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Just the beginning

 
   Last week a group of fourth- and fifth-graders 
from West Town Elementary School got the 
opportunity of a lifetime. They witnessed the final 
launch of the Space Shuttle Discovery. More than 
just a routine launch, this event marked the end of a 
long and eventful career for this space exploration 
vehicle.
   I can’t help but wonder how this event impacts the 
students. They may not have grasped the 
significance of the event while it occurred, but years 
from now they may look back and realize how it 
impacted their lives.
   The students’ trip to the Kennedy Space Center 
was possible because of their participation in ASU’s 
NASA SEMAA Program, which aims increase 
student interest in fields related to NASA’s work.
   Who knows? One of those students could return to 
ASU as a student, earn a degree and go on to work at 
NASA, where they could be part of developing 
future space exploration programs.
   Two of our esteemed alumni – brothers Bobby and 
Vincent Watkins – are now NASA administrators.
   For those elementary students who watched 
Discovery take off for the last time, may their 
potential take off as well. May their aspirations 
launch them on a path toward worlds waiting to be 
found and scientific rules meant to be broken.
   For them, the sky isn’t the limit; it’s just the 
beginning.
 
 

 
The Albany State University Graduate School 
will present the Graduate Student 
Recognition Award (plaque and $250) at the 
Honors Day Program on March 25, 2011. 
Currently enrolled graduate students in any 
major may apply. Evaluation will be based on a 
letter of interest; a letter of recommendation 
from graduate faculty, chair or dean; leadership 

 
ASU to celebrate Founder’s Day Weekend March 31-April 
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By Cindy Gambill
Executive Editor
 
   In honor of Albany State University’s 108th anniversary, ASU will hold Founder’s Day Weekend from 
March 31 through April 3.
   The celebration will begin on Thursday, March 31, with the Presidential Symposium at 7 p.m. in the 
Albany Municipal Auditorium. The featured speaker will be Dr. Benjamin F. Payton, president emeritus of 
Tuskegee University, who will speak on the theme “The Past, Present and Future: The Role of Historically 
Black College and Universities in Higher Education.”
   The official Founder’s Day observance will be held on Friday, April 1, beginning with the Founder’s Day 
Convocation at 10 a.m. in the HPER Gymnasium. In keeping with ASU’s yearlong Albany civil rights 
celebration, the speaker will be Dr. William Anderson, who was president of the Albany Civil Rights 
Movement.
   Immediately following the convocation, a ceremony honoring the late Dr. Joseph Winthrop Holley, 
ASU’s founder, will be held at his grave, which is located on the lower campus at the end of the Pedestrian 
Mall. The speaker at the graveside service will be Dr. Janie Rambeau, pastor of House of Refuge Baptist 
Church. Dr. Rambeau was also one of the Albany State College students suspended in 1961 because of her 
involvement with civil rights demonstrations.
   Friday, April 1, will also include several alumni activities. An alumni luncheon will be held at noon in the 
L. Orene Hall Building for $25 per person. The speaker will be Andrea Albritten Snorton, an ASU alumna 
from the class of 1996. To purchase tickets for the luncheon, contact the ASU Office of Alumni Affairs at 
(229) 430-4658 or the ASU National Alumni Association at (229) 435-2386. An alumni business meeting 
will follow at 2 p.m. Friday in the Peace Hall Auditorium.
   At 5 p.m. Friday, April 1, the ASU National Alumni Association will dedicate the Davey L. Gibson 
Memorial Room at the ASU National Alumni Complex, 3523 Sylvester Road, Albany. Gibson, a native of 
Dawson, Ga., graduated from Albany State in 1956. He served four terms as president of the ASU National 
Alumni Association. His career included government service in the city of Atlanta, at the state level and at 
the federal level. Gibson served on the board of directors of the National Community Development 
Association, on the board of trustees of the Johnson C. Smith Theological Seminary, as an elder in the 
Church of the Master, as a life member of the Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity Inc., and as chairman of the 
Fulton County Board of Zoning Appeals.
   At 6 p.m. Friday, the ASU football fans will get a preview of the upcoming season when the Golden 
Rams play in the annual Blue and Gold Game at the ASU Coliseum. Tickets are $10 per person.
   The Founder’s Day Weekend events will continue at 6 p.m. Saturday, April 2, with the Dr. T. Marshall 
Jones Gala at the Hilton Garden Inn in Albany. The event will honor Jones, a well-known educator and 
champion of the arts at the regional, state and national level. Jones, a former chair of the ASU Department 
of Fine Arts, is largely credited with growing ASU’s music program for more than three decades. Tickets 
for the gala are $60 per person or $450 per table of eight. Sponsorship levels are also available. For more 
information, contact the ASU Department of Fine Arts at (229) 430-4849.
   The weekend of celebration will conclude at 4 p.m. Sunday, April 3, when internationally renowned 
violinist Gareth Johnson performs at the Albany Municipal Auditorium. Johnson’s performance is part of 
the ASU Department of Fine Arts and Lyceum Performance Series. His accomplishments include winning 
the Sphinx Competition Senior Division in 2010 and the Junior Division in 2002 as well as the Lynn 
University Conservatory Competition in 2008. Tickets for Johnson’s performance are $15, $10 and $5. 
(Tickets for ASU students only are $12, $7, and $3 with ASU student ID.) Tickets are available at the 
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development; and professional-related 
community service. Application packets are due 
by noon Monday, March 14, to Dr. Kimberly 
Fields, chair, Graduate Student Recognition 
Committee, College of Education, ACAD 244B. 
For more information, contact Fields at (229) 
430-6471.
 
