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Message from 
the President

 The cover photograph, masterfully taken by Albany State photographer 
Reginald Christian, is a shot of the historic Radium Springs Casino built 

in the 1920s. The once elegant structure (which never featured gambling) 
was demolished; but visitors return to view its remnants which remind me of a 

beautiful bridge overlooking quiet, clear waters. “Building bridges”, this issue’s theme 
aptly describes the work of two leading southwest Georgia pastors who deliver a powerful message to 
parishioners from Sunday to Sunday not only from the pulpit, but also through neighborhood projects 
initiated to uplift humankind.   

Rev. Lorenzo Heard and Rev. Daniel Simmons are extraordinary visionaries and make-it-happen 
trailblazers who represent the crème de la crème of what an ASU diploma produces.   

As children growing up in Albany, both men were clued early about their futures. Eventually, the 
call to serve was too strong to ignore. The occupation they struggled vehemently against became the 
very one that brings their greatest joy and fulfillment. Inspiring are the lessons that their journey of ups, 
downs and unexpected curves teach us.

The phrase “quiet rivers run deep” quickly comes to mind when I think about the still popular 
gathering spot of the springs. Also profiled in Aspire are two ASU graduates described by professors 
as “shy and very quiet” in class. Although focused and pensive on campus, Paul McKendrick and 
Brian Williams are anything but. McKendrick and Williams are deep thinkers and wise planners with 
jobs that demand problem solving acumen, a keen sense of logical and analytical objectivity, and a 
willingness to listen before making snap judgments.  

It didn’t take long for sisters Bummi and Femi Anderson to take Albany by storm with energy and 
enthusiasm about all things artistic. They’re teaching young girls about how art enhances our lives.  

As you relax with the magazine, take a deep breath and be thankful for the rich education, social 
experiences and lifelong friendships formed on these grounds; then, resolve to push harder, climb 
higher, reach further and run faster to improve your corner of the planet as the alums you’ll read about 
are doing every day. After all, that’s the Golden Rams way!

Sincerely,

Everette J. Freeman
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Message from 
the Vice President

When was the last time you felt a nudge to move forward on a project, make 
a career change or do something as simple as compliment a co-worker? Two 
members of the Albany State University alumni family acted on the messages 
they heard and in doing so have become dynamic change agents in the greater Albany 
community. In this issue of Aspire, Rev. Lorenzo Heard and Rev. Daniel Simmons describe 
the messages they heard. As is true with many of us, they were slow to act until the chorus became too 
loud to ignore. They answered the call to “feed the sheep” mentioned in John 21 of the Bible.

  You will read the story of Bummi and Femi Anderson, twin sisters who put their creative abilities to 
work daily by inspiring and encouraging young people who often times are not exposed to the arts. Their 
work is building a creative bridge for young people to showcase their talents to the world.  In a time 
when young people are searching for ways to apply themselves, Bummi & Femi are making a positive 
impact on our youth. 

Dr. Paul McKendrick has dedicated his life to helping students in the public school system realize their 
potential in Virginia and Alabama. I am also excited about his story, as well as Brian Williams who came 
to Albany State to learn the nuts and bolts of business and is now poised to take over his family’s multi-
million dollar enterprise. Young alums show us that it doesn’t take long to get on the road to success.    

Rams are impacting the world. They all have one thing in common. They epitomize Potential. 
Realized. It is my hope that you are inspired by their stories which show the impact that passion for 
a chosen field can have. I believe your love for ASU will be increased by reading about the graduates 
produced at the university. ASU produces the best and brightest. Show your love by sharing your 
time, talents and treasures. Our students need you, ASU needs you, and the world needs you to make 
contributions that will be profiled in a future issue. If ASU is to continue to produce graduates like these, 
we must continue to increase our support each and every day.

Go Rams!

Sincerely,

Clifford Porter, Jr. ’94
Vice President for Institutional Advancement
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          Brian Williams, a 2005 graduate of Albany State University is about  
   to take over the operation of a multi-million dollar enterprise. He boldly 
   and unabashedly gives credit where it is due. The confident professional 
   says ASU provided the tools needed for business success. At age 30, 
   Williams is co-owner of Atlanta-based AccuClean, Inc. The commercial 
   janitorial enterprise leaves executive offices, college facilities and 
   recreational buildings in thirteen metro counties spotless. The company 
 has 75 employees, 25 accounts and grosses more than $2 million annually. 
  “There were early signs that the entrepreneurial spirit had taken hold of 

the youngster in elementary school,” said his father, Bob Williams. The 12  
    year old organized a basketball event with online research, then a letter   

      writing campaign and word of mouth advertising. More events  
               throughout high school followed.  
                              With an ASU marketing degree firmly secured, the  
                          consummate entrepreneur landed an entry level job as 
                            a management trainee at Enterprise Rent-a-Car. After 
                             spending only a year there, he joined his dad’s small  
                              business.
“                                  “Brian possessed the ability to lead as a young boy.  
                                He attended school to hone his craft and did well 
                                at Enterprise, but wanted to join me,” said the elder  
                                 Williams, a longtime corporate executive who started 
                                  the company 12 years ago. 
                                          He describes Brian as “thorough, dependable, 
                                     respected by customers much older and able 
                                     to deliver.” After double digit growth for three 
                                     consecutive years, his dad’s characterization was 
                                         spot on.  
“                                                “He’s well organized and commands the 
                                              attention of people that work for him. There’s  
                                                  a level of trust that I have with him,” said 
                                                      facilities manager Robert Wilder of 
                                                         Jones Lang LaSalle, a financial and  
                                                             professional services conglomerate  
                                                                  that specializes in real estate 
                                                                   services and investment 
                                                                     management. Recently, 
                                                                      Williams’ company expanded 
                                                                      from two accounts to six with 
                                                                     the firm. “They were by far           
                                                        better than the company they replaced. 

