda at the Capitol got a taste 
of ASU thanks to speeches by our supporters, a 
dazzling performance by the ASU Concert 
Chorale, and the presence of our SGA leaders 
and student ambassadors.
   ASU alumni came out from various parts of 
the state to support their alma mater. Several 
state legislators stopped by to show their 
support for ASU.
   It was heartwarming to realize that these are 
the people who never forget about Albany 
State. ASU and the entire Southwest Georgia 
region are always on their minds and in their 
hearts.
   During our visit to Atlanta, a few of us also 
visited Gov. Nathan Deal. I’m also happy to 
announce that Gov. Deal will be our keynote 
speaker for the Spring Commencement. We’re 
excited to have this opportunity to welcome 
Gov. Deal to Albany State and show him that 
Golden Rams’ hospitality.
 
 

 
The ASU Staff Council cordially invites all ASU 
staff members to join them on March 30 at 5:30 
p.m. in Lovett Hall to celebrate the birthdays of 
staff employees born in the months of January 
through March. This social event will also give 

 
Gov. Nathan Deal
 

Gov. Deal to speak at ASU Spring Commencement
 
   Albany State University officials announced today that Georgia Gov. Nathan Deal will be the keynote 
speaker during the Spring Commencement on Saturday, May 7.
   Born in Millen to parents who were career educators, Deal grew up in Sandersville.  He earned a 
bachelor’s degree and a law degree, both with honors, from Mercer University in Macon. Deal served in the 
U.S. Army earning the rank of captain.
   His career includes 23 years in private law practice along with public service as a criminal prosecutor and 
a juvenile court judge. Deal served 12 years in the state Senate and 9 terms in the U.S. Congress. His 
colleagues in the Senate elected him president pro tem, the highest-ranking senator.  In Congress, he served 
as chairman and ranking member of the Subcommittee on Health.  He was known on Capitol Hill as an 
expert on healthcare issues and led the Republican fight against President Obama’s healthcare initiatives. 
As a leader on immigration reform, he authored the law that required citizenship verification for health care 
benefits.
   On May 1, 2009, Deal announced his bid for governor.  He captured his party’s nomination in the August 
10 runoff. On January 10, 2011, he was sworn-in as Georgia’s 82nd governor. Deal is married to the former 
Sandra Dunagan of Gainesville. They have been married for 44 years and have four children and six 
grandchildren.
   The ASU Spring Commencement will begin at 9:45 a.m. May 7 at the Albany James H. Gray Sr. Civic 
Center.
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the council an opportunity to publicly recognize 
staff members who have received awards, 
promotions and newly hired employees during 
those months. All staff members are invited to 
attend. For more information, contact Joseph 
West at 420-1022 or Geraldine Winns at 430-
1639.
 
The Albany State University Gender Studies 
Committee and the Darton College Theatre 
Department will present a production of “The 
Vagina Monologues” to benefit Liberty House 
of Albany Inc., a domestic violence shelter. 
Performances will be held at 8 a.m. March 25 
and 26 at Darton College, and at 3 p.m. March 
27 at ASU. General admission is $10. 
Admission for students (with a student ID) is $7. 
For more information, contact Devona Mallory 
at ASU at (229) 430-4839, Deb Liss-Green at 
Darton College at (229) 317-6875 or Silke 
Deeley at Liberty house at (229) 439-7094.
 
The American Society of Public 
Administrations for the South Georgia 
Region, (ASPA-SWGA) Chapter #130 will hold 
a meet-and-greet for community leaders, civic 
organizations and administrators from 10 a.m. 
to noon Saturday, March 26, at the Arthur K. 
Williams Microbusiness Enterprise Center, 230 
South Jackson St., Albany, GA. For more 
information, call  Alfreda Williams, Chapter 
President, at (229) 430-1817 or (229) 376-0499; 
or Vanessa McRae, Interim Chapter Secretary, 
at (229) 420.1093 or (229) 296-8012.
 
Mark your calendars! Albany State University 
will hold its annual Retirement Celebration 
from 4 to 6 p.m. Monday, April 18, in the L. 
Orene Hall Building.
 
The ASU Early Learning Center offers piano 
and voice lessons for all ages on afternoons 
and weekends. The cost is $40 per lesson. For 
more information contact ASU Early Learning 
Center at (229) 430-2792.
 