The Albany State University Graduate School 
will present two Graduate Student 
Scholarship Awards (plaque and $500 each) 
at the Honors Day Program on March 25, 2011. 
Currently enrolled first- or second-semester 
graduate students who have completed fewer 
than 12 credit hours in a graduate program 
(ASU or transfer) in any major may apply. The 
successful candidate must also be enrolled in 
the Albany State University Graduate School 
during the Fall 2011 Semester. Applications are 
due by noon Monday, March 14, to Dr. Kimberly 
Fields, chair, Graduate Student Recognition 
Committee, College of Education, ACAD 244B. 
For more information, contact Fields at (229) 
430-6471.
 
ASU faculty, students of all majors, staff and 
members of the Albany community are asked to 
submit papers, multimedia presentations, 
readings, panels, etc. for the upcoming ASU 
Women’s Symposium, which will be held from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Thursday, March 31, in the L. 
Orene Hall Building. This year’s theme is “I’m 
Every Woman.” All works must focus on 
women. Those interested should submit a typed 
250-word abstract (in MS Word) of a maximum 
15-minute presentation. Submissions should be 
sent electronically or by hard copy to Dr. 
Devona Mallory, Holley Hall 122, 
dmallory@asurams.edu by Friday, March 4. For 
more information, contact Mallory at (229) 430-
4839. 
 
The Albany State University Gender Studies 
Committee and the Darton College Theatre 
Department will present a production of “The 
Vagina Monologues” to benefit Liberty House 
of Albany Inc., a domestic violence shelter. 
Performances will be held at 8 a.m. March 25 
and 26 at Darton College, and at 3 p.m. March 
27 at ASU. General admission is $10. 
Admission for students (with a student ID) is $7. 
For more information, contact Devona Mallory 
at ASU at (229) 430-4839, Deb Liss-Green at 
Darton College at (229) 317-6875 or Silke 
Deeley at Liberty house at (229) 439-7094.
 