ASU business major 
takes the reigns of
 family enterprise

By Pamela Green-Jackson and 
contributor Vickie Oldham

4 aspire



Brian is a communicator who lets you know if 
there’s a problem, and he takes care of it,” Wilder 
mentioned.  

Williams said all of the courses and internships 
at ASU were preparation to operate the family 
enterprise. Every subject covered by ASU professors 
and mentors is applied during the course of the day: 
from developing business plans, reviewing profit 
and loss statements and cash flow to advertising and 
customer service.   

“I established a solid business foundation 
from professors who were authors, entrepreneurs 
and doctors in my field of study,” said Williams. 
“Upon graduation, I was able to adapt in any work 
environment through my knowledge of the field and 
great work ethic instilled by the faculty and staff at 
ASU.”

Anyone can start a company, said the business 
whiz, but sustainability and growth are harder to 
achieve without proper education and training. “ASU 
helped me take the business to the next level.” 

Several off-campus business ventures combined 
with information gleaned from textbook assignments, 
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Brian Willams (top) with 
sister Tracy Williams.
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lectures, class discussions and tests enhanced his overall 
academic experience at ASU. Williams put business theories 
and practices to the test while marketing on and off-campus 
parties and book signings through a company he developed in 
college called Drive Productions.

At Q102, a local Cumulus Broadcasting radio station 
located in Rome, Georgia, Williams hustled as an intern 
and exceeded expectations there. In the community, his 
entrepreneurial spirit kicked into high gear with the formation 
of business partnerships. Winn Dixie Stores, Sears and other 
local businesses supported multiple campus advertising 
campaigns proffered by the marketer. He brokered a deal with 
Winn Dixie to promote ASU student discounts and a Sears 
credit card with a special student annual percentage rate.

Williams said the entire freshman experience is his 
favorite college memory.

“It was my first time being responsible for many aspects of 
my personal life, and I feel that ASU had a major impact in 
making that transition successful,” he said.

When asked about the faculty member who had the 
greatest influence, Williams quickly responded. Dr. Cynthia 
Bennett, the department chair and professor of Business 
Information Systems left an indelible imprint. 

“I took a business communications course from Dr. 
Bennett my sophomore year,” he explained. “She constantly 
made remarks about my (lack of) punctuality, how my 
submitted work seemed rushed, and that I was not attentive 
in class. My grades drastically reflected that because I came 
into her course thinking I knew all I needed to know about 
business communications.” He dropped the class after falling 
behind. 

“After spending some time thinking, I signed back up for 

the class the following semester and became more attentive, 
punctual, and ready to take my professionalism to another 
level,” he said. “I passed the class. She wouldn’t accept me 
giving the class anything but 100 percent. Dr. Bennett was 
the first professor to teach me many of the communication 
skills I still use in my business every day.” 

Bennett remembers the student who sat quietly in the front 
of her class and was impressed by his leadership abilities, but 
this time it was applied to group assignments in her class.

“Although he didn’t talk much, he was always ready to 
participate when called upon to answer a question,” Bennett 
said. “I subsequently concluded that his quiet disposition 
presumably meant that he was listening. He was an excellent 
student. It doesn’t surprise me that he has become a 
successful business owner.”

Williams has some words of wisdom for current and future 
ASU students. “Invest quality time using the resources at the 
college and tap into the knowledge of faculty available in 
each of the degree programs,” he advised.  

 “Numerous resources are available to help students build 
a successful foundation for any career field,” he said. “The 
opportunities are endless. You will be well-prepared to 
succeed.”

The ASU degree complements the teachings of a 
conscientious father eager now to pass the baton. “I told 
my kids, ‘go to school, get an education; then get a job with 
someone to become president of the company. You don’t 
have to be an employee. Own it or run it.’” Williams’ sister, 
Tracy, is chief financial officer and in the next three months, 
he will become AccuClean’s president when his dad retires.

Willams with father, Bob Willams (left) 
and sister, Tracy Williams (center).



“Mount Zion Baptist Church is a vibrant church that IS REACHING the 
world for Christ through evangelism, discipleship, fellowship , and   

missions.” 

  Dr. Daniel Simmons, Senior Pastor 
  901  S. Westover Boulevard 

  Albany, Georgia 31721 
  Phone: (229) 432-6837 

  Fax: (229) 432-9369 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES 

8:30 a.m.  Sunday School 
10:00 a.m.—Morning Worship 
5:00 p.m.  Nurture for Baptists 

Join us for Bible Study each Wednesday @ 6:00 p.m. 

Visit our website: www.mtzionofalbany.org 

Listen to our  services on:  

WTAL 1450 AM, Tallahassee, FL—Sunday Mornings @ 11:30  a.m. 

WJYZ 960 AM, Albany, GA—Sunday Mornings @ 10:00 a.m. 

And Watch Us on 

Channel 15 / Mediacom—Albany, GA AND WSST-TV Cordele, GA 



By Carlton Fletcher and
contributor Vickie Oldham

 Small town Pastor   
                 making a  
        global impact

From the pulpit at Mt. Zion Baptist Church, the Rev. Daniel 
Simmons looks out at a congregation of community leaders and 
Albany State professors who remember him as a student. For the 
past 21 years, Simmons has added pages to the storied history of the 
1865 national landmark, where the voice of the Rev. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. once rang out to preach against racial segregation.