ASU Toastmasters Club 5091 meets every first 
and third Saturday, 10 a.m.–noon, in ACAD 
172. All faculty, staff, students, and local 
community members are invited to become a 
member of Toastmasters.  For more 
information, please contact Club President 
Linda Means at (229) 255-6331.

 
The ASU Digital Photo 

Contest continues 
 Click here for rules and details. The deadline 
for entries is April 10.
 
ASU Championship Jacket Fund

   Help us support our 2010 Division II Black 
College National Champions and SIAC 
Conference champions!
   Sponsor a jacket for $250 each for the 
members of the 2010 Mighty Golden Rams 
championship football team!  
   Please make your checks payable to the 
Albany State University Foundation, Memo: 
Championship Jacket Fund. 
   For more information, call the Office of 
Institutional Advancement at (229) 430-4660.

 
ASU students, faculty, staff and alumni participate in ASU Day at 

the Capitol
 
By Joseph West
Publications Specialist
 
   Members of the Albany State University community joined their state senators and representatives under 
the Gold Dome in Atlanta for ASU Day at the Capitol on March 23.
   The program, held in the Rotunda at the Capitol building, presented a unique opportunity for university 
officials and supporters to dialog with legislators and their staffs about the many issues and opportunities 
available at ASU. In welcoming attendees to the event, Lt. Gov. Casey Cagle highlighted the contribution 
ASU makes to the state’s economy through its leadership and student programs.
   “We are very appreciative of the good work done by your university,” Cagle said to an audience of about 
200 mostly ASU students, staff, alumni and legislators. “Your university represents Southwest Georgia at 
its best. I want you to know that Southwest Georgia is better because of Albany State. Keep doing the great 
work you are doing.”
   Cagle’s comments reinforces the university’s position that a college degree is a necessity in today’s 
business world. Recent studies have shown that college graduates earn nearly twice as much during their 
working years as high school graduates. Through curricula and programs that develop reasoning, tolerance, 
reflection, communication skills and professional expertise in a particular course of study, college students 
learn advanced methods for resolving conflicts and overcoming challenges that arise in the course of a 
personal or professional life. State Sen. Freddie Powell Sims, D-Albany, who introduced the lieutenant 
governor, said she was very pleased that ASU put on such a great program that gave lawmakers visible, 
tangible evidence of ASU’s invaluable contribution to the state.
   “It was an amazing program,” Sims said. “Everyone at the Capitol was very excited. Many of the workers 
came out of their offices to hear the beautiful singing of the Concert Chorale. The entire program was just a 
wonderful gesture on the part of ASU.”
  Rep. Carol Fullerton of Albany, who also participated in the program, agreed with Sims’ assessment.
   “It was very thoughtful of ASU to give each representative a bag with a souvenir cup and information 
about the university and the proposed Ray Charles Center,” Fullerton said. “I think it’s great when the 
entire General Assembly gets to see the talent that we have in Southwest Georgia. ASU really represented 
us well.”
   Rep. Winfred Dukes of Albany presided over the program that also included comments from Rep. David 
Ralston, speaker of the house; Earnest “Coach” Williams (’71), a state representative who is also an ASU 
alumnus; and remarks by ASU President Everette J. Freeman. The program concluded with ASU 
representatives participating in a photo session on the steps of the Capitol with the Albany Congressional 
Delegation.
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ASU Lecture Series to feature 
Marine Corps Weapon System 