The American Society of Public 
Administrations for the South Georgia 
Region, (ASPA-SWGA) Chapter #130 will hold 
a meet-and-greet for community leaders, civic 
organizations and administrators from 10 a.m. 
to noon Saturday, March 26, at the Arthur K. 
Williams Microbusiness Enterprise Center, 230 
South Jackson St., Albany, GA. For more 
information, call  Alfreda Williams, Chapter 
President, at (229) 430-1817 or (229) 376-0499; 
or Vanessa McRae, Interim Chapter Secretary, 
at (229) 420.1093 or (229) 296-8012.
 
Mark your calendars! Albany State University 
will hold its annual Retirement Celebration 
from 4 to 6 p.m. Monday, April 18, in the L. 

Albany James H. Gray Sr. Civic Center Box Office or at www.ticketmaster.com.
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Orene Hall Building.
 
The ASU Early Learning Center offers piano 
and voice lessons for all ages on afternoons 
and weekends. The cost is $40 per lesson. For 
more information contact ASU Early Learning 
Center at (229) 430-2792.
 
ASU Toastmasters Club 5091 meets every first 
and third Saturday, 10 a.m.–noon, in ACAD 
172. All faculty, staff, students, and local 
community members are invited to become a 
member of Toastmasters.  For more 
information, please contact Club President 
Linda Means at (229) 255-6331.
 
 

Area Emerging Artists 
Exhibition begins March 10

 
By Joseph West
Publications Specialist
 
   The Seventh Annual Albany Area Emerging 
Artists Exhibition will be held from March 10 
through April 1 at the Carnegie Library at 215 North 
Jackson Street in downtown Albany. The exhibition 
is a juried show of college level art work produced 
by Albany State University and Darton College art 
students.  
   “The show is the premier exhibition of college 
level work in the area and has been a wonderful 
collaboration between the two schools, the arts 
council and the public,” said Charles Williams, 
assistant professor of art at ASU and coordinator of 
the exhibition.  “In addition to producing great art 
work, the students have professional learning 
opportunities in submitting and displaying work and 
producing promotional materials.”
   A reception with awards announcements will be 
held at the Carnegie Library on March 24 from 6 to 
8 p.m.
   For more information on the Emerging Artist 
Exhibition, contact Williams at (229) 430-4695 or by 
e-mail at: charles.williams@asurams.edu.  

 
 
 

 
Debra Capers, a supervisory IT specialist with the Marine Corps Logistics Command, speaks with 
Bruce Colvin II, a sophomore accounting major, on Monday afternoon following Capers’ 
presentation as part of the Albany State University Business Lecture Series. The lecture was held 
in Peace Hall on the ASU campus.
 

Supervisory IT specialist gives ASU business students 
career insight 

 
By Cindy Gambill
Executive Editor
 
   Have a plan and a focus, but be flexible. That was the message students in the Albany State University 
College of Business heard Monday from Debra Capers, a supervisory information technology specialist for 
the Marine Corps Logistics Command, during the Business Lecture Series.
   Capers, who holds a bachelor’s degree in management from Albany State, told students she left her 
hometown of Sylvania, Ga., because she no longer wanted to work in her father’s butterbean and pea fields. 
At Albany State she chose to major in business because of the numerous opportunities possible in the 
business field.  Her career began in a cooperative education program at the Marine Corps Logistics 
Command in Albany where she entered data using a keypunch card, an early form of inputting digital data.
   With more than 25 years of experience in the IT field, Capers is now the supervisor of the Plans and 
Policy Branch of the IT Department at the Marine Corps Logistics Command. She’s also learned the 
importance of having what she called “your road map.”
   “You’ve got to have a plan if you’re going to be successful,” Capers said. “You’ve got to know where 
you’re going and how you’ll get there.”
   She said that having such a plan puts dreams within reach, provides peace of mind, enables control and 
gives the person purpose.
   Over the course of her career in IT, Capers has also witnessed the numerous changes in the IT field.
   “You’ve got to be on your game,” she told the business students. “You’ve got to be able to change. A 
large portion of what you learn today in your courses of study, in five years it will be obsolete in IT.”
   Capers recommended that students read magazines and Internet news sources to stay abreast on the new 
trends in IT. More importantly, she recommended students choose an area of interest.
   “You must have a focus on where you want to go,” she said. “Changes happen so rapidly that you won’t 
be able to keep up with everything. Concentrate on one area.”
   When asked by a student if there was an area in which she felt the least prepared when she first entered 
the workforce, Capers explained that she lacked the communication skills she needed. Now Capers is the 
founder and president of Clearly Speaking by Debra, LLC, which provides communications training for 
business professionals.
   Capers’ lecture was the second in the ASU College of Business Lecture Series. The next lecture will be 
presented at 11 a.m. Monday, March 14. Dr. Edward Bass, a medical doctor and Howard University 
graduate, will be the speaker. On March 28 James Linton, a weapon system support manager for the U.S. 
Marine Corps, will lecture. On April 11 Ronnie D. Richardson, an ASU alumnus and assistant director of 
player development for the Atlanta Braves, will be the featured lecturer. On April 25 Bernadette Johnson-
Hairl, an accountant, author, business consultant, professional speaker and trainer, will be the series’ final 
speaker.
   All lectures in the series will be held in room 127 of Peace Hall at 11 a.m. For more information, contact 