Under his leadership, one of Albany’s largest churches has 
experienced unprecedented growth and prosperity. Its evolution has 
transformed the community treasure from a small place of worship 
with several hundred members into a multi-million dollar facility.
         New members who now join see a bustling 4,000 member   
   strong congregation and a sprawling edifice, but Dr. T. Marshall  
   Jones has been around long enough to see its transformation and to  
     know its leader’s humble beginnings. “I remember when he came 
      to interview for the job at the church 20 years ago. My wife and I 
       endorsed him then because of his character and long range  
        vision. He’s a brilliant leader, and we followed his vision which 
         led to Mt. Zion’s phenomenal success today,” said Jones.

          “Winning the respect of those great men and women who  
     had such a profound effect on my life was a gradual process, a  
     process in relationship building,” Simmons said. “I had to 
     show that I was no longer that boy they taught all those years 
     ago.”
           The man of God grew up in a “sheltered” environment  
     in rural Cairo, Georgia, an hour’s drive south of Albany  
    with five brothers, six sisters, a loving social servant mother,  
   and a father and a grandfather who were both pastors. Every  
  aspect of that nurturing, stable setting changed when federally- 
 mandated integration came to the deep South.
    “That was a difficult transition,” Simmons recalls of leaving all  

   black Washington Consolidated High School to attend  
 predominantly white Cairo High School. “Integration was 
something that very few people wanted. The first day of school 
they held an assembly for all of the black students and told us, ‘We 
know you don’t want to be here, and we don’t want you here.’ The 
experience in 1970 was startling. They gave us a set of rules that 
applied only to black students.”

Simmons joined a majority of the African American students 
in a walkout that lasted more than two months which eventually 
brought the FBI, the Black Panthers and the Ku Klux Klan to tiny 
Grady County. Retired educators in the black community taught 
the students while social issues roiled until leaders settled the 
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controversy. Looking back now, Simmons calls the episode “a blessing.” “Even in 
all that turmoil, that whole thing was a positive in my life,” he said. “In my little 
sheltered world, I never had to face any kind of challenge. There were valuable 
lessons learned and friendships made.”

The ugly episode that surrounded integration in Cairo turned Simmons away from 
seeking a college education after graduation. Instead, he got a job at Higdon Grocery 
Company, and bought a car. But a co-worker, J. T. Harris, saw academic potential and 
encouraged him to get a college degree. After saving money for a year, he enrolled at 
Albany State College in 1973.

“I had no idea what I would major in,” Simmons said. “I was kind of lost. I ran 
into Dr. E.G. Sherman, then Chairman of the Sociology Department, and he asked 
my major. When he told me there were grants available, that made up my mind.”  
Simmons believes God was directing his steps all the while. He was called to preach 
at age 16. It would be 14 years before the revelation would come to fruition. At ASU, 
the reserved student from a large family saw new possibilities.  “In Cairo, the only 
professionals we ever saw in our neighborhood were teachers. At Albany State, I saw 
people who’d gone on to get degrees at some of the most prestigious institutions in 
the world. They came back to the campus and opened up so many possibilities that 
I’d never considered.”

Simmons was not a joiner at ASU. He didn’t participate in extracurricular
activities such as athletics, fraternities and clubs. If he wasn’t in class or completing 
homework, he clocked in part-time to work at the Quickie Restaurant or Jimmie’s 
Hot Dogs, two well-known eating establishments in downtown Albany. The 
upperclassman took part in a co-op internship with the Department of Defense and 
worked at a naval base in Charleston, South Carolina. At graduation, he was offered a 
full-time position with the agency in Bethesda, Maryland but turned down the job.

“That was a little too far from home for me,” he said. “My future wife
[Diane Davis of Whigam] was a year behind me at Albany State, and we made plans 
to marry after she graduated. I wanted something a little closer to home.”

Simmons worked with the Department of Family and Children Services in 
Camilla for almost four years, then followed in his mother’s footsteps, taking a state 
vocational rehabilitation position in Albany. While there, he earned a master’s
degree in vocational rehabilitation at the University of Georgia.

The calling of God weighed heavily on the heart of the successful
professional and family man. “God told me, ‘I want you to preach the gospel and 
teach my people’,” he said.

He shared the directive with his pastor, Rev. C.W. Heath, of 2nd Mt. Olive
Baptist Church. Convinced that the calling was authentic, Heath introduced the

9
Simmons delivering a message during a 
sermon at Mt. Zion Baptist Church.
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young minister to parishioners, and Pastor Daniel Simmons 
preached his first sermon.

Six months later, with no seminary background, Simmons was 
assigned to lead Mountain Grove Baptist Church in Dawson. A 
short while later, he became the minister at Pleasant Grove Baptist 
Church in Sylvester. It was a demanding schedule and a daunting 
task to preach and teach bible study on alternate weeks.

“It was a very difficult situation, because the two churches were 
very different,” Simmons said. “I couldn’t minister the same way 
to them; each had its own set of issues. I had to work hard to keep 
them separate. “Simmons’ credibility grew over the next seven 
years, and in 1991, the pastorate at Mt. Zion opened.

“I can honestly say that job was not on my radar,” Simmons 
said. “I knew the [pastor’s] position was vacant and that they were 
accepting resumes, but I didn’t send one. People who heard me 
preach kept calling, asking me to send my resume; but I kept saying 
‘no’. Finally, they asked me to come and preach, and not long after 
that they offered me the position.”

The transition was dramatic because he left two small churches 
in rural communities to lead a large church in Albany, one whose 
needs were unlike any he’d ever encountered. He “turned inward” 
to deliver sermons to a congregation whose membership included 
some of the most respected residents in the community.