Manager
 

By Joseph West
Publications Specialist
 
   The Albany State University College of Business 
will host the fourth installment of its 2011 Business 
Lecture Series (BLS) with a presentation on logistics 
management on March 28 at 11 a.m. James Linton, a 
weapon system support manager for the Marine 
Corps Logistics Command in Albany, Ga., will share 
his knowledge of supply chain and logistics 
management with ASU business students, faculty 
and guests in room 127, Peace Hall. 
   Linton, a graduate of Alabama A&M University 
and a graduate of the three-year Navy Sea 
(NAVSEA) Logistics Intern Program in Washington, 
D.C., has served as a coordinator in the Acquisition 
Professional Career Program (APCP) for the 
Department of Homeland Security, a project 
manager for the Integrated Deepwater System (IDS) 
Small Boats and Great Lakes Icebreaker Projects for 
the U.S. Coast Guard Logistics and many other 
projects. Linton is a level III certified program 
manager, a level III certified logistician, a level II 
certified facilities engineer as well as a Department 
of Homeland Security (DHS) certified contracting 
officer technical representative (COTR). 
    The 2011 BLS will host its final programs with 
lectures from Ronnie D. Richardson, an ASU 
alumnus and assistant director of player development 
for the Atlanta Braves, on April 11 and Bernadette 
Johnson-Hairl, an accountant, author and business 
consultant, on April 25.  
   All lectures in the series will be held in room 127 
of Peace Hall at 11 a.m.
   For more information, contact the ASU College of 
Business at (229) 430-2749.
 
 

 
ASU to celebrate Founder’s Day Weekend 

March 31-April 3
  
By Cindy Gambill
Executive Editor
 
   Albany State University alumni, students, faculty, staff and supporters are gearing up to celebrate the 
university's 108th anniversary with the Founder’s Day Weekend of events from March 31 through April 3.
   The celebration will begin on Thursday, March 31, with the Presidential Symposium at 7 p.m. in the 
Albany Municipal Auditorium. The featured speaker will be Dr. Benjamin F. Payton, president emeritus of 
Tuskegee University, who will speak on the theme “The Past, Present and Future: The Role of Historically 
Black Colleges and Universities in Higher Education.”
   The official Founder’s Day observance will be held on Friday, April 1, beginning with the Founder’s Day 
Convocation at 10 a.m. in the HPER Gymnasium. In keeping with ASU’s yearlong Albany civil rights 
celebration, the speaker will be Dr. William Anderson, who was the first president of the Albany Civil 
Rights Movement.
   Immediately following the convocation, a ceremony honoring the late Dr. Joseph Winthrop Holley, 
ASU’s founder, will be held at his grave, which is located on the lower campus at the end of the Pedestrian 
Mall. The speaker at the graveside service will be Dr. Janie Rambeau, pastor of House of Refuge Baptist 
Church. Dr. Rambeau was also one of the Albany State College students suspended in 1961 because of her 
involvement with civil rights demonstrations.
   Friday, April 1, will also include several alumni activities. An alumni luncheon will be held at noon in the 
L. Orene Hall Building for $25 per person. The speaker will be Andrea Albritten Snorton, an ASU alumna 
from the class of 1996. To purchase tickets for the luncheon, contact the ASU Office of Alumni Affairs at 
(229) 430-4658 or the ASU National Alumni Association at (229) 435-2386. An alumni business meeting 
will follow at 2 p.m. Friday in the Peace Hall Auditorium.
  At 5 p.m. Friday, April 1, the ASU National Alumni Association will dedicate the Davey L. Gibson 
Memorial Room at the ASU National Alumni Complex, 3523 Sylvester Road, Albany. Gibson, a native of 
Dawson, Ga., graduated from Albany State in 1956. He served four terms as president of the ASU National 
Alumni Association. His career included government service in the city of Atlanta, at the state level and at 
the federal level. Gibson served on the board of directors of the National Community Development 
Association, on the board of trustees of the Johnson C. Smith Theological Seminary, as an elder in the 
Church of the Master, as a life member of the Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity Inc., and as chairman of the 
Fulton County Board of Zoning Appeals.
   At 6 p.m. Friday, April 1, the ASU football fans will get a preview of the upcoming season when the 
Golden Rams play in the annual Blue and Gold Game at the ASU Coliseum. Tickets are $10 per person.
  The Founder’s Day Weekend events will continue at 6 p.m. Saturday, April 2, with the Dr. T. Marshall 
Jones Gala at Stonebridge Golf and Country Club in Albany. The event will honor Jones, a well-known 
educator and champion of the arts at the regional, state and national level. Jones, a former chair of the ASU 
Department of Fine Arts, is largely credited with growing ASU’s music program for more than three 
decades. Tickets for the black-tie event are sold out.
   The weekend of celebration will conclude at 4 p.m. Sunday, April 3, when internationally renowned 
violinist Gareth Johnson performs at the Albany Municipal Auditorium. Johnson’s performance is part of 
the ASU Department of Fine Arts and Lyceum Performance Series. His accomplishments include winning 
the Sphinx Competition Senior Division in 2010 and the Junior Division in 2002 as well as the Lynn 
University Conservatory Competition in 2008. Tickets for Johnson’s performance are $15, $10 and $5. 
(Tickets for ASU students only are $12, $7, and $3 with ASU student ID.) Tickets are available at the 
Albany James H. Gray Sr. Civic Center Box Office or at www.ticketmaster.com.
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Six to compete for the titles of Miss ASU and Mr. Royal 