https://app.e2ma.net/app/view:CampaignPublic/id:1408463.3529549/rid: (3 of 5) [5/5/2011 10:25:44 AM]

mailto:lmeans@h2opolicycenter.org?subject=Toastmasters
mailto:charles.williams@asurams.edu


email : Webview

 
 

 

the ASU College of Business at (229) 430-2749.
 
 
 
 

ASU announces math tournament winners
 
By Joseph West
Publications Specialist
 
   On Feb. 25, the Albany State University Department of Mathematics and Computer Science hosted its 
annual High School Mathematics Tournament in Simmons Hall. A total of 70 students representing eight 
area schools participated in the tournament.  
   For the second consecutive year, Tattnall Square Academy of Macon took top honors in the team 
competition. Colquitt County High School took second place, and Lee County High School finished in third 
place.
   Lindsey Murphy of Tattnall Square Academy took first place in the individual competition. Eric Kirkland 
of Colquitt County High School and Taylor Morgan of Tattnall Square Academy tied for second place 
honors. C. J. Bateman of Colquitt County High School and Taylor Holloway of Tattnall Square Academy 
tied for third.
   “This event is very important in highlighting our students’ academic achievements in mathematics and 
computer science,” said Dr. Rhonda Porter, assistant professor of mathematics and chair of the ASU 
Mathematics Tournament. “Mathematics and computer science are two of the top academic areas in our 
country. It is vital that these areas be nurtured, developed and, of course celebrated. It is our duty as 
educators to spotlight our future students’ successes in mathematics and computer science.”
   Participating schools were: Albany High School, Albany, Ga.; Americus/Sumter High School, Americus, 
Ga.; Colquitt County High School, Moultrie, Ga.; Dougherty County High School, Albany, Ga.; Lee 
County High School, Leesburg, Ga.; Perry High School, Perry, Ga.; Tattnall Square Academy, Macon, Ga.; 
and Westover High School, Albany, Ga.
   The students who took top honors from their respective schools and the names of their advisors were also 
recognized at the event. They are as follows:

Student School Advisor

Jailyn Rambo Albany High School Mrs. Karin Milner

 Minh Nguyen  Americus/Sumter High  Dr. D. Ndaayezwi/Mr. F. 
Rankine

 Eric Kirkland
 Colquitt County High 

School  Mrs. Rebecca Croft

 Joshua Christina/
Thomas Gridley

 Dougherty County High 
School  Mrs. Carmenza Foster

 Emily Butts  Lee County High School  Mrs. Christy Busby

 Kayla Heesh  Perry High School  Mr. Richard Kilburn

 Lindsey Murphy Tattnall Square Academy  Mrs. Carolyn Smothers

 Ellen Roberts  Westover High School  Mrs. Renu Angira
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