“I felt a need to create a new paradigm for the ministry at 
Mt. Zion,” Simmons said. “I knew in order to get the church to 
buy into my vision, I had to get them to trust that I had the best 
interest of Mt. Zion in my heart.” The church was founded in an 
old blacksmith shop on Whitney Avenue in 1865. The facility 

moved from its original — and historic — location in 1972 to a site 
on Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive. With the constant flow of new 
members came the need for expansion. Church leaders identified an 
ideal site on Westover Boulevard and moved again two years ago in 
2010. 

Today, Mt. Zion’s membership is over 4,000. “The music 
directors and leaders planned the music area; food services 
personnel designed the kitchen; our education leaders designed our 
classrooms. That’s the way we do things at Mt. Zion. Our projects 
involve the entire church membership,” Simmons said.

A controversial issue arose after the construction of the new 
sanctuary. A partnership with one of Albany’s largest predominantly 
white churches, Sherwood Baptist Church, was criticized by some 
parishioners. The relationship between the two churches formed 
after a flood devastated Mt. Zion and has continued for 17 years.

“People say, ‘Sherwood built that building, and it couldn’t 
be further from the truth,” Simmons said. “Some people have 
questioned our relationship with Sherwood, but as I thought of that 
turbulent time I witnessed in Cairo, God allowed me to see that 
segregation was not what He intended for His kingdom. Sherwood 
pastor, Michael Catt, and I talked, and we felt God was leading us 
to bring reconciliation to this community.”

Simmons and Catt plan projects together and on several 
occasions have preached at the other’s church.

“It’s made us better men, better pastors. We’re praying that other 
people will see the need and will build bridges. We want to be 
bridge builders, not wall builders. Wall builders try to defend their 
turf. Bridge builders try to help people,” said Rev. Michael Catt, 



senior pastor of Sherwood Baptist Church.
Their unity is having an impact in Albany. 
“Part of our goal is to build racial reconciliation in our 

community.  We’re in a community that needs to see a 
living, breathing example of how people can work together. 
We’re trying to see this community change for good,” Catt 
added. 

Sherwood’s movie ministry produced the well-received 
film “Courageous” that focused on the responsibility of 
men at home and in the community. “Stephen and Alex 
Kendrick came to me after I’d read the script and told me 
they’d written the role of a mentor for me,” Simmons said. 
“The response I’ve received has just been overwhelming. 
Every movie Sherwood has made all the way back to 
‘Flywheel’ has included someone from Mt. Zion, but we do 
not accept money for it. It’s part of our mission outreach.”

Simmons, now 57, has a name that carries clout in 
Albany and Southwest Georgia. Not bad for a late bloomer 
whose horizons expanded once at ASU. “I was so down on 
the way things happened in Cairo over my last two years of 
school, I didn’t really care about the SATs, and my scores 
wound up at the bottom,” he said. “They were so low that 
the folks at Albany State could have turned me down. But 
they gave me a chance. I became an honor graduate. I’ll 
always be grateful that Albany State gave me a chance.”

The ASU alumnus shows that appreciation in tangible 
ways by supporting the work of ASU presidents and 
through annual donations to the university for student 
scholarships and the athletics program.
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Led by a mighty voice

As a young man of the cloth, Lorenzo Heard always knew he would return 
home to become pastor of a leading church in Albany after spending many hours 
commuting between small congregations in the suburbs of Atlanta.  He was  
scooped early by a higher source, even as a Greater 2nd Mt. Olive Baptist Church 
pulpit committee chose a more seasoned candidate.   

   The young upstart preacher received a prophetic message about the future, and 
 looking back over a series of events, his personal experiences prove true the   
              mantra, “God has a plan.”  
                                “There were some who offered me condolences after the  
                             committee offered the position to a pastor from Tifton,” Heard 
                                said. “I was about to turn 30, and they told me it was a 
                                 matter of maturity, that the other gentleman had a lot more 
                                   experience in ministry. They were surprised when I told 
                                    them the pastor from Tifton was not going to take the job, 
                                      that I would become pastor.”  Heard admits to receiving 
                                       some inside information.
                                                 “God audibly spoke to me, as clearly as you 
                                            and I are talking, and He told me to get ready to 
                                             move back home because I was going to become 
                                                   pastor of Greater 2nd Mt. Olive.”
                                                                That divine dialogue took place a little 
                                                             more than 19 years ago. And after nearly 
                                                                    two decades of service at the Adkins 
                                                                         Street facility with its sprawling 
                                                                               satellite offices, housing 
                                                                                        developments and 
                                                                                        programs, it shows that 
                                                                                     God had bigger plans than 
                                                                               the clergyman realized. 
                                                                                  Born in Dougherty County 
                                                                           but raised in Lee County, Heard 
                                                                           was known by peers as “the life 
                                                                           of the party”. Called into ministry 
                                                                                     at an early age, but slow to 
                                                                                                respond, he morphed 
                                                                                                         into one of the 
                                                                                                          youngest,   
                                                                                                          most dynamic  
                                                                                                          pastors in the 
                                                                                                          region.  

By Carlton Fletcher and
contributor Vickie Oldham
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Led by a mighty voice

“I was a typical teenager. My dad 
bought me a Mustang, so I was always in 
the middle of what was going on,” he 
laughed. “God actually started speaking to 
me when I was 16; that was when I first 
heard His call, but I pretty much ignored 

it. it. I was having too much fun.”
After six months of disregarding the 

instructions, the time came when resisting 
was impossible. St. Matthews Baptist 
Church was the place where the then 
17 year old preached a trial sermon.  “I 

realized that I couldn’t get away; I was going to the 11th 
grade.” Speaking engagements for youth groups and at 
community churches packed his schedule after school and on 
weekends.

The Lee County High School graduate attended Fort Valley 
State College for two years majoring in business; then he 
transferred to Atlanta’s Morehouse College.  