Gentleman 
 

By Joseph West
Publications Specialist
 
   On March 26 there will be an “Explosion of Beauty and Charm” on the Albany State 
University Campus as four lovely ladies vie for the coveted title of Miss Albany State 
University 2011-2012. The contest of beauty, intelligence and grace will begin at 3 p.m. in 
ACAD Auditorium. At that same venue, two young men will compete for the title of Mr. 
Royal Gentleman 2011-2012.
   Candidates for Miss ASU include Janelle Parker and Natalie Lewis, both junior mass 
communication majors; Neshaszda Brown, a junior middle grades education major; and 
Christina Welch, a sophomore forensic science major.
   Christopher Atkinson, a junior speech and theatre major, and Antwan Jackson, a junior 
mass communication major, are the candidates for Mr. Royal Gentleman.
   The Miss ASU hopefuls will be judged in the areas of oratorical, business, talent, swim and 
evening wear, and an on-stage interview. The Mr. Royal Gentleman candidates will be 
judged on their opening presentations, a business and an oratorical performance, evening 
wear and an interview.
   Kendria Bailey, Miss ASU 2005-2006, will give a special solo performance at the event. 
The program will conclude with the presentation of the 2011-2012 Mr. Royal Gentleman and 
2011-2012 Miss ASU and her royal court.
 
 
 
 

ASU to hold Women’s Symposium 
 
   Albany State University will celebrate Women’s History Month with the university’s third 
annual Women’s Symposium from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Thursday, March 31, in the L. Orene Hall 
Building on the ASU campus.
   The symposium will feature several panel discussions and presentations. Admission is free 
and open to the public.
   The opening session at 9 a.m. will include Dr. Adriana Primo-Vincent from ASU 
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presenting “An Analogy Between Brazilian Women in ‘O Cortiço’ of Aluisio de Azevedo”; 
Dr. Ana Ozuna from Indian River State College presenting “Female Agency within a 
Phallocentric Economy in ‘The True History of Paradise’”; Leticia-Alvira Watson from ASU 
presenting “Myriam: Memories of an Extraordinary Woman”; and Dr. Devona Mallory of 
ASU presenting “If Men Could Have Babies.”
   At 10 a.m. ASU mass communication students Ali’Yah Arnold, Bronson Blair, Brittany 
Burton, Adonia Everett, Zaykeria Miranda and Nkechi Ndukwe led by Dr. Judith Rosenbaum-
Andre will present “She-larious: The Portrayal of Black Women in Comedy.”
   The 11 a.m. panel will include ASU faculty members Dr. Geneva Diamond presenting 
“Construction of Gender in Julie Garwood’s Medieval Romances,” Mary Gervin presenting 
“Illumination and Night Glare: Caron McCullers’ Sardonic Swan Song” and Dr. Penny 
Nielsen.
   After a break for lunch, the symposium will resume at 1 p.m. with a panel that will include 
Dr. Stephanie Hankerson of ASU presenting “Why Should I Get Married?: Black women and 
Marriage in the Media”; Dr. Doris Davenport of ASU presenting a poetry performance; Dr. 
Maureen Anderson of the University of South Carolina-Salkehatchie; and Dr. Deanna Weber 
of ASU presenting “Thank the Lord for Another Soldier: Singing Women in the Movement.”
   The 2 p.m. panel will address the topic of “Androgyny and Other Dualities in Magical 
Realism.” The 3 p.m. panel will discuss “Decoded: Muslim Women in Their Own Words.” 
Panel members will be Kimberly Harper, Dr. Daaiyah Saleem, Dr. Sakinah Rasheed and 
Dadou Sakinah.
   For more information about the ASU Women’s Symposium, contact Dr. Devona Mallory at 
(229) 430-4839 or Devona.mallory@asurams.edu.
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