At age 21, he accepted a job to preach at Macedonia Baptist 
Church in Patterson, four hours from a residence in Atlanta. 
The next four years were spent commuting two Sundays 
a month to deliver the message at morning and afternoon 
services.

Educational pursuits now on hold, the busy pastor fulfilled 
the demands that preaching entailed coupled with running 
the daily operations of his next assignment at Galilee Baptist 
Church in Sparta.   

“We were a tiny church, but we did as much outreach 
ministry as most of the larger churches in the area,” Heard 
said. “The biggest challenge was that we had no administrative 
staff, so I ended up answering phones and meeting with 
anyone who showed up,” he recalled.

“But that was great training for what we would later do at 
Greater 2nd Mt. Olive. There was no big adjustment to make; 
I’d already been involved in an active outreach ministry.”

Well into his tenure at Galilee Baptist, the young preacher 
received a phone call from his hometown. On the line was 
Rev. Willie J. Lawson, Sr. former pastor of Greater 2nd Mt. 
Olive in Albany. The call changed the course of Heard’s life. 

“We lived in this neighborhood, so I knew the church,” he 
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Rev. Lorenzo Heard (left) with wife Leslie Heard.

President Everette J. Freeman (left) 
and Rev. Lorenzo Heard (right).



14 aspire

said. “In fact, I associated this area with one of my greatest lows. 
My mother moved two streets behind the church when she and my 
dad divorced. I knew all about Greater 2nd Mt. Olive.”

After the call from Rev. Lawson, parishioners soon mounted a 
search for a new pastor. Meantime, guest ministers filled in. Heard 
accepted the invitation to deliver a sermon with a caveat.   

“I’d made up my mind a long time ago that I would only come 
back [to Albany] to die or retire. This was the first and only time in 
my career I told God what I would not do.” 

A short time after filling the temporary Sunday spot, an offer 
to pastor a church in Augusta surfaced. “The salary was twice the 
amount in Sparta. God interceded again in the decision making 
process,” Heard said. He returned to deliver another message at 
Greater 2nd Mt. Olive. 

Soon after, the preacher accepted the inevitable.
His inside source was right on target. An offer to serve as senior 

pastor was made to Heard with a promise: “That I’d work with the 
best deacon chairman ever, Nemiah Gammage and that I would 
never regret my decision.”

Today, recounting several major accomplishments at the church 
he says, “The committee was right on both counts.”

He settled in at Greater 2nd Mt. Olive, rolled up both shirt 
sleeves and got busy. An aggressive outreach program that 
transformed the bricks and mortar of the surrounding community 
began. 

For the first time, Albany residents have affordable housing 
options and some are realizing the American dream of home 
ownership through the construction of five housing developments 
he initiated. “Pastor Heard is a visionary committed to economic 
development. Right now, he’s spearheading a 78-acre, 300 unit 

development for low to moderate income residents called St. John’s 
Estates,” said Greater 2nd Mount Olive Associate Minister Rev. 
Estella Albert who quickly reeled off its amenities: a swimming 
pool; racket ball, tennis and basketball courts; a youth center and 
park; a playground and a store. 

“He is a man of real faith who finds God in the practical things in 
everyday life,” Albert continued.

The church created an adult literacy program and provided 
positive options for children such as a summer camp with a strong 
emphasis on academics and afterschool tutorials. “Elementary and 
middle school students are required to bring their report cards to 



him and read several books a year. High school 
students are encouraged to stay in school, and 
college students are offered scholarships for books,” 
she said.

“One of the greatest things about Greater 2nd  
Mt. Olive is its potential. I truly believe we have the 
capacity to achieve whatever anyone can dream.”

Many of the parishioners are faculty members 
at Albany State University. Looking at the 
congregation from the pulpit nudged Heard to 
make another life altering decision: completing the 
bachelor’s degree he began years earlier.  

“I was so much older than most of the students, 
and so many people at Albany State were part of 
the church’s ministry; it was hard for me to make 
the decision to go back,” he said. “But the younger 
students helped me deal with computers and other 
technology.”

Former ASU president Dr. Portia Holmes Shields 
and Drs. Rosa Okpara, Michael Rogers and Joyce 
Cherry provided support and encouragement.

Since graduating in 2003 with a degree in 
business, Heard has reached out to his alma mater 
in a number of ways. He has partnered with ASU’s 
women’s basketball, volleyball and softball coach 
Robert Skinner to have athletes join students in the 
university’s education department at the ministry’s 
summer and afterschool tutorial programs. The 
church also provides housing for several ASU 
students who live off campus. Recently, Heard 
was keynote speaker at the ASU Founder’s Day 
Celebration and announced that Greater 2nd 
Mt. Olive would donate $10,000 annually to the 
university in support of its mission. 

“God has done much more with me and the 
church here than I ever dreamed,” Heard said. “I’m 
especially grateful that He’s allowed our outreach 
ministry to raise the standards and expectations of 
people who previously had little or no hope. I don’t 
know where God plans to take me in this life, but 
I’m sure enjoying the ride.”

And judging from the words of many 
parishioners, he is not alone. They’re enjoying an 
amazing journey too. 

15

Children in line for lunch during a summer 
program at Mt. Olive Baptist Church.
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Double Xposure  
      The Anderson Twins

Albany State graduates Femi and Bummi Anderson are following a family tradition of crafting their own media and message to 
promote arts and culture in southwest Georgia.

At the age of 40, the twin sisters are giving voice to a new generation of Albany art lovers whose message might not otherwise be 
heard.

As founders of “the Renaissance Connection” in Albany, they help area residents appreciate poetry, art, and culture. The organization 

By Tim Wesselman

Femi Anderson (left), and 
Bummi Anderson (right)



sponsors exhibits and supports the activities of writers, artists, and 
cultural groups.

“What I have always been impressed with is that they have 
been attuned to the community. Their approach has always been 
selfless. If they are not sponsoring an event, they are certainly 
major supporters of events. You will see them at book signings, 
symposiums, and lectures,” said Wendy Wilson, Albany State 
University Director of Alumni Affairs.

This spring, the sisters sponsored an exhibition entitled, “Harlem 
Renaissance Exhibit of African American Culture” which featured 
regional artists and photographers whose work included parallels 
between New York’s Harlem Renaissance of the 1920s and 
Albany’s own Harlem district.

The sisters also use the charitable organization and its private 
counterpart, Double Xposure Ink Media Group to pursue their own 
writing and art projects. Their work includes a mentoring program 
for young women. Femi, a 1997 fine arts graduate got the idea for 
the mentoring group called “Girl Meets Destiny” while producing 
multimedia projects for her church. The girls she worked with often 
did not think they could work with bulky media equipment.

“I said, ‘You’re girls; you can do anything,’” Femi recalled. “I 
just wanted to give them an opportunity to do something they never 
thought about doing.”

Bummi is a 1995 political science graduate. Their parents, civil 
rights activists, chose names from Nigeria’s Yoruba language and 
shuttled them to dance and art lessons at local studios. Parental 
involvement and exposure to the arts are experiences not shared 
often enough by visitors the Andersons meet at community art 
events.

“They say, ‘Wow! I’ve never been to an art exhibit before,’” 
Femi said.

Their father, Edward Anderson was a high school student from 
Moultrie in the early 1960s when he joined the civil rights work 
of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee, SNCC, and 
helped the group get its message out in a region where even the 
media was segregated.

The elder Anderson worked at the Southwest Georgia Printing 
Company to publicize the civil rights work that SNCC began in 
Southwest Georgia. It was during these years that he met and 
married Willa Hall Jackson. The couple passed on an appreciation 
of independent media through the family’s printing business, Ready 
Press Printing.

With do-it-yourself inspiration gleaned from socially conscious 
parents, the twins knew what to do when their church, Rhema Word 
Cathedral needed help with video production and media projects. 
They took on the job themselves. At the facility, Femi shows 
students in the mentoring group how to write, use a video camera 
and edit. She organized field trips to Albany’s WALB television 
station and CNN in Atlanta. Her mentees showcased their new 
skills through the production of digital stories and the completion 
of a dating violence prevention public service announcement.

“The reason I target girls and I target young people in general is 
to give them a voice,” Femi said. “I teach them how to do positive 
media.”

She is particularly concerned about teaching girls the 
consequences of messages posted on social networking sites and 
being selective when it comes to choosing friends on Facebook. 

Femi is pursuing her passion for the visual arts and photography. 
She enjoys designing figurative portraits and receives frequent 
requests for prints of her painting entitled, “Momma and Ms. 
Blackie,” which illustrates the strong bonds of friendship through 

bold colors. One of her 
photographs that featured a 
fisherman in Ghana repairing 
his boat placed well in a 
regional art competition. 
She snapped the picture while 
documenting a church trip 
to Africa for its medical ministry. 

Her sister Bummi also 
leads by example. Bummi has 
authored five books, self-
published by Double Xposure, 
which focuses on her own life 
experiences, spiritual journey, 
and poetry.

The first book, Out of 
Darkness Into His Marvelous 
Light traced struggles 
overcome as a young woman 
who was confused about lifestyle choices.

The book was featured in the internationally recognized 
Christian magazine Charisma and resulted in strong sales and 
e-mails from visitors worldwide, Bummi said. Her latest book 
entitled, “You Are a Masterpiece” mirrors a refrain her twin often 
tells mentees: “You are unique!”

Bummi says much of her writing is “Afrocentric” and focuses 
on a cultural history some African Americans do not embrace. 
When she meets peers who prefer to think only of the American 
side of their identity, she replies, “You didn’t start out a slave. You 
come from kings and queens. You come from the beginnings of 
math and science.”

The twins continue to further their education and seek 
inspiration from others. When Femi looked for a business mentor, 
she turned to fellow church member Judith Corbett, a retired 
engineer from Merck Chemical.

Corbett says the twins 
are inspiring others. “I find 
both of them quite talented 
in their own way. They 
definitely feed off each other 
when they work together 
on a project,” Corbett said. 
“The work they are doing in 
the community is definitely 
needed.”

Double Xposure  
      The Anderson Twins 19

Femi admires “Momma and Ms. Blackie”.

 “In-To-Me-See”.
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ASU, Harvard 
graduate sets goals 
high for urban schools

As a Monroe High School graduate with a doctorate from Harvard and experience as an 
administrator in public schools from California to Virginia, Dr. Paul McKendrick credits a love 
of learning acquired at Albany State for his success.

“The school just instilled in you the idea of taking care of each other, giving back to the 
community, and working as hard as you can,” a soft-spoken, but confident McKendrick 
said.   

 In Alabama, where he put off retirement last year to become the Superintendent 
of Tuscaloosa City Schools, colleagues use the term “collaborator” to describe the 
leader who carefully weighs options before taking action.

“He is very enjoyable to work with. It is good to have someone that you feel is 
really listening to your concerns,” said Tuscaloosa City Schools Board of 
Education Chairman Dan Meissner.  

McKendrick, who graduated from ASU with an English degree in 1974, grew 
up during the civil rights movement in Albany. It was this community and 
educational setting that nurtured his desire to excel and serve.

Raised on the south side of Albany, near the home of famed civil rights 
attorney C.B. King, by his father, Rev. W. Paul McKendrick; mother, Ruth; 
three sisters and a brother, he did not fully appreciate the history unfolding all 
around as internationally-known civil rights leaders campaigned against 
segregation.

“I was a little kid. I didn’t know the significance of seeing Martin Luther 
King, Jr. and Andrew Young. I knew it was important, but I didn’t know the 
difference it would make 20 years later,” McKendrick said reminiscing.

As a student in local schools, he listened carefully to the wisdom of 
community elders.  

“Do your best because the community is watching you, do your best to make 
the community proud, and do your best because people sacrificed a lot for you,” 
is what he heard more than a few times.

Before beginning college, he attended Albany State football games and 
social events.  

“It was the only place I wanted to go,” he said. “It was just excitement, 
something nice to see, and I enjoyed it.”

Once a college student, the quality of life on campus centered not only around 
ASU athletics and social activities; but also around English studies under professors 
such as Curtis Williams, a published playwright, Sandy Cohen, Ben Lawson, and a 
bevy of others. Albany State founder Joseph W. Holley’s book, You Can’t Build a 
Chimney from the Top, was required reading. Seminars presented by well-known 
authors attracted teachers and students from across the country according to the 

By Tim Wesselman
Contributing Writer



ASU, Harvard 
graduate sets goals 
high for urban schools

school superintendent. 
“I had the best teachers. It was just that simple,” he said.
Williams, now a professor emeritus of speech and theatre, remembers a 

studious McKendrick.  
“He was a very good student; creative, a little quiet – very quiet, but very 

productive,” Williams emphasized. “We wanted them to become thinkers, to 
be able to solve problems, to be able to grow from what we gave them,” he 
said. “I concentrated on making them think and apply what they learned to life 
situations.”

Upon graduation, McKendrick matriculated at Bowling Green State 
University in Ohio earning an advanced degree; then taught and served as 
assistant principal and principal in Virginia public schools. The next stop was 
Harvard University to pursue a master’s degree and doctorate as part of an urban 
superintendent’s program which required a move to Long Beach, California 
for several years before the return to Virginia as deputy superintendent and 
subsequently, superintendent of schools.

Nearly a year ago, during preparation for retirement as superintendent of 
Lynchburg City Schools in Virginia, a career opportunity caused a change in 
plans. The challenge to lead Tuscaloosa City Schools in Alabama proved too 
enticing to turn down. The community boasted a strong university and 10,000 
students in the school system. The priorities on a long to-do list were clear: 
spearhead the district’s recovery effort after recent tornadoes and increase academic achievement.  

“There are not many people who love doing this job, but I love doing this job,” he said. “I think it is because I know I make a huge 
impact on children’s lives.”

One impact he hopes to make relates to a shift in expectations. 
“I am trying to change this culture of just going to school for 12 years and getting a diploma.” He wants students to see high school 

graduation as a ticket to more education, training and a career – not just a diploma. He is well-placed to accomplish this goal in 
Tuscaloosa, home to a Mercedes Benz plant that wants to hire as many local residents as possible when it doubles its workforce with a new 
SUV production line in the coming years.

He is also working to make sure schools live up to student expectations in the diverse community.
“I don’t know what children face at home, but I know what they expect when they get to school,” he said. “They expect school is going 

to be safe, someone is going to take care of them, and someone is going to listen to them.”
“Already, the new administrator has quickly developed a reputation for careful thought, an ability to listen, and act effectively,” board 

chairman Meissner said. “He is very data-oriented. He talks to people, and listens. He doesn’t make snap judgments.”
“McKendrick’s achievements and attitude reflect what graduates from a small university such as Albany State University can 

accomplish,” according to ASU English Department Chair, James L. Hill.
“Dr. McKendrick is a sterling example of what students can do after they leave Albany State University,” he said. “The university is 

very proud of him.” And McKendrick is a proud alumnus surrounded by ASU’s influence. His brother Calvin and wife Kaye are also 
Rams. The couple has a son, Paul “PJ” Christian.
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ASU National Alumni 
Association members 

leave conference 
energized 

By Pearlie Bowser 
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Members of the Albany State University National Alumni 
Association are energized and ready to connect more closely with 
students through activities, scholarships and engagement. That’s the 
goal of the organization’s newly installed president Joycia Ricks. 
The retired attorney and ’71 alumna was sworn in with several new 
officers at the 33rd Annual National Alumni Planning Conference 
on June 21 - 23, at the Hilton Garden Inn in downtown Albany. 

 During her address to the membership, Ricks said, “As I 
stand before you, I proclaim that all things are possible for our 
association and beloved alma mater. As I stand before you, I recall 
the words of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. who said, ‘Occasionally 
in life there are moments which cannot be completely explained 
by words. Their meaning can only be articulated by the inaudible 
language of the heart.’ My heart is filled with pride.”

 The new leader says her goal is to make the organization 
“stronger, viable and influential”. “The vision will be 
accomplished,” she continued, “with increased organizational 
efficiency, enhanced communication with alumni and increases in 
the association’s financial base and resources; as well as formation 
of meaningful relationships with current students.”

 In addition to the installation of officers, the conference 
agenda included sessions about financial practices and reporting 
procedures, legal coalition updates and pre-alumni recruitment 
workshops. 

 Participants attended the three-day event eager to receive new 
information about how to improve their alumni chapters. They 
returned home determined to refocus their efforts on boosting 
financial contributions to the university, helping recruit students 
and continue serving as ambassadors for their school. Some alumni, 

who live far away in places such as Iraq and different regions of 
Asia rely on social media to stay connected.

“The conference was a huge success. We had a good turnout. 
What I most enjoyed was seeing alums consistently show up and 
show their support. It shows their commitment of time, treasure and 
talent to Albany State,” said Wendy Wilson, Director of the ASU 
Office of Alumni Affairs.

 Outgoing ASU National Alumni Association President Greg 
Hylick, whose two-year term ended June 30, will continue to 
serve as a board member for at least two years as immediate 
past president. During his tenure in office, Hylick spearheaded 
fundraising efforts by alumni chapters that awarded over $10,000 
in student scholarships; inducted seven alumni into the ASU Sports 
Hall of Fame and established the Davey-Gibson Memorial Room at 
the Albany Alumni Complex.

 “A part of what the alumni association does is continue the 
fellowship among graduates by coming together to participate 
at events, but the mission statement says our sole purpose is to 
advance the cause of the university,” said Hylick. “We always look 
for ways to find out what the school needs and how we can position 
ourselves as alumni to meet the needs,” he continued.

 Attendees had an opportunity to relax, network and reaffirm 
friendships at a fish fry held at L. Orene Hall, located on the 
campus. 

 For more information about how you can become active in the 
ASU National Alumni Association, please call (229) 435-2386. 
Connect with the organization and receive updates on Facebook at 
Albany State University Alumni Association’s Official Page or visit 
the website at www.asurams.edu/web/alumni.

ASU National Alumni 
Association members 

leave conference 
energized 
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Aisha Hunter has been appointed 
assistant director of programs at Augusta 
Youth Development Campus (YDC). 
Hunter is a 2003 graduate of ASU where 
she earned a bachelor’s in social work. 
Most recently, she earned a master’s degree 
from Cappella University in criminal 
justice. The certified juvenile sex offender 
counselor received training from the 
University of Louisville and is an active 

member of the Athens Area Alumni Chapter. 

Shartia Brantley, a CNBC/NBC 
Universal segment producer was 
recognized in June as the Network 
Journal’s “40 Under Forty” recipient. The 
15th Annual Achievement Awards Dinner 
was held at the Crowne Plaza in New York. 
Shartia graduated from Albany State in 
1991 with a degree in accounting.  

Olympic gold medalist and high jumper 
Alice Coachman appeared on NBC’s 
Today Show in April. She is featured in 
several national publications to promote 
the 2012 Olympic Games in London. 
Coachman is the first African American 
woman to win a gold medal and the only 
American female to win a gold medal at 
the 1948 Olympics in London. In 1949, 
she received a bachelor’s degree in home 
economics at Albany State College and 

began teaching physical education at high schools in Albany, GA.  
 

Keir Bradford-Grey is the first African 
American woman to head the Montgomery 
County Public Defender’s office and also is 
the first African American woman to head 
a department in county government there. 
Bradford-Grey resides in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. She earned a basketball and 
volleyball scholarship to attend Albany 
State University. The 1996 ASU graduate 
earned a J.D. degree at Ohio Northwestern 

University’s Claude W. Pettit College of Law.  

Stanley Bell was recently appointed 
the new athletic director at Bainbridge, 
Ga Leisure Services. In 2007, Bell earned 
a bachelor’s degree at ASU in the field of 
health, physical education and recreation.

  

On June 23, 2012, retired attorney 
and ASU alumna, Joycia Ricks became 
president of the Albany State University 
National Alumni Association. Ricks 
graduated from Albany State College 
in 1971 and earned the J.D. degree at 
Oglethorpe University’s Woodrow Wilson 
College of Law.

 
New officers of the organization include 

vice president William Cade; treasurer William Johnson; secretary 
Maria Boynton; members at large Tamara Hampton Nelson, Melvin 
Jefferson, Jean Lynn and immediate past president Greg Hylick. 

Dr. Weyman “Pat” Patterson had 
his 10th book published earlier this 
year entitled, The World Went Digital. 
Patterson, a retired mathematician 
and computer scientist has written ten 
novels, all of which have been adapted 
into screenplays and recorded as audio 
books. FREAKNIC, an urban thriller was 
optioned by ICA Filmworks. PRETTY 
MAIDS, a tale of the supernatural 

garnered a nomination for Georgia Writers “Fiction Writer of the 
Year” in 2008. His teen-sports novel, ROCKET MAN, was named 
a finalist for the New Generation Award that same year. The latest 
book, A Step Too Slow, is headed to the big screen. Patterson 
graduated from Albany’s Monroe High School in 1957 and Albany 
State College in 1961. The Georgia State University graduate 
received a master’s degree in mathematics education in 1978 and a 
Ph.D. at Atlanta University in 1989. 

Strive2Thrive director and ’07 ASU 
graduate Ausha Jackson was named a 
finalist in the prestigious Alliance for 
Regional Stewardship’s Organizational 
Champion Award. Finalists for the award 
will be recognized on stage at the national 
convention in Louisville, Kentucky in 
August. Jackson will receive a statue and a 
seat on a blue ribbon regional panel during 
the convention to discuss details about 
the Albany model. Ausha recently led her team to win the highest 
honors in the American Chamber of Commerce Executives (ACCE) 
National Award for Communications Excellence. She was named 
a 2012 Women of Purpose Award finalist and one of southwest 
Georgia’s “Top 40 Under 40” professionals. At ASU, she earned a 
bachelor’s degree in marketing, a master’s degree in management 
(leadership and organizational effectiveness) at Troy University and 
is currently enrolled in the doctoral program at Walden University 
pursuing a doctorate degree in business administration. 

    Aisha Hunter

Keir Bradford-Grey

    Joycia Ricks

  Shartia Brantley

Golden Rams to watch

  Alice Coachman

Weyman Patterson

   Ausha Jackson

      Stanley Bell